213013U11J1  1 8        nSEnniLSSCSIEitlS  20-21  TIN  TUC  VIET-NGU  TRANG  22-24 


TtiE 

IteNDERLOINliMES 


Volume  14,  Number  11 


Voice  of  the  Central  City  since  197Z 


December  1990 


Help  or  Hype  for  Panhandlers? 

Coupons  May  Replace  Spare 
Change  Under  City  Proposal 


by  Lee  Romney 

A city  program  that  would  en- 
courage tourists  to  give  pan- 
handlers referral  slips  instead 
of  money  has  met  with  opposition  from 
homeless  advocates  and  some  service 
providers. 

Critics  charge  that  the  plan  is  a  pub- 
lic relations  move  that  addresses  holi- 
day guilt  and  public  image  rather  than 
the  issues  of  poverty  and  homeless- 
ness. 

According  to  service  providers  who 
have  been  briefed  on  the  program, 
coupons  referring  the  homeless  to  vari- 
ouscity  services  will  be  compiled  into  a 
booklet  that  tourists  can  hand  out  in- 
stead of  spare  change.  Money  gener- 
ated by  the  coupon  sales  will  bo  fun- 
nelled to  participating  homeless  pro- 
gran\s. 

Deputy  Mayor  for  Health  and 
Human  Services  Myra  Snyder  said  it 
V  nature"  to  be  discussing  the 

'        ivMliiftaM0Nl0HMiKl  hoteli- 
ers have  been  contacted.  "At  lb 
in  time  there  is  no  program,'  siiL  s.iui 


"We'rcdcvcloping  it."  Mayoral  spokes- 
man Art  Silverman  described  the  pro- 
gram as  "extremely  preliminary." 

Those  involved  describe  the  San 
Francisco  effort — whose  startup  date 
has  yet  to  be  set — as  similar  to  a  Los 
Angclcscouponprogram.  However,  the 
S.F.  coupons  would  list  only  the  names 
and  addresses  of  available  services,- 
while  in  L.A.  the  coupon  is  good  for  a 
sandwich,  soup,  or  some  other  service. 

Bob  Begley,  executive  director  of  the 
Hotel  Council  of  San  Francisco,  said  he 
and  agroupof  hoteliers  met  withSnyder 
in  early  November  to  discuss  the  cou- 
pon idea. 

"She  outlined  the  program,  and 
needless  to  say  everyone  applauds 
taking  a  step,"  Bcglcy  said.  "One  of  the 
major  concerns  of  people  visiting  San 
Francisco  is  conditions  on  the  streets. 
We  hear  thisconstantly  from  visitors  to 
this  city." 


The  St.  Anlhonv 


^pon  Idea 


Critics  Blast  Mayor  for 
Earmarking  FEMA  Funds 
For  Shelter,  Not  Housing 


by  Suzanne  RosUer 

Mayor  Art  Agnos'  allocation  of 
$5.5  millionof  FederalEmcr- 
gcncy  Management  Agency 
(FEMA)  funds  granted  to  the  city  fol- 
lowing the  Oct.  1 7, 1 989  earthquake  has 
ignited  a  debate  between  city  officials 
and  homeless  advocacy  groups. 

Homeless  groups  are  critical  of 
Agnos  for  directing  the  bulk  of  the 
FEMA  monies  into  the  city's  two  multi- 
service centers  for  the  homeless — which 
account  for  only  310  temporary  shelter 
beds — rather  than  replacing  the  358  low- 
income  housing  units  destroyed  by  the 
earthquake. 

"This  does  not  seem  to  hit  the  real 
problem,  which  is  the  lack  of  perma- 


nent housing  and  the  loss  of  300  SRO 
(single-room  occupancyl  housing 
units/'  said  Rene  Cazenave  of  the 
Council  of  Community  Housing  Or- 
ganizations (CCHO).  "While  we  do 
need  temporary  shelters,  the  solution 
to  homelessnessispermanent  housing." 

The  FEMA  money  is  the  result  of  a 
January  1990  lawsuit  filed  by  represen- 
tatives of  earthquake  victimsdisplaced 
from  low-income  housing.  While  a  for- 
mal agreement  between  FEMA  and  the 
city  has  yet  to  be  signed,  the  original 
request  for  funds  by  the  city  stated  that 
90  percent  would  go  toward  the  con- 
struction of  the  two  multi  service  cen- 
ters and  the  remaining  10  percent  to  the 
renovation  of  the  SRO  units  destroyed 
continued  on  page  7 


TL  Voters  Part  Paths  with 
Rest  of  State  on  the  Issues 


by  Rhonda  Henderson 

If  the  registered  Tenderioin  voters— 
those  25  percent  of  eligible  voters 
who  made  it  to  the  polls  on  Nov. 
6 — could  have  dictated  the  election, 
Dianne  Feinstein  would  be  governor  of 
California,  and  the  "Big  Green"  Propo- 
sition 1 28  would  have  passed  and  freed 
the  environment  of  at  feast  a  few  harm- 
ful pesticides. 

In  the  Tenderloin,  Dianne  Feinstein 
stomped  Pete  Wilson,  receiving  70 
percent  of  the  Tenderloin's  votes.  Other 
California  voters  disagreed,  voting 
Wilson  into  the  governor's  mansion  by 


a  narrow  3  percent  margin. 

Joining  the  environmentally  con- 
scious bandwagon,  the  Tenderloin 
passed  Big  Green  with  a  whopping  70 
percent  of  the  votes.  However,  the 
proposition,  which  would  have  banned 
the  use  of  certain  pesticides  that  are 
known  carcinogens,  was  rejected  by 
voters  statewide,  64  percent  to  36  per- 
cent. 

Also  rejected  by  Tenderloin  voters, 
53  percent  to  47  percent,  was  Proposi- 
tion 134— the  Nickel-a-Drink  tax— 
which  would  have  taxed  alcoholic 
drinks  about  5  cents  each  and  requi  red 

continued  on  page  8 
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Financial  Squeeze  Hrts  Family  Shelter:  Ayoungster  dangles  from 

a  bunk  bed  at  Hamilton  Family  Center  on  Waller  Street,  whch  is  fighting  for  its  survival  after 
linancial  woes  threatened  to  close  its  doors  by  January  1 991 .  For  story  see  page  5. 

Businesses  Flee  from  Heart 
Of  the  'Loin  While  Condos 
Crop  Up  on  Borders 


by  Bill  Kisliuk 

On  the  Tenderloin's  eastern  and 
northern  edges — where  the 
neighborhood  rubs  shoulders 
with  Union  Square  and  Nob  Hill — lux- 
ury apartments,  French  brasseries,  and 
bed-and-breakfast  inns  are  croppingup 
where  residential  hotelsand  mom-and- 
pop  groceries  used  to  be. 

At  the  same  time,  warn  neighbor- 
hood advocates,  the  heart  of  the  Ten- 
derloin is  on  a  downward  economic 
spiral,  with  an  alarming  crime  rate  and 
increasing  numbers  oi  empty  store- 
fronts along  Turk  and  Eddy  streets. 

Some  neighborhood  residents  be- 
lieve the  trend  towards  cappucino 
peddlers  and  upscale  apartments  on 
the  edges  of  the  Tenderloin  threatens 
the  community's  low-cost  housing 
stock.  Others  say  an  influx  of  new  busi- 
ness, even  i  f  i  t  doesn' t  ca  ter  to  residcn  ts, 
is  a  necessary  ingredient  for  the  eco- 
nomic survival  of  the  neighborhood. 

Mason  Streeh  Urban  Jungle 
or  New  Tendo? 

On  Mason  Street,  just  one  block  from 
the  tourist  hustle  and  bustle  of  Powell 
Street,  the  signs  of  change  are  unmis- 
takable. Once  dotted  with  residential 
hotels  and  inexpensive  cafeterias.  Ma- 
son Street  is  feeling  the  pressure  of  the 
new  San  Francisco  Centre  at  Fifth  and 
Market  streets,  the  Powell  Street  cable 
car  line,  and  recently  built  lowering 
class-A  tourist  hotels  such  as  the  Nikko 
and  Pare  55.  Residents  and  observers 
say  the  gradual  facelift  of  Mason  Street 
is  inevitable. 

The  Diva  Hotel,  a  glitzy  steel  and 
glass  tourist  hotel  on  Geary  near  Ma- 
son, was  once  home  to  elderly  and  low- 
income  tenants.  "When  1  used  to  live  in 
the  Diva,  it  was  $300  a  month,"  said 
Mel,  a  Tenderloin  resident  forsix  years. 
"Now  it's  $3,(X)0." 

Yvonne  Lem  bi- Deter  t,  whoowns  the 
Diva  as  well  as  the  former  Oxford  Hotel 


on  Mason  and  Turk  streets,  has  plans  to 
bring  new  life  to  the  Tenderloin.  "The 
word  Tenderloin'  is  now  passe,"  she 
said.  'The  Tenderloin  was  known  as  a 
real  seedy  part  of  town.  I  call  it  the  'New 
Tendo.'" 

Lembi-Delert  is  renovating  the  10- 
story  Oxford  Hotel  and  plans  to  reopen 
it  as  the  Hotel  Metropolis.  Although 
some  residents  view  upscale  tourist 
developments  with  skepticism,  Len\bi- 
Detert  believes  the  new  Metropolis  will 
improve  the  neighborhood. 

"I  don't  thinkldevelopmentl  is  jeop- 
ardizing the  low-income  housing  slock 
continued  on  page  8 
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A  Turkey  Day  reveler  at  Hospitality 
House's  First  Serving  tioliday  dinner. 
More  Thanksgiving  photos  page  13. 
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Tenderloin  Times  2 


ask  the  people  |  letters 


by  Michele  Borovac 
photos  by  Phil  Head 

What  could  be  done  to  improve 
life  in  the  Tenderloin? 


(Asked  at  Bocddckcr  Park  and  the  North 
of  Market  Senior  Center) 


Louis  Jones,  35 
"More  jobs  for  people. 
They  need  work  to  get 
them  off  the  streets, 
and  there  aren't 
enough  jobs  for  every- 
one. 


LaRon  Franklin,  30 
"People  need  more 
direct  contact  with 
community  services. 
The  services  need  to 
reach  out  and  give 
more  information  a- 
bout  the  help  that's 
available." 

Gayle  Gacusan,  17 
"People  need  to  get 
together  and  form 
groups  to  help  the 
children  and  the 
poor." 


Chuck  Hazlett  M 
"I  don't  think  you  can 
do  anything  specific. 
If  s  a  slow  process,  but 
there  are  less  people 
sleeping  on  the  streets 
than  when  I  first 
moved  here.  1  tfiink  if  s 
improving." 

Joe  Sullivan*  73 
'Tell  the  government 
to   give   me  more 
money." 


Ralph  Clark,  71 
"Make  drugs  legal. 
Then  dope  pushers 
will  not  have  any  rea- 
son to  sell  drugs." 


Edward  Ivy,  59 

"We  need  more  afford- 
able housing.  There 
are  many  people  being 
evicted  from  the  place 
where  I  live." 


Curly  Sampson,  58 
"Money." 


CUnl  Rice,  55 
"The  city  needs  to 
provide  more  money, 
better  housing  condi- 
tions, and  better  pro- 
lection  on  the  streets. 
If  s  too  dangerous  and 
we  need  to  clean  it  up." 


A  ThaiU<sgiving  Message 

Editors; 

On  behalf  of  the  thousands  of  men, 
women,  and  child rcn  who  come  to  our  doore 
each  day,  we  thank  you  for  the  November 
TendiTloin  Times  story  about  St.  Anthon/s 
Farm. 

We  recently  received  a  letter  of  thanks- 
giving from  a  friend  in  Rhode  Island.  A 
disabled  American  veteran  for  25  ycar^,  he 
had  been  a  frequent  guest  at  our  dining 
room  until  1987,  when  ho  moved  back  homo 
to  live  with  his  mother.  "I'm  off  the  streets 
now,"  ho  wrote,  "and  out  of  the  soup  kitch- 
ens. I'm  doing  txjttcr,  working  part-time, 
and  praying  to  be  saved  from  poverty.  I'm 
glad  you  keep  in  touch  with  me." 

Our  friend  reminds  us  of  how  grateful 
wo  are  for  the  many  success  stories  our 
clients  are  able  to  share  with  us;  for  the 
visibility  you  give  us  through  The  Tenderbin 
Times,  which  helps  to  make  those  successes 
possible;  and  especially  for  your  continued 
faith  in  our  work.  But  he  also  reminds  us  of 
the  needs  that  still  face  many  of  the  poor  in 
our  community — affordable  housing  for 
those  with  low  incomes,  and  rehabilitation 
and  independent  living  programs  for  those 
with  physical  or  mental  disabilities. 

As  we  celebrate  our  blessings  this  month, 
we  look  toward  a  society  in  which  every 
person  can  flourish.  Again,  we  give  thanks 
for  the  way  your  coverage  w\i\  help  us  make 
many  important  services  available  to  those 
in  great  ncod.  Together  with  those  we  serve, 
wo  wish  you  a  happy  Thanksgixong. 
-Charkne  Tschirhart  and  Camille  franicevich 
St.  Anthony  Foundation 

Don't  Serve  Foreign  Interests 

Editors: 

This  is  from  a  real  Khmer  who  loves  my 
own  people  and  country  very  much.  I  am  a 
Tenderloin  Times  reader  who  read  the  letters 
to  the  editor  from  three  Camb>odian  writers 
in  regard  to  Camtjodian  politics.  Their  bt- 
tors  affect  Cambodian  political  leaders  who 
arc  working  very  hard  to  solve  the  Ctrntw- 
dian  problem.  Your  throe  ivTiters  are  taking 
sides,  mentioning  only  one  one  side  of  the 
problem,  which  is  only  to  serve  the  interests 
of  foreigners  and  Vietnamese  aggression. 

On  the  other  hand,  these  three  "gentle- 
men" love  to  say,  "One  group  likes  that,  and 
another  likes  this."  They  separate  and  break 
up  Khmer  unity.  They  like  to  make  Khmer 
people  unable  to  look  at  each  othef  s  faces. 

With  your  three  "gentlemen" — ^Sophath 
Pak,  Silen  Nhok,  and  Chandara  Ny — you 
have  to  understand  that  your  actions  and 
work  are  not  for  Khmer  interests  or  for 
Khmer  unity  at  all.  What  you  did  is  assist 
the  foreigner's  ideology  only. 

Therefore,  my  suggestion  to  those  three 
people  who  wrote  to  The  Tenderloin  Times  is 
to  please  stop  using  your  brain  for  foreign- 
ers, and  please  save  your  brain  as  a  pure 
Khmer  to  serve  Khmor  interests  and  Khmer 
people.  Please  don't  exchange  your  brain, 
because  to  put  the  foreigner's  brain  into 
your  own  fractured  skull  is  not  good.  Your 
actions  will  kill  more  and  more  Cambodi- 
ans. And,  if  you  keep  acting  like  that,  the  Vi- 
etnamese will  swallow  Camtxxlia  very  eas- 
ily. This  is  not  the  end.  We'll  have  more  next 
time. 

-From  a  reader  who  is  a  pure  Khmer.  Natioruii- 
ist.  and  Patriot 

Editors'  Response: 

The  Times  welcomes  letters  to  the  editors 
from  our  readers,  regardless  of  their  point  of  view 
or  politiail  c^lialion.  even  if  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed do  not  represent  the  zfiews  of  the  editors. 
We  would  like  to  clarify  that  Siien  Nhok  and 
Chandara  Ny  are  not  staff  writers  or  reporters 
for  The  Tenderloin  Times,  but  readers  who  ex- 
pressed their  personal  opinions  in  letters  to  the 
editors.  Sophath  Pak,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  staff 
reporter  for  The  Tenderloin  Times.  His  job  is 
to  report  on  news  and  events  in  the  Cambodian 
community,  and  not  to  represent  one  faction  or 
viewpoint  over  any  other. 

VWijIc  we  welcome  your  comments  and  were 
glad  to  print  them  in  this  issue,  it  is  Tenderloin 
Times'  policy  not  to  print  unsigned  letters.  We 
encourage  you  to  keep  on  writing,  but  in  the 
future  we  will  only  print  letters  that  are  signed. 

Disappointed  in  Arlo  Smith 

Editors: 

With  respect  to  your  article,  "District  At- 
torney Gets  an  Earful  on  Tenderloin  Crime," 
by  Julie  Scheff,  the  consensus  of  those  resi- 
dents vho  attended  the  community  meet- 
ing with  Arlo  Smith  was  one  of  disappoint- 
ment. We  expect  more  from  law  enforce- 
ment. There  is  a  continuous  criminal  ele- 
ment on  our  sidewalks  that  preys  on  the 


elderly  and  the  tourists,  selling  women, 
drugs.  Muni  transfers,  and  stolen  merchan- 
dise. The  district  attorney  had  an  cxcellont 
opportunity  to  do  his  city  a  great  service  by 
promising  to  clean  it  up,  but  he  blow  it.  He 
had  no  answers,  he  did  not  know  what  to 
do,  and  he  was  indifferent.  1  was  angry, 
frustrated,  and  afraid,  which  was  why  I  sent 
letters  to  the  editors  of  21  California  news- 
papers, telling  them  my  personal  experi- 
ence and  urging  people  to  vole  for  Dan 
Lungrcn  and  Pete  Wilson  because  our  for- 
mer mayor  Dianne  Feinstein's  real  estate 
interests  and  vacancy  control  veto  holo- 
caust have  kept  San  Francisco  residents 
prisoners  in  their  own  homes. 

Another  way  to  get  action  on  the  crimi- 
nal clement  loitering  in  our  doorways  and 
city  streets  is  to  contact  organizations  plan- 
ning conventions  in  San  Francisco,  and  tell 
them  in  a  polite  way,  "Please  don't  come  to 
S.F.  The  streets  aren't  safe."  Tell  them  about 
your  own  experiences.  Send  photographs. 
Enclose  several  recent  newspaper  articles. 

Both  of  these  ideas  consistently  pursued 
by  a  small  group  of  people  would  clear  the 
streets  fast. 

-Didk  King 

Attitude  Adjustment 

Editors: 

1  would  like  to  thank  The  Tenderloin  Times 
for  always  being  there  when  I  needed  to 
know  that  the  walls  of  the  community  are 
crying  out  with  mo.  1  was  invited  by  the 
Japanese  community  to  return  to  the  Ten- 
derloin and  learn  a  new  way  of  looking  at 
life.  After  studying  under  Rev.  Kawahatsu, 
minister  of  the  Konko  church  for  six  months, 
I  can  tell  you  in  a  new  language  the  many 
visions  the  Asian  community  gave  mc, 
which  offers  mo  the  chance  to  grow  as  a 
person.  If  only  you  could  read  all  the  Asian 
signs  placed  in  your  community  that  say 
stand,  rise,  and  leave  to  a  way  of  life.  You 
can  sec  what  the  Asian  community  did  for 
me  in  six  months  in  widening  my  choices 
and  understanding.  I  know  that  the  people 
of  this  community  will  be  much  closer  now 
that  we  are  bringing  our  minds  and  way  of 
life  closer  together.  1  lovo  my  attitude  ad- 
justment, and  1  hope  everytxxiy  in  this  dty 
will  also  get  one,  adjusting  to  the  changing 
times  and  value  system. 

'Kenneth  M.  Wade 

Free  Food  and  Economic  Quakes 

Editors: 

One  year  ago  Sandra  Loranger  gained 
international  attention  when  she  was  jailed 
for  23  days  for  feeding  the  hungry  in  Santa 
Cruz.  At  that  time  she  was  a  local  antique 
store  owner  who  was  simply  following  her 
Christian  principles  by  responding  to  hun- 
ger and  homelessness  in  the  most  direct  and 
logical  way  she  could. 

Whlle  the  media  attention  made  city 
officials  back  down  and  allow  a  free  meal  to 
be  served  every  day,  they  have  refused  to 
repeal  their  camping  ban.  In  an  effort  to  got 
them  to  lift  the  ban,  Loranger  started  an- 
other fast  on  Sept.  25,  which  she  continued 
for  40  days. 

This  time  LorangeKs  courageous  efforts 
went  virtually  unnoticed — both  by  the  press 
and  the  city  of  Santa  Cruz.  It  appeared  that 
the  city  of  Santa  Cruz  would  have  been 
happy  to  see  her  quietly  die  of  hunger.  To 
me  and  many  others  I've  spoken  to  there's  a 
story  in  this  that  should  get  some  space  in 
the  media  here.  There  comes  a  point  where 
silence,  "ignore-ance,"  becomes  complicity. 

Television  news  coverage  noted  the  irony 
when  the  flag  flow  at  half-mast  over  San 
Francisco's  City  Hall  for  Mitch  Snyder  while 
Mayor  Agnos  ordered  homeless  people  and 
their  supporters  arrested  and  run  out  of 
Civic  Center  Plaza.  These  arrests  have  con- 
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tinued  all  over  the  city,  now  that  it's  a  crime 
to  be  without  a  homo — as  it  is  in  Santa  Cruz. 

How  many  v^ll  have  to  die  before  we 
face  the  truth  that  those  among  us  who've 
bocn  hit  hardest  by  our  various 
earthquakes  are  us,  and  not  some  Ujwcr  and 
alien  class  of  persons  somehow  themselves 
to  blame  for  this  widespread  devastation  of 
human  lives  we  see  alJ  around  us? 

-Sarah  Menefoe 

Don't  Cut  Medicare  Benefits 

Editors; 

Cutting  into  benefits  of  Medicare  for 
seniors  and  disabled — among  them  veter- 
ans from  two  world  wars — is  a  sin. 

AFL/CIO  President  Kirkland  says, 
"Packages  of  deep  cuts  and  regressive  tax 
schemes"  (beer  and  gasoline),  which  hit  the 
working  poor  the  hardest,  "would  force  low 
and  moderate-income  Americans  to  bear  an 
unc!qual  share  of  the  burden  for  solving  a 
crisis  they  did  not  create. 

'The  richest  fifth  of  Americans  in  the  last 
10  years  earned  real  income  gains  of  32 
percent,  while  working  families  struggled 
to  stay  even.  It  is  only  fair  that  those  who 
benefited  most  should  be  the  first  in  line  to 
pay  when  the  bill  comes  due." 

It's  late  to  enact  an  alternate  budget,  but 
we  must  continue  pressuring  Congress.  We 
urge  and  encourage  seniors  and  union  re- 
tiree organizations  to  pressure  Congress  and 
the  president  now.  We  can  write  or  send 
delegations  to  our  district.  Call  Congress  at 
(202)  224-3121.  It's  time  to  sound  the  alarm. 

-Waller  Stack  and  Lee  Brown 
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Adam  Sparks  Faces  Jail 
Term  or  Garbage  Detail 


Defiant  owner  of  the  Pacific  Bay 
Inn,  Adam  Sparks,  has  lost  his 
appeal  of  a  contempt  of  court 
conviction  and  now  faces  178  days  in 
the  San  Francisco  County  jail. 

Sparks,  40,  was  convicted  of  con- 
tempt for  refusing  to  set  aside  69  rooms 
in  his  hotel  al  520  Jones  St.  for  residen- 
tial tenants,  and  instead  offering  the 
hotel's  84  rooms  to  higher-paying  tour- 
ists. The  outspoken  hotelier's  refusal  to 
rent  to  low-income  people  was  in  viola- 
tion of  the  city's  Hotel  Conversion  and 
Demolition  Ordinance,  passed  in  1981 
and  designed  to  preserve  affordable 
housing  in  the  city. 

Randy  Shawof  the  Tenderloin  Hous- 
ing Clinic  saw  the  Nov.  9  Appellate 
court  decision  as  one  that  reaffirms  the 
constitutionality  of  the  ordinance  that 
specifies  that  a  certain  number  of  rooms 


in  certain  hotels  be  reserved  for  resi- 
dential renters. 

"This  was  the  case  everyone  thought 
was  the  test  case  for  the  ordinance," 
said  Shaw.  "Thecourt  hasmadeitclear 
that  this  kind  of  activity  by  hotel  own- 
ers will  not  be  tolerated." 

Sparksillegallyconvertedhishotel — 
formerly  named  the  Sequoia  — in  1986 
after  a  fire  on  Christmas  Day  1985,  and 
has  been  wrangling  with  the  city  in  the 
courts  ever  since.  The  former  commer- 
cial real  estate  salesman  with  Skyline 
Realty  may  avoid  time  behind  bars  by 
working  the  trash  detail,  picking  up 
litter  around  the  city,  and  possibly 
paying  a  fine. 

Sparks  has  30  days  before  he  must 
surrender  himself  to  the  Sheriff's  De- 
partment and  begin  serving  his  term. 

■Tom  McCarthy 


Southeast  Asians  Air  Their 
Concerns  to  Mayor  Agnos 


by  Sophath  Pak 

Crime,  small  business  develop- 
ment, teenage  drop-out  rales, 
and  creating  a  multi-cultural 
center  were  among  the  issues  raised  by 
some  30  members  of  the  Vietnamese, 
Laotian,  and  Cambodian  communities 
in  a  meeting  with  Mayor  Art  Agnos  at 
his  City  Hall  office  on  Nov.  15. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  the 
Mayor'sOffice  in  an  effort  to  hear  some 
of  the  concerns  of  the  Southeast  Asian 
community. 

The  Laotian  contingent,  which  met 
among  themselves  prior  to  the  meeting 
with  the  mayor,  came  in  with  a  list  of 
agenda  items  to  present  to  Agnos,  in- 
cluding developing  more  parks  and 
ing  a  Southeast  Asian  multt-cul- 


tural  center. 

"The  multi-cultural  center  is  the 
number-one  priority  for  us,"  said  Ten- 
derloin social  worker  Chanthanom 
Ounkeo,  who  is  Laotian.  "Once  we  have 
the  center,  we  can  do  many  things  to 
help  the  community — classes,  cultural 
events,  fundraising  parties.  Southeast 
Asian  language  classes." 

While  not  committing  to  funding 
such  a  center,  Agnos  pledged  to  keep 
abreast  of  new  sources  of  private  or 
state  funding,  said  Zoon  Nguyen  of  the 
mayor's  staff,  who  coordinated  the 
meeting. 

In  response  to  questions  about  de- 
veloping more  parks  in  the  Tenderloin, 
the  mayor  said  that  the  city  hopes  to 
complete  construction  of  a  new 
children'splayground  on  Ellis  Street  by 


School  District  Tackles  Lao, 
Khmer  Drop-Out  Rates 


by  Julie  Scheff 

School  officials  and  Cambodian 
and  Lao  youth  met  together  last 
month  at  Galileo  High  School  to 
discuss  why  truancy  is  rampant  among 
these  immigrant  students. 

Amongthe  12  teenagers  present,only 
three  raised  their  hands  when  the  group 
was  asked  who  was  not  attending 
school.  But  the  drop-out  rate  among 
Cambodian  youth,  in  particular,  is  esti- 
mated to  be  much  greater  than  was 
evident  at  the  Nov.  7  meeting. 

"Drop-out  ratesare  very  highamong 
Cambodian  youth,"  said  Maria  Ponce, 
a  consultant  with  the  drop-out  preven- 
tion office  of  the  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District  (SFUSD).  "But  1  have  no 
idea  of  the  precise  number — maybe  50 
percent  if  not  more  [drop  out]  in  high 
school." 

Ponce  explained  that  the  school  dis- 


trict does  not  collect  data  on  the  Cam- 
bodian or  Lao  communities,  but  rather 
lumps  them  together  with  the  Chinese 
ethnic  category. 

Fear  of  being  harassed  by  other  teen- 
agers was  one  of  the  reasons  that  some 
of  the  students  gave  for  not  going  to 
school. 

"He  goes  to  Mission  but  he  gels 
beaten  up  there  by  bigger  people," 
Jimmy  Ngin,  17,  said  about  a  younger 
friend  who  chose  not  to  speak  himself. 
"He  can't  stay  at  Mission.  They  all  gang 
up  on  all  the  Cambodians.  They  don't 
want  us  to  go  onto  their  territory.  He 
wants  to  transfer  to  Galileo.  " 

Hoover  Liddell,  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  high  schools  with  the  school 
district,  responded:  "If  the  principal  at 
Mission  knows  there's  a  problem  with 
his  safety,  maybe  we  can  do  something." 
Liddell  explained  that  although  many 
Cambodian  students  go  to  Galileo  High 


Birth  Control 
Abortion 

Gynecological  Exams 


Pregnancv  Tests 
AIDS  Antibody  Tests 
Premarital  Tests 


Day  or  evening  appointnH'nt>  .iViiiUibk'.  Mi'di-C.il.  Vis.i,  .nui  M.istiTC.ird 
accepted.  All  services  low  cost  <ind  tontidontial 

PiTsomd,  convenient,  affordable  c  re 
Civic  Center 
815  Eddy  Street,  SK 
441-5454 


p 


Planned  Parenthood' 


OPholo  Phil  Head 
n  Oct.  30 — Halloween  Night — evangelist  Larry  Lea  took  the  stage  in  San 
Francisco's  Brooks  Audilorium  to  lead  Christians  in  what  he  termed  an  "exorcism" 
from  this  city  of  its  demons  of  AIDS,  homosexuality,  and  homelessness.  Local 
activists  and  gays  obliged  the  Texas  preacher  with  a  good  old-fashioned  counter- 
demonstration — complete  with  costumed  ghouls,  nuns  in  drag,  debauchery,  decadence, 
and  hymns  and  howls  of  protest.  The  hard  rock  band  Atrocity  played  a  loud  and  vigorous 
set  of  its  eminently  forgettable  songs  on  the  edge  of  Civic  Center  Plaza,  across  from  the 
auditorium  on  Grove  Street.  Stalwart  members  of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department, 
brandishing  batons  and  wearing  riot  helmets,  confronted  the  counter  demonstrators  as 
they  confronted  busloads  of  Christians,  and  a  clash  seemed  inevitable.  But  by  9  p.m.  the 
street  was  cleared  and  the  exorcism  evidently  took  place;  the  protestors  had  all  dashed 
off  to  parties  in  the  Castro  and  Mission  districts.  "Mark  my  words."  said  one  demonstrator 
dressed  as  a  bloody  Jesus  wearing  an  American  flag  as  a  loincloth,  "San  Francisco  will 
still  be  here  tomorrow." 

-Tom  McCarthy 


September  1991. 

Some  Southeast  Asian  leaders  ex- 
pressed concerns  about  not  having  an 
elementary  school  near  the  Tenderloin. 
Because  children  must  be  bussed  to 
Treasure  Island  and  other  schools  some 
distance  away,  parent  participation  in 
school  activities  is  discouraged.  In  re- 
sponse, Agnos  said  that  schools  and 
education  were  out  of  his  jurisdiction, 
but  directed  people  to  the  Board  of 
Education. 

Several  in  attendance  nr\enlioncd 

problems  they  had  with  their  busi- 
nesses. "If  s  not  easy  to  run  a  business  in 
the  Tenderloin,"  said  a  Vietnamese 
businessman  who  owns  a  bar  on  Jones 
Street.  "But  the  only  place  where  we 
can  afford  the  rent  is  in  the  Tenderloin." 

Members  of  the  Cambodian  com- 
munity said  the  Tenderloin  needs  bet- 
ter police  services,  citing  an  increase  in 
robberies  and  harassment  of  residents 
on  the  street.  The  mayor  responded  by 
saying  that  in  1991  the  city  will  recruit 
165  more  police  officers. 

Ounkeo  said  she  was  glad  the  meet- 


ing took  place.  "He  reacted  very  well  to 
our  concerns  and  it  seems  he  is  willing 
to  do  something,"  she  said. 

Tho  Do,  a  Vietnamese  staff  person  at 
Local  2,  agreed.  "It  was  good  for  him  to 
hear  directly  from  the  grassroots  lead- 
ers who  work  with  the  people,  rather 
than  his  aides,"  she  said.  "On  the  other 
hand,  he's  not  going  to  listen  to  us  until 
we  show  we  have  some  sort  of  political 
power  that  translates  into  voles  " 

Nguyen  said  the  Mayor's  Office 
would  like  to  schedule  another  meet- 
ing— ^probably  without  the lyiayor  pres- 
ent— to  follow  up  on  the  issues  raised. 
"It  would  be  more  of  an  informahonal 
public  workshop,  to  explain  things  like 
how  to  apply  for  city  money,  get  small 
business  loans,  or  obtain  jobs  in  the 
police  or  fire  departments,"  she  said. 

"The  mayor  is  learning  that  these 
people — after  14  years  in  the  United 
States — mean  business,"  added 
Nguyen.  "They  vote,  own  businesses, 
and  want  things  like  more  police  pro- 
tection, better  housing,  etc.  He  has  to  be 
responsible  to  that." 


School,  the  school  district  assigns  stu- 
dents to  schools  depending  on  where  a 
student  lives. 

While  Liddell  said  he  was  concerned 
aboulCambodian  and  Lao  students,  he 
said  the  school  district  cannot  cater  to 
any  given  ethnic  group.  "There  are 
20,000  students  in  high  school,  who 
speak  some  22  languages  in  each  high 
school,"  he  said. 

But  many  who  sp>oke  at  the  meeting 
said  there  are  reasons  Cambodian  teen- 
agers in  particular  need  special  atten- 
tion. School  district  staffperson  Silen 
Nhok  said  that  during  the  Khmer  Rouge 
regime,  the  children  who  are  now  in 
high  school  experienced  trauma  that 
still  shadows  them  today. 

"During  the  Khmer  Rouge  years,  no 
one  had  any  education  for  four  years," 
said  Nhok,  explaining  why  many 
Cambodian  high  school  students  lack 
adequate  educational  preparation. 

"The  Cambodian  community  has 
suffered  to  such  an  enormous  degree — 


the  problems  are  transmitted  to  the  next 
generation  in  terms  of  problems  with 
memory  and  concentration,"  said 
Holbrook  Teter,  a  counselor  with  the 
Tenderloin  Self-Help  Center,  and  an 
expert  on  the  psychological  effects  of 
war  trauma.  "Becauseof  these  factors,  a 
more  comprehensive  program  has  to 
be  developed .  What  we're  seeing  is  drop 
outs." 

Al  the  end  of  the  meeting,  school 
officials  and  some  advocates  talked 
about  opening  up  a  classroom  in  the 
Tenderloin  for  Cambodian  youth  who 
would  not  go  to  school.  SFUSD  Con- 
sultant Ponce  could  make  no  promises 
about  the  class,  although  she  said  she 
thought  it  was  a  good  idea. 

"All  communities — Blacks  and  Lati- 
nos, for  example — have  problems,"  said 
Ponce.  "But  theCambodianyouth  have 
difficulties  because  someof  them  never 
went  to  school.  The  idea  of  having  a 
classroom  is  the  right  step." 


1^ 
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Cambodian  Rebel  Leader  Condemns 
Vietnam,  Not  the  Khmer  Rouge 


by  Sophath  Pak  and  Sara  Colm 

Cambodian  guerrilla  leader  Son 
Sann  visited  the  Bay  Area  last 
month  on  a  United  States  tour 
to  drum  up  money  and  support  for  the 
rebel  coalition  warring  with  the  Cam- 
bodian govcrruncnl  in  Phnom  Penh. 

The  coalition,  which  includes  Sann's 
Khmer  People's  National  Liberation 
Front  (KPNLF),  the  Khmer  Rouge,  and 
forces  loyal  to  Prince  Sihanouk,  was 
formed  in  1982  to  oppose  the  Vietnam- 
ese-backed government  of  Hun  Sen  in 
Cambodia. 

In  a  press  conference  in  Oakland  and 
a  talk  at  U-C.  Berkeley  in  early  Novem- 
ber, Sann,  79,  stressed  that  the  problem 
for  Cambodia  was  not  a  possible  return 
to  power  of  the  Khmer  Rouge — respon- 
sible for  the  deaths  of  more  than  1  mil- 
lion Cambodians  in  the  1970s — but  the 
threat  of  Vietnamese  colonization  of 
Cambodia. 

'The  Vietnamese  are  worse  than  the 
Khmer  Rouge,"  said  Sann.  "The  Khmer 
Rouge  killed  Cambodian  people  and  I 
can't  forgive  them  for  that.  But  the 
Vietnamese  want  to  eliminate  our  na- 
tional identity." 

While  most  observers  agree  that 
Vietnam — which  invaded  Cambodia  in 
1979  and  ousted  the  Khmer  Rouge  from 
power — withdrew  most  of  its  26,000 
troops  from  Cambodia  in  September 
1989,  Sann  charged  that  thousands  of 
Vietnamese  soldiers  and  1  million  Viet- 
namese settlers  remain. 

'They  continue  to  rule  Cambodia  by 
advisers  and  settlers,"  said  Sarm.  "There 
are  more  than  60,000  Vietnamese  sol- 
diers in  Cambodia — commanders  in  the 
forest  as  well  as  many  soldiers  in  dis- 
guise in  the  Cambodian  army." 

Sann  said  that  for  a  long  time  he 
resisted  joining  the  coalition  that  in- 
cludes the  Khmer  Rouge.  But  eventu- 


PhoEo  Phil  Head 

Guerilla  leader  Son  Sann  (right),  flanked  by  his  son  Son  Soubert  (far  left),  and  Oakland 
KPNLF  member  Francis  Samsotha  (center)  at  an  Oakland  press  conference  last  month. 

try." 


ally,  in  need  of  military  aid  and  at  the 
urging  of  the  United  Slates  and  China, 
he  joined  the  coalition  in  1982. 

"At  first  1  refused  to  answer  to  the 
Khmer  Rouge  when  they  asked  me  to 
join  them  in  1980  because  all  my 
people — civilians — have  been  victims 
of  the  Khmer  Rouge,"  he  said.  "I  would 
only  consider  it  if  they  kicked  out  the 
top  leaders. 

"I  am  with  the  Khmer  Rouge  be- 
cause in  1980  I  made  an  appeal  to  west- 
em  countries,"  Sann  continued.  '1  told 
them,  1  am  invited  to  enter  the  tiger 
cage  [join  the  Khmer  Rouge] — please 
give  rrx?  a  big  stick.'  But  up  until  now, 
no  one  has  given  me  the  big  stick.  We 
accepted  the  formula  [to  form  a  loose 
coalition  with  the  Khmer  Rouge]  be- 
cause we  needed  the  military  aid.  The 
dilemma  was  either  stay  very  weak  and 
do  nothing,  or  have  more  aid  to  fight 
the  Vietnamese  and  liberate  the  coun- 


The  answer  for  Cambodia,  Sarm  said, 
lies  in  a  proposal  by  the  United  Nations 
to  send  in  an  international  peacekeep- 
ing force  and  set  up  a  Supreme  Na- 
tional Council  (SNC)— including  all  four 
Cambodian  factions — to  administer 
Cambodia  until  free  and  fair  elections 
can  take  place. 

"For  11  years  the  Vietnamese  haven't 
been  able  to  eliminate  the  Khmer 
Rouge/'  Sann  said.  "Only  if  we  have 
free  elections  in  Cambodia,  the  people 
of  Cambodia  will  eliminate  them  t>e- 
cause  all  have  been  victims  of  the  Khmer 
Rouge." 

The  Supreme  National  Council  in- 
cludes two  representatives  from  each 
of  the  four  factions,  plus  Prince  Siha- 
nouk as  chairperson.  Some  observers 
have  criticized  the  SNC's  composition 
for  including  the  Khmer  Rouge,  par- 
ticulariy  because  one  of  their  delegates 


is  Son  Sen  (not  related  to  Son  Sann), 
who  headed  the  state-security  appara- 
tus during  the  Khmer  Rouge  regime. 
Son  Sen  is  believed  by  some  scholars  to 
be  responsible  for  at  least  100,000  deaths 
in  1978  alone. 

'The  Supreme  National  Council  is 
an  elaborate  fiction  to  get  around  West- 
ern revulsion  at  having  the  Khmer 
Rouge  lake  part  in  an  interim  admiru- 
stration  in  Cambodia,"  wrote  Nayan 
Chanda,  news  editor  for  the  Asian  Wall 
Street  fourml  in  September,  1990.  The 
fact  that  the  Khmer  Rouge  did  not  nanr>e 

'7  told  than,  7  am  invited  to 
enter  the  tiger  cage — please  give 
me  a  big  stick.'" 

more  obscure  members  to  represent 
them  at  the  Supreme  National  Council, 
Chanda  said,  means  that  "the  reviled 
top  leadership  are  not  about  to  retire 
from  the  scene." 

Sann  acknowledged  that  there  was 
no  guarantee  that  the  Khmer  Rouge 
would  lay  down  their  arms  and  partici- 
pate in  the  peace  process,  especially 
should  they  lose  the  elections. 

'Thaf  s  a  risk— especially  if  they  have 
arms  caches,"  he  said.  "We  have  to  ask 
the  U.N.  peacekeeping  force  to  come  in. 
Also,  the  people  in  Cambodia  will 
(expose  the  location  of]  the  caches." 

In  addition  to  asking  the  United  Stales 
to  continue  its  financial  support  of  the 
resistance  coalition,  Sann  said  his  goal 
in  visiting  the  United  States  was  to  meet 
with  his  countrymen  here  and  ask  them 
to  prepare  to  return  to  Cambodia  once 
a  peace  settlement  is  reached. 
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Funding 

Crunch 

Threatens 

Family 

Shelter 

by  Michele  Borovac 

Oncof  the cil/sonly  shelters  for 
homeless  families  is  fighting 
for  its  survival  after  financial 
woes  threatened  to  close  the  program's 
doors  by  January  1991. 

With  community  support  that 
poured  in  after  news  of  the  threatened 
closure  hit  the  press,  the  shelter  has 
been  able  to  avert  such  a  drastic  sce- 
nario, but  still  facesan  uncertain  future. 

Lx)cated  in  Hamilton  Church  at  1525 
WallcrSl.,  the  center  opened  the  winter 
of  1985.  Starting  out  as  a  city-funded 
night  shelter  for  families,  private  fund- 
ing enabled  it  to  expand  its  programs 
over  the  years. 

Today  the  center  operates  a  24-hour 
shelter,  providing  mealsand  respite  for 
up  to  70  people.  It  also  provides  pre- 
natal care,  a  clinic,  and  an  arts  program 
for  the  children  who  make  up  50  per- 
cent of  the  shelter's  residents.  A  voca- 
tional counselor  provide  information 
for  families  trying  to  find  stable  jobs 
and  housing. 

Dick  Clark,  director  of  the  center, 
said  the  shelter  also  has  a  grant  to  de- 
velop an  on-site  child  care  center  to  aid 
working  parents,  or  those  seeking 
employment.  Under  construction  is  a 
fenced  play  area  in  the  backyard  for  the 
center's  children. 

While  funding  for  these  smaller 
programs  is  available,  the  steady  fund- 
ing to  maintain  the  core  program — 
shelter,  meals,  and  counseling — has 
dwindled. 

"Everyone  wants  to  buy  an  oma- 
ment,l>ul  no  one  wants  to  buy  the  tree," 
said  Clark. 

Private  funding  for  the  center  has 
decreased,  Clark  said,  in  part,  because 
sponsors  donated  instead  to  election 
campaignsorpropositions  thisfall.City 
funding — $168,000  a  year — provides 
less  than  one-third  of  Hamilton's  total 
budget  of  $620,000.  Combined  with  the 
increasing  number  of  homeless  fami- 
lies seeking  shelter  and  services,  Ha- 
milton has  overrun  its  budget. 

The  Social  Services  Commission 
voted  last  month  to  grant  the  center 
$55,000.  But  Clark  said  there  have  been 
agonizing  delays  in  obtaining  the  funds. 
He  expects  to  receive  the  money  by 
mid-December,almosttwomonthsafter 
it  was  granted  to  the  shelter. 

"We  keep  submitting  bills  and  they 
keep  sending  them  back  with  more  and 
more  restrictions,"  he  said  in  late  No- 
vember. 'To  this  day  we  haven't  seen  a 
penny  of  that  money." 

Services  and  staff  have  been  cut  back 
to  bare  bones  in  an  effort  to  keep 
Hamil  ton  operating  on  a  24-hour  basis, 


INDIA 
^GIFTS  &  FOODS  ^ 

907  Post  St.  '^^'^ 


771-5041 

Specializing  in'* 
foods  from  India 

spices  •  Pickles  •  Dalls  •  Papads 

Lunch  Combinations: 
$3.99:  Chicken  ciirry,  2  vegetable 
curries,  dall  &  rice. 
$2.99:  Two  vegetable  curries,  dall  & 
rice. 

Store  Hour^: 

1 1  a.m.-  7  p.m.  Mon.-Sat. 
1 1  a.m.-  6  p.m.  Sunday 
Closed  Wednesday 


Phoio:  Phil  Head 

Hamilton  residents  Shana  Pitts  and  her 
two-month-old  child  would  haveto  return 
to  the  streets  if  the  shelter  has  to  close 
because  ot  funding  problems. 


Childcare  Workers  Picket 
For  Contract  at  TL  Center 


causing  a  high  stress  level  among  both 
residents  and  staff,  Clark  said. 

Clark  notes  that  over  the  past  few 
months  need  for  the  shelter  has  been 
even  greater.  During  October,  Clark 
said,  there  were  56  lurnaways  from 
Hamilton  center — many  of  whom  spent 
nights  in  their  cars  or  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  until  space  became  available  for 
them.  The  only  other  available  shelter 
for  families  is  at  Raphael  House  at  1064 
Sutter  St. — which  shelters  50  people  a 
night — or  through  the  Interfaith  Shel- 
ter program,  where  churches  volunteer 
to  provide  shelter  for  approximately  30 
family  members  a  night  during  the 
winter  months. 

Hamilton  has  felt  the  pinch  of  the 
ever  growing  numbers  of  homeless 
families.  A  1988  United  Way  report, 
based  on  1985  data,  said  that  there  were 
some  1,200  homeless  families  in  San 
Francisco.  By  contrast,  a  recently  re- 
leased study  by  Homcbase  estimated 
that  between  July  1988  and  June  1989 
there  were  2,280  homeless  families  in 
San  Francisco. 

Before  Shana  Pitts,  21,  found  shelter 
at  Hamilton  two  months  ago,  she  was 
homeless  and  eight  months  pregnant. 
With  the  assistance  of  Hamilton's  staff, 
she  obtained  shelter  and  medical  care. 

"It's  really  heart  breaking,"  said  Pitts 
of  the  shelter's  budget  cutbacks.  "The 
resources  hereare  really  helpingmegel 
my  life  together.  But  there  are  a  lot  of 
other  people  in  the  streets  who  won't 
get  helpbecause  the  shelterdoesn' t  have 
the  funds." 

Pitts  expressed  frustration  with  the 
city,  which  iscurrently  planning  toop>en 
a  new  Multi-Service  Center  for  families 
in  January,  1991  which  will  provide 
comparable  services  to  the  Hamilton 
shelter. 

"Thev  are  trying  to  open  a  new  one 
Ishelter]  at  the  risk  of  losing  both,"  she 
said.  'There  are  still  a  lot  of  bugs  to 
work  out  at  Hamilton." 

Clark  said  that  despite  budget  con- 
cerns, Hamilton'sboard  has  committed 
to  not  reduce  the  shelter's  hours. 

"We  can't  in  good  conscience  go 
back  to  sending  families  back  onto  the 
street  during  the  day,"  he  said.  "If  we 
haveto  reduce  hours,  we'll  close.  We're 
not  going  to  go  back  to  the  way  it  used 
to  be — when  a  woman  with  a  newborn 
had  to  be  put  out  on  the  street  at  8 
o'clock  in  the  morning  because  the 
shelter  closed  for  the  day." 

In  early  November,  Clark  said,  the 
shelter  funding  crunch  was  so  extreme 
that  it  was  facing  possible  closure  by 
Januaiy  1 991  unless  the  Department  of 
Social  Services  approved  a  moreexten- 
sive  funding  program,  or  Hamilton 
could  raise  an  additional  $30,000  a 
month  from  private  sources.  But  after 
numerous  press  reports  about  the 
shelter's  shaky  financial  status,  private 
funding  began  to  tricklein,stavingoff — 
at  least  temporarily — the  threatened 
closure. 

Clark  said  that  any  sort  of  assis- 
tance— cash  donations,  bulk  food  do- 
nations, orvolunteers — are  welcome. 
Phone  665-2354  for  more  information. 


by  Julie  Scheff 

Workers  at  a  Tenderloin  child- 
care  center  last  month 
stepped  out  of  their  class- 
room and  onto  the  streets  with  picket 
signs. 

About  10  union  members  marched 
outside  the  North  of  Market  Child 
Development  Center  (NMCDC)  at  177 
Golden  Gate  Ave.  in  an  informational 
picket  line  to  spotlight  conditions  fac- 
ingchildcareworkersat  the  center.  They 
carried  signs  reading  "North  of  Market 
is  Unfair  to  its  Workers"  and  "We  Want 
a  Contract  Now." 

Staff  members  contend  that  the 
center's  board  of  directors  has  been 
dragging  its  feet  on  reaching  an  agree- 
ment on  working  conditions,  leaving 
about  27  workers  without  a  contract  for 
two  years.  The  NMCDC  board  of  direc- 
tors recognized  the  United  Auto  Work- 
ers union  District  65-  in  December  1 988, 
just  two  months  after  a  wage  freeze, 
which  is  still  in  effect  today.  The  union 
and  the  board  began  to  negotiate  a 
contract  in  October  1989. 

The  union  members,  conceding  that 
the  center  is  financially  strapped,  are 
not  asking  for  higher  wages,  but  in- 
stead are  calling  for  an  immediate  reso- 
lutionof  health  and  safety  concemsand 
personnel  policy  issues. 

"Here  we  are  in  a  field  that's  under- 
paid and  undervalued,"  said  JadeTra  v- 
ers,  a  teacher  at  the  center.  "We 
shouldn't  beat  the  will  of  management. 
It  leaves  us  very  vulnerable  not  to  have 
a  contract." 

But  James  Armstrong,  president  of 
the  center's  board  of  directors,  said  the 
board  has  been  trying  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment on  a  lengthy  contract,  which  he 
describes  as  being  a  24-page  single- 
spaceddocument.  Armstrong  added 
that  the  union  and  board  had  agreed  on 
about  one  third  of  the  items  in  the  con- 
tract. 

"I  think  all  of  us  have  found  this 
process  to  be  exhausting,  at  times  per- 
plexing— something  allof  us  would  like 
to  get  finished,"  said  Arrr^trong. 

The  union  members,  critical  of  the 
delays,  are  demanding  that  the  board 
sign  a  contract  this  month,  which  would 
set  upgrievance  procedures  that  would 
protect  themagainst  arbitrary  firingand 
allow  them  input  into  student-teacher 
ratios  and  other  non-economic  issues. 

Armstrong  said  the  union's  Decem- 
ber deadline  is  probably  too  soon  to 
conclude  negotiations.  "I  wouldn't  be 
surprised  if  at  our  next  board  meeting 
(Nov.  27J,  the  board  articulated  a  desire 
to  fix  some  timelimi  ts,"  said  Armstrong. 
"But  it  could  be  very  defeating  if  we  set 


unrealistic  expectations." 

One  reason  for  the  delays,  said 
Armstrong,  is  that  the  union  and  the 
board  cannot  agree  on  who  is  repre- 
sented by  the  union's  bargaining  unit. 
The  board  of  directors  is  willing  to 
negotiate  a  contract  for  the  staff  at  the 
center,  but  not  at  the  centers  affiliated 
services.  In  addition  to  its  program  on 
Golden  Gate  Avenue,  NMCDC  con- 
tracts with  the  City  Attome/s  Office  to 
providcchildcare  for  that  office's  work- 
ersand  ahome-based  programin  which 
childcare  workers  make  home  visits. 

The  board  recognizes  the  18  workers 
at  the  center  as  part  of  the  union's  bar- 
gaining unit,  but  not  the  additional 
seven  staff  at  the  other  two  progranis. 
The  board  claims  that  some  of  these 
workers  do  not  want  union  representa- 
tion and  should  be  treated  separately  in 
any  case  because  they  fall  under  differ- 
ent funding  sources  than  staff  at 
NMCDC. 

''Unionization  of  childcare 
workers  is  a  political  tool. 
Right  now  childcare  is  sub- 
sidized through  lowwages." 

"They're  under  the  North  of  Market 
umbrella,"  responded  Stella  Robinson, 
shop  steward  and  negotiator  for 
NMCDC.  "When  we  were  recognized 
by  the  administration,  home-based 
workers  were  recognized  as  part  of  the 
union,  and  I  know  that  North  of  Market 
is  the  one  that  pays  the  salaries  at  Fox 
Plaza  [the  childcare  center  for  the  City 
Attorne/s  Office]." 

Despite  theirdifferences,  theadmini- 
strationand  the  staff  agree  onone  thing: 
childcare  is  greatly  undervalued.  Ac- 
cording to  Armstrong,  the  board  could 
have  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
union  drive  two  years  ago,  but  chose 
not  to.  He  said  that  the  board  hoped 
that  unionization  would  helpchildcare 
services  gain  a  political  voice. 

"There  were  fiveorsixsteps  we  could 
have  caused  them  to  go  through,"  said 
Armstrong.  "But  our  philosophy  was, 
we  feel  chi  Idcarc  services  are  not  recog- 
nizcxJ  and  not  given  theattenhon  in  the 
public's  mind  we  feel  it  deserves.  State 
reimbursements  are  woefully  inade- 
quate, particularly  in  an  area  like  the 
Tenderloin.  They're  at  the  same  rales  as 
in  Tracy  or  Modesto." 

Childcare  workers  agree.  "Unioni- 
zation of  childcare  workers  isa  political 
tool — we'reable  to  lobby  for  more  child- 
care funds,"  said  Travers.  "Right  now 
childcare  is  subsidized  through  low 
wages." 


Private  Funding  Opens  New 
Saturday  Children's  Program 


by  Vandy  Sivongsay 

As  a  crowd  of  delighted  children 
watched,  a  volunteer  artist 
mixed  watercolorsand  dabbed 
his  paintbrush  on  a  sheet  of  paper  until 
an  innageof  12-year-old  Yenny  emerged. 
This  was  one  of  the  inaugural  activities 
at  a  new  Saturday  morning  program 
serving  Tenderloin  and  other  low-in- 
comechildren,  located  in  the  recreation 
center  of  St.  Mark  Lutheran  Church  at 
nil  O'FarrellSt. 

Every  Saturday  from  10  a.m  to  2 
p.m.,  children  6  to  1 2  years  old  can  play 
games,  paint,  play  piano,  read  books, 
participate  in  active  sports  such  as  soc- 
cer, or  skateboard  in  an  enclosed  yard. 

Funded  by  a  $25,000  one-year  grant 
from  the  Embarcadero  Center,  the  pro- 
gram, called  "Super  Saturday  Plus," 
serves  a  nuximum  of  40  children  each 
Saturday.  The  program  targetschild  ren 
of  the  Tenderloin,  primarily  Southeast 
Asians,  to  provide  them  a  "safe  envi- 
ronment" and  help  accullurate  them, 
said  Program  Director  Sharan  Doowa. 


Doowa,  an  assistant,  and  about  30 
volunteers  take  turns  supervising  the 
children  while  they  play  games.  The 
children  are  usually  attended  by  alx)ut 
seven  adults.  Even  though  the  program 
takes  place  in  a  church,  there  is  gener- 
ally no  religious  teaching. 

"1  love  to  paint,  so  1  come  here  every 
Saturday,"  said  Sophal  Sann,  10.  An- 
other 10-year-old,  a  Laotian  boy,  said 
he  likes  to  play  football  at  the  center 
because  there  is  no  other  place  near  his 
home  to  play. 

Special  projects  include  field  trips 
and  visiting  guests.  One  visitor  taught 
the  children  atx>ut  Narive  American 
history  and  customs.  The  center  also 
plans  a  Christnrws  party  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  for  the  children,  where 
they  will  receive  gifts. 

"1  like  the  program  so  far  because  I 
think  the  children  love  it,"  said  Pauli 
Ken,  an  assistant  director.  Christine 
Lopez,  a  volunteer  coordinator  from 
the  Embarcadero  Center,  commented, 
"There's  a  lot  of  fun  here  and  every- 
body enjoys  it." 
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New  TL  Childcare  Center  Offers  Reprieve 
From  the  Streets  to  Homeless  Children 


by  Mike  McDennott 

A recently  opened  childcare  cen- 
ter for  homeless  families  may 
make  getting  off  the  streets  a 
slightly  less  daunting  task  for  some 
parents  and  children. 

On  Sept.  5  the  city  opened  its  first 
homeless  childcare  center  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  old  YMCA,  351  Turk  St., 
where  it  currently  provides  care  for  15 
children  from  homeless  families.  With 
a  referral  froma  shelter  or  social  service 
agency,  families  can  use  the  program 
for  an  average  of  two  months,  said  Liz 
Resner,  executive  director  of  Traveler's 
Aid  Childcare  Center,  which  admini- 
sters the  center. 

The  new  centcrisdesigned  to  freeup 
time  for  homeless  parents  to  search  for 
employment  and  permanent  housin 
while  their  children  are  being  super- 
vised. 

Barbara  Stinson  wasone  parent  who 
was  able  to  obtain  housing  while  her 
three-year-old  daughter  stayed  at  the 
center. 

"When  we  first  moved  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, we  were  staying  in  hotels  and  I 
was  in  hysterics  because  I  felt  like  1  was 
screwing  up  my  kid  and  that  my  kid 
hated  me,"  said  Stinson.  "(Thisl  pro- 
gram really  helped,  though,  and  they're 
not  loo  condescending  to  you  because 
you're  poor.  They  treat  you  like  you're 
just  going  through  a  bad  phase." 


Like  many  other  low-income  par- 
ents, Stinson  has  been  unable  to  find 
permanent  subsidized  childcare  be- 
cause waiting  listscanbea  year  or  more 
long,  with  priority  going  to  children 
who  are  in  danger  of  abuse. 

"The  catch-22  is  that  after  two 
months,  it  is  difficult  to  transfer  these 
children  into  permanent  subsidized 
housing,"  said  Resner. 

The  center — which  Traveler's  Aid 


hopes  will  serve  approximately  250  to 
300  children  over  the  next  year — re- 
ceives half  its  funding,  $55,000,  from 
the  city,  and  the  other  half  from  corpo- 
rate donations. 

Mayor  Art  Agnos  was  on  hand  dur- 
ing an  open  house  Nov.  8,  where  he 
received  an  award  of  recognition;  a 
painting  the  children  had  made  for  him 
representing  the  diversity  of  the  Ten- 
derloin. 


Phoio  Phil  Head 

The  staff  ot  the  new  center  for  children  of  homeless  parents  pose  with  their  charges  in  front 
of  the  center,  housed  in  the  basement  of  the  YMCA  at  351  Turk  St. 


City  Floats  Idea  of  Coupons  for  Panhandlers 


continued  from  page  1 

operatesa  shelter  and  a  variety  of  serv- 
ices for  homeless  people,  has  taken  a 
stand  opposing  the  coupon  program. 

"They're  trying  to  deal  with  people's 
guilt  about  doing  something,"  said 
Charlcne  Tschirhart,  St.  Anthony's 
advocacy  director.  "In  the  long  run  if  s 
going  to  create  more  hostility.  People  in 
the  street  are  frustrated,  and  they  know 
this  is  a  shove-off.  Wc  don't  think  it's 
going  to  work." 

Robert  Tobin,  executive  director  of 
Central  City  Hospitality  House,  which 
offers  shelter  and  counseling  to  the 
homeless,  called  the  proposal  well-in- 
tentioned but  misguided. 

"All  the  programs  are  full  virtually 
all  of  the  time — the  demand  for  our 
services  is  exceeding  the  supply,"  he 
said.  'This  (coupon]  program  proposes 
no  increased  capacity,  so  where  are  we 
directing  people? 

"Somebody  asking  for  spare  change 
getsa  piece  of  paper  instead — certainly 
resentment  would  be  the  least  danger- 
ous reaction  you  might  get,"  said  To- 
bin. 

The  decision  for  Hospitality  House 
not  to  participate  in  the  coupon  pro- 
gram was  complicated,  said  Tobin. 
"There's  a  lot  of  moral  and  political 
pressure  on  homeless  programs  to 
participate.  You  want  to  be  helpful,  and 
if  you're  not  helpful  there  are  some- 
times repercussions  forbeing  perceived 
as  uncooperative,"  he  said.  "And  we're 
all  strapped  for  cash.  That  was  part  of 
the  sell." 

FatherBuzzNern,executivedirector 
of  the  Episcopal  Sanctuary,  which  op- 
erates several  homeless  shelters,  said 
his  agency  plans  to  participate  in  the 
program  if  it  comes  to  fruition. 

"I  don't  think  it  does  any  good  for 
anybody  to  giveout  money  on  thestreet. 
I  think  that's  very  destructive,"  Nem 
said.  "I  think  the  bulk  of  the  money  is 
going  to  end  up  going  to  drugs  and 
alcohol.  If  the  coupons  tell  some  people 
who  are  not  awareof  the  services  avail- 
able where  to  go,  then  that  would  be 
good  too." 

Nem  said  he  was  approached  by  city 
staff  several  months  ago  about  the 
program,  but  has  not  heard  how  far  the 
plan  has  progressed. 

Harry  De  Ruyter,  director  of  the 
Sal  vation  Arm/sCenter  forSocial  Serv- 
ices in  San  Francisco,  said  his  agency — 


which  provides  shelter,  case  manage- 
ment, and  referrals  to  about  10,000 
peoplea  year — also  plans  to  participate 
in  the  coupon  program. 

"I  think  it  is  a  good  system,"  said  De 
Ruyter,  who  heard  about  the  plan  more 
than  a  month  ago.  "Even  if  we  hand  out 
one  of  ifiese  coupon  books  to  a  panhan- 
dler and  they  find  out  where  they  can 
gel  some  services,  we' vealready  helped 
one  person,  and  there's  the  hope  that 
we'll  help  many  more. 

"We  need  to  see  the  people  in  here, 
see  what  their  problems  are,  and  make 
a  case  management  system  for  them — 
that  is  the  concept  of  the  program,"  he 
said. 

Both  De  Ruyter  and  Nern  said  that 
vouchers  with  monetary  value  were 
not  being  considered  because  of  their 
potential  black  market  value.  Coupons 
with  monetary  value  could  be  hoarded 
and  traded  on  the  street,  Nlern  said. 

"Something  has  to  be  done  to  cut 
down  on  aggressive  panhandling 
and  also  to  help  people  on 
the  street.  There  needs  to  be  an 
information  program  to  tell 
the  public,  'Do  not  give 
money  to  panhandlers.'" 

-Dale  Hess 

Josh  Brandon  of  the  San  Francisco 
Coalition  on  Homelessness  (COH)  dis- 
agreed. He  called  the  coupon  program 
a  public  relations  ploy  that  will  do  little 
to  help  the  homeless.  When  the  coali- 
tion was  approached  about  the  project 
several  months  ago  by  Maggie  Do- 
nahue, assistant  to  the  Department  of 
Social  Services'  homeless  program, 
COH  offered  some  alternative  sugges- 
tions, Brandon  said. 

"She  came  to  us  for  advice  and  re- 
sponse, and  we  told  her  it  was  very 
ineffective,"  Brandon  said.  "We  asked 
her,  'Who  is  this  trying  to  benefit?  The 
general  public,  to  make  them  feel  bet- 
ter, or  is  it  to  get  homeless  people  off  the 
street?'" 

Brandon  said  that  Snyder  soon  took 
over  the  project  and  has  not  contacted 
the  coalition. 

The  coupon  program  will  give  tour- 
ists the  impression  that  homeless  people 
don't  know  where  to  go  for  help,  Bran- 
don said.  "Their  perception  is  that  there 
are  available  beds  and  the  system  is 
there,  and  all  a  homeless  person  has  to 


do  is  walk  up  and  get  services.  [The 
general  public  doesn't]  realize  the  sys- 
tem is  [full],"  said  Brandon. 

Critics  say  the  coupons  would  be  a 
weak  duplicate  of  existing  services. 
Some  organizations  already  distribute 
"survival  sheets" — full  listings o/ where 
to  go  for  food,  clothing,  shelter,  medical 
care,  and  counseling.  The  city  vouchers 
would  offer  less  information  because  of 
the  small  size  of  the  coupons,  Brandon 
said. 

People  on  the  street  find  out  about 
available  services  quickly,  Brandon 
added.  "You  learn  about  it  in  the  first 
week,"  he  said.  "There's  a  street  grape- 
vine out  there.  You  learn  that  there's  a 
lot  of  waiting  and  a  lot  of  lines." 

The  plan  creates  an  illusion  for  tour- 
ists, said  St.  Anthony's  Tschirhart. 
"You're  giving  the  tourists  the  hope 
that  they  are  solving  poverty,  and 
they're  not,"  she  said. 

Theimageof  solving  poverty  issome- 
Ihing  that  the  city  sorely  needs.  A  1989 
survey  conducted  by  the  San  Francisco 
Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  indi- 
cated that  tourists  are  profoundly  dis- 
turbed by  the  situation  on  the  streets, 
said  Dale  Hess,  the  bureau's  vice  presi- 
dent of  public  affairs. 

Touiists  Threatened  by  Panhandlers 

When  asked  what  they  didn't  like 
about  San  Francisco — a  town  depend- 
ent on  tourism  as  its  main  industry — 
22.8  percent  of  the  visitors  to  the  city 
said  "street  people,"  the  second-high- 
est response  in  the  survey.  That  figure 
is  up  from  about  5  percent  in  1983,  Hess 
said. 

He  also  said  the  Convention  and 
Visitor's  Bureau  has  worked  with 
Snyder  to  design  the  coupon  plan,  and 
called  the  early-November  meeting  of 
hoteliers  to  gauge  their  response.  Still 
undecided  is  whether  hoteliers  will  buy 
the  coup>ons  and  give  them  to  tourists, 
or  attempt  to  sell  them  at  the  hotels. 

"They  weren't  too  sure  of  the  me- 
chanics of  the  proposal,"  Hess  said,  "but 
all  agreed  something  has  to  be  done  to 
cut  down  on  the  amount  of  aggressive 
panhandling  on  the  street,  and  also  to 
help  people  on  the  street.  There  needs 
to  be  an  information  program  on  the 
street  to  tell  the  public,  'Do  not  give 
money  to  panhandlers.' 

"Once  people  realize  they're  not 
going  to  make  a  buck  on  the  street,  the 


Study  Shows 
Sharp  Rise  in 
Numbers  of 
Homeless  People 

A recently  released  report addsto 
the  controversy  over  the  num- 
ber of  homeless  people  in  San 
Francisco. 

Contrary  to  city  government's  esti- 
mates that  there  are  between  6,000  and 
10,000  homeless  in  San  Francisco,  a 
Homcbasestudyclaims23,710  individu- 
als are  without  homes. 

Homebase,  a  regional  support  cen- 
ter for  homelessness  and  policy  pro- 
grams, said  its  year-long  study  was 
based  on  the  State  Department  of  Social 
Services'  figures  on  how  many  people 
sought  help  from  the  state  in  finding  a 
place  to  live  between  July  1, 1989,  and 
June  30, 1990. 

To  include  the  children  and  spouses 
of  a  homeless  family  in  their  estimates, 
Homebase  turned  to  national  statistics, 
which  show  homeless  families  repre- 
sent 33  percent  of  the  homeless.  Home- 
base  multiplied  these  figures  by  3,07,  its 
estimate  on  the  numtjer  of  people  in  a 
family. 

Homebase's56-pagereport,  "Home- 
lessness in  the  Bay  Area,"  claims  that 
some  222,735  people  within  the  nine- 
county  Bay  Area  have  experienced 
homelessness  "for  some  period"  dur- 
ing the  year  that  ended  June  1990.  In 
addition  to  its  estimates  of  the  number 
of  homeless  people  in  the  region, 
Homebase  released  an  array  of  recom- 
mendations for  tackling  homelessness. 


thought  is  that  this  situation  probably 
will  cut  down  on  panhandling.  If  you 
dry  up  the  supply,  the  demand  will 
dropoff,"  he  said. 

'  I've  been  told  that  the  city  has  the 
services,  that  somewhere  these  services 
are  available,"  he  addecL 

But  Brandon  said  funnelling  people 
into  the  system  cannot  in  itself  be  con- 
sidered a  success,  and  criticized  Los 
Angeles'  Weingart  Center  program's 
track  record  for  doing  so. 

"Their  whole  success  rate  is  based  on 
whether  they've  got  people  on  General 
Assistance  [welfare],  not  transitioning 
people  out  to  a  stable  living  situation," 
Brandon  said.  "Success  to  a  homeless 
person  is  being  housed  and  not  being 
dependent  on  the  system." 

COH  has  come  up  with  a  program  of 
its  own:  more  than  40  homeless  people 
throughout  the  city  have  been  vending 
copies  of  "Poetry  USA"  literary  maga- 
zine and  the  coalition's  own  "Street 
Sheet"  newsletter  and  opinion  tabloid 
for  a  dollar  apiece — ten  times  the  pro- 
duction costs. 

Other  COH  money-generating  ideas 
for  the  homeless  include  a  walking 
messenger  service  in  the  financial  dis- 
trict, and  a  program  where  homclessor 
low-income  people  monitor  24-hour 
baggage-storage  facilities  throughout 
the  city  for  homeless  people's  belong- 
ings. 

InstihJling  programs  that  encourage 
people  on  the  streets  to  offer  services 
for  money  reduces  the  negative  images 
of  homelessness,  Brandon  added. 

"Instead  of  having  an  empty  hand  or 
an  empty  cup  extended,  have  it  be  a 
newspaper  or  a  service,"  he  said. 

Also  unimpressed  with  the  coupon 
program  was  a  homeless  man  named 
Jim,  who  until  recently  was  living  in  a 
wooden  box  in  a  parking  lot  South  of 
Market. 

"I'll  just  throw  the  [coupons]  away," 
said  Jim,  who  has  been  panhandling  for 
six  years.  "A  coupon  won't  do  me  any 
good." 

Sitting  on  Stockton  Street  near  the 
corner  of  O'Farrell  Street  with  his  cat, 
Jimsaid  hedidn't  think  there  was  much 
that  City  Hall  or  local  businesspeople 
could  offer  him  that  would  effectively 
replace  spare  change. 

"I  don't  think  they  know  how  to  talk 
to  us,  and  we  don't  know  how  to  talk  to 
them,"  he  said.  "Thai's  why  they  conrw 
up  with  stuff  like  that." 
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FEMA 
Controversy 
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by  the  earthquake,  according  to  Tom 
Roberts,  an  attorney  with  the  Homeless 
Advocacy  Project. 

So  far,  the  city  has  allocated  $5.4 
mihon  of  the  $5  5  million  for  the  multi- 
service centers,  said  Department  of 
Social  Services  Planner  Carla  Javits. 

Paul  Boden  of  the  Coali  tion  on  Home- 
lessness  (COH),  said  the  city  is  improv- 
ing shelters  at  the  cost  of  permanent 
housing  lost  in  the  earthquake. 

"Other  counties  that  have  received 
FEMA  money  opened  their  own  shel- 
ters and  multi-service  centers,  but  have 
used  their  FEMA  money  for  replacing 


or  building  permanent  housing,"  said 
Boden.  "SanFranciscoisnotdoing  that." 

Randy  Shawof  the  Tenderloin  Hous- 
ing Clinic  said,  "In  a  lawsuit  premised 
on  the  loss  of  permanent  housing,  the 
issue  is  why  so  much  money  is  going  to 
the  multi-service  centers."  The  Tender- 
loin HousingClinicvflll  receive  $90,000 
of  the  FEMA  funds  to  renovateand  staff 
IheSunnysideand  Jefferson  hotels,  157 
unitsoperaled  under  the  Modified  Pay- 
ments Program. 

But  city  officials,  angry  at  what  they 
believe  to  be  biased  and  unfounded 
criticism,  said  that  by  focusing  exclu- 
sively on  the  FEMA  money,  homeless 
advocacy  groups  dismiss  the  city's 
success  in  obtaining  funds  for  low-in- 
come housing  from  other  sources. 

Bob  PrenHce,  director  of  the  city's 
Healthcare  for  the  Homeless  program. 


said  the  city  succeeded  in  pressuring 
the  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  department  to  release  federal 
housing  subsidies  that  had  been  frozen 
under  the  Reagan  administration.  These 
funds,  known  as  Section  8  subsidies, 
pay  70  percent  of  a  tenant's  rent 

Prentice  also  said  that  the  city  is  now 
trying  to  release  the  HUD  money  to  the 
Community  Housing  Partnership,  a 
joint  venture  formed  last  spring  between 
CCHO  and  COH.  The  Community 
Housing  Partnership  (CHP)  was  de- 
signed to  acquire  permanent  and  tran- 
sitional housing  under  nonprofit  own- 
ership for  homeless  people. 

"They're  not  only  forgetting  history, 
but  they're  conveniently  ignoring  the 
fact  that  we're  doing  everything  we  can 
to  release  HUD  money  to  the  Commu- 
nity Housing  Partnership,"  said  Pren- 


tice. "Not  to  acknowledge  this  is  dis- 
honest." 

Prentice  predicts  that  the  HUD  sub- 
sidies will  generate  more  than  1,0(X) 
new  units  over  the  next  year — mostly 
transitional  and  permanent  housing. 
"We'rekeepingourcommitmcnttoncw 
housing,"  he  said.  "Multi-service  cen- 
ters are  not  at  the  core  of  our  program." 

Boden  said  he  did  not  sec  the  rela- 
tionship between  the  city's  support  for 
theCHP  andilsdisbursemcntofFEMA 
funds. 

"The  city  is  supporting  the  CHP — 
permanent  housing  for  homeless 
people — but  that  doesn't  mean  we're 
going  to  shut  up  about  other  things  that 
we  sec  arc  wrong,"  he  said.  "The  city 
didn'tbuy  a  muzzle  for  theCoalitionon 
Homelcssncss  when  they  supported  us 
in  the  development  of  the  CHP." 


WE'VE  BEEN  IN  PARTNERSHIP 
WITH  THE  TENDERLOIN  FOR 

OVER  100  YEARS. 


Siport  Keo  Don  Franklin.  PG6iE 

Sophanary  Ros 


Steve  Murphy.  PG&E 

Sophanarath  Ros 

Xt  didn't  take  an  earthquake  to  make  PGiStE  start  caring 
about  the  Tenderloin.  We've  been  here  for  more  than  100 
years,  delivering  gas  and  electricity  to  our  customers  and 
working  to  support  the  community. 

In  recent  years,  PG&E  has: 

♦  Weatherized  5,400  Tenderloin  residences. 

♦  Given  away  hundreds  of  energy-efficient  refrigerators. 

♦  Helped  Tenderloin  merchants  light  their  storefronts. 

And  continuing  today.  PG&E  is: 

♦  Giving  electric,  gas  and  earthquake  safety  presentations 
to  Tenderloin  community  groups. 

♦  Supporting  local  organizations  and  events  like  Hospitality 
House,  the  Tenderloin  Walkathon,  and  the  Bay  Area 
Women's  Resource  Center 

"PG&E  has  been  active  in  helping  local  merchants 


light  their  businesses,  improving  the  safety  and  viability  of 
our  neighborhood!'  says  Nancy  Russell,  Director  of  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition.  "And  without  their 
assistance,  last  year's  Tenderloin  Walkathon  couldn't  have 
happened.  Their  support  lets  others  know  the  Tenderloin 
is  alive  and  well." 

The  Tenderloin  means  much  more  to  us  than  just  gas 
and  electric  customers.  It's  our  home,  too,  where  our  friends 
and  relatives  and  employees  live  and  work. 


Atyoursenice. 
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TL  Struggles  for  Balance  Between  Empty 
Storefronts  And  Glitzy  Tourist  Hotels 


continued  from  page  1 

at  all,"  she  said.  "U's  helping  it.  The 
Metropolis  will  make  Mason  and  Turk 
a  well-ht  corner,  and  help  to  prevent 
crime" 

Motioning  to  a  news  vendor  and  a 
shoeshine  man  who  have  both  worked 
at  the  corner  of  Mason  and  Turk  streets 
for  many  years,  Lembi-Detcrt  said,  "I 
have  no  plans  to  move  those  people. 
They're  jusl  trying  to  make  a  buck.  I'm 
trying  to  help  them." 


Joe  Kaufman,  who  has  lived  on  Tay- 
lor Street— just  oncblock  from  Mason — 
for  many  v':ars,  said  he  can  feel  the 
strain  of  ti  tourist  district  pushing 
westward  into  the  Tenderloin. 

"When  til.  Ramada  (now  the  Pare 
55)  went  up  on  the  fringes  of  the  Ten- 
derloin, no  sooner  was  the  cement 
poured  than  a  hotel  developer  wanted 
the  next  block,"  Kaufman  said.  "If  they 
gobble  up  the  edge,  then  they  want  to 
gobble  up  more  and  more.  If  that  hap- 
pens, low-income  people  can  be  forced 
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TENDERLOrN  RINGED  BY  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMEiSfT:  Posh  digs  such  as 
Post  Street  Towers,  737  Post  St.  (A),  Geary  Courlyard,  639  Geary  St.  (B),  and 
Trinity  Towers  at  O'Farrell  and  Polk  sts.  (C),  arc  cropping  up  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Tenderloin,  charging  much  higher  rental  rates  than  buildings  only  doors  away. 
Highrise  hotels  towering  over  the  Tenderloin  are  putting  the  economic  squeeze  on 
low-income  residents  and  smaller  businesses:  Pare  55,  55  Cyril  Magnin  (D);  Hilton 
Hotel,  Taylor  and  O'Farrell  sis.  (E);  Nikko  Hotel  at  222  Mason  St  (F).  Meanwhile, 
smaller  hotels  like  the  Savoy,  580  Geary  St.  (G)  and  the  Abigail,  (H)  246  McAllister 
St.,  have  gone  upscale,  catering  to  an  uptown  crowd. 


TL  Voters  Diverge  from 
Rest  of  State  on  the  Issues 


continued  from  page  7 

that  these  revenues  be  used  for  alcohol 
and  drug  abuse  treatment  programs 
and  related  services.  The  proposition 
was  soundly  defeated  statewide,  69 
percent  to  31  percent. 

The  Tenderloin  also  agreed  with 
other  voters  by  defeating  Propositions 
126  and  136,  tx>th  tax  alternatives  to 
Proposition  134's  nickcl-a-drink  tax. 

On  the  local  level.  Tenderloin  resi- 
dents voted  two  to  one  for  Proposition 
B,  which  would  issue  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  Youth  Guidance 
Center.  Proposition  B  was  passed  by 
the  city,  but  by  the  much  narrower 
margin  of  2  percent. 

In  a  very  close  vote,  the  Tenderioin 
passed  Proposition  I,  which  would 
exempt  the  sprawling,  multi-faceted 
Mission  Bay  development  from  the 


previously  passed  gro  wthcontrol  stipu- 
lalionsof  Proposition  M.  But  the  propo- 
sition was  defeated  citywide  by  a  mar- 
gin of  less  than  1  percent. 

Although  the  number  of  Tenderloin 
residents  that  voted  was  low — 25  per- 
cent— the  neighborhood  was  not  an 
exception  to  general  voter  apathy.  State- 
wide, the  election  garnered  a  near-rec- 
ord-low turnout  of  43  percent. 

Gay  activists  across  the  city  hailed  a 
new  era  of  gay  and  lesbian  political 
activism  as  two  lesbians  won  seats  on 
the  Board  of  Supervisors:  Carole  Mig- 
dcn  and  Roberta  Achtenberg.  Tom 
Ammiano,  a  gay  comedian  and  activist, 
was  elected  to  the  San  Francisco  Uni- 
fied School  District  Board.  None  of  these 
three  candidates  made  gay  issues  the 
central  planks  of  their  campaigns  but 
won  because  of  their  progressive  posi- 
tions on  issues  of  citywide  interest. 


The  virus  that  causes  AIDS,  called  HIV.  affects  all  people 
Black,  White.  Latino.  Asian/Pacific  Islander,  and  American  Indian 

IF  YOU  ARE  WORRIED  ABOUT  HAVING  HIV 
CONSIDER  TAKING  THE  TEST 

HIV  TEST 


FREE  AND  ANONYMOUS 


CALL  FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT  -  NO  NAMES  TAKEN 

(415)  621-4858 


It  you  have  ever  had  sex  without  a 
condom  (with  men  or  women, 
straighi  or  gay),  or  have  shared 


IV  drug  needles,  you  are  al  risk  tor  HIV. 
It  you  have  HIV,  the  sooner  you  find  out 
and  get  treatment,  the  t)etter. 


A  message  Irom  the  AIDS  HealTh  Pioject  Umv  ol  Calito»n.a,  San  FranciBCO 
HIV  Anonymoui  Test  Sues  ate  (unded  by  ihe  SF  Oepi  ol  Public  Heatlh  AIDS  Office 


out. 

"This  is  the  last  low-income  neigh- 
borhood in  the  city,"  Kaufman  added. 
"There's  nowhere  else  to  go  from  here 
except  into  the  water,  into  the  bay." 

Fortunately  for  Kaufman  and  other 
low-income  residents,  the  North  of 
Market  PlanningCoalition  was  success- 
ful in  having  the  city  rezone  most  of  the 
Tenderloin's  50  blocks  from  commer- 
cial to  residential  use  in  1985,  and  de- 
crease building  height  limits  to  eight 
stories.  While  this  prohibits  more  high- 
rise  tourist  hotels  from  being  built  in 
the  Tenderloin,  rezoning  does  not  pre- 
vent luxury  condos  or  luggage  shops 
from  moving  in. 

On  the  corner  of  Mason  and  Ellis 
streets, Coffee  Ron's  isatthccrossroads 
where  Mason  most  begins  to  resemble 
Powell,  with  car  rental  agencies  and 
glitzy  night  spots  nearby,  and  a  major 
tourist  hotel  on  every  other  comer  of 
the  intersection. 

Dee,  a  bartender  at  Coffee  Ron's  for 
10  years,  said  her  business  depends  on 
tourists,  although  40  percent  of  her 
customers  are  neighborhood  regulars. 

"We've  been  here  for  26  years,"  she 
said,  "and  we  wouldn't  have  survived 
with  just  the  locals.  We  have  a  lot  of 
regulars  wholive  in  the  Tenderloin,  just 
trying  to  scratch  out  a  living  like  every- 
oneelse."  But,  she  said,  "eventually  this 
whole  block  will  go  down.  They'll  just 
inch  in  and  take  it.  If  you  want  the  big 
bucks,  you  have  to  have  the  major  ho- 
tels." 

Another  merchant  on  Mason  Street 
said  his  liquor  store  depends  on  tour- 
ists, and  he  hopes  the  Powell  Street 
spillover  continues.  Pointing  toward 
Taylor  Street,  he  said,  "One  block  over 
that  way,  it's  a  jungle." 

Merchantson  Mason  Street  feel  tour- 
ism is  the  key  to  economic  survival, 
although  longtime  residents  have  mixed 
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Photo:  Phil  Head 

Change  is  evident  on  the  edges  of  the 
Tenderloin,  as  chronicled  by  Herb  Caen  last 
month  when  he  lauded  the  "handsome  new 
Brasserie  Savoy'  at  Geary  and  Jones  for  its 
pate  and  olives. 

feelings.  Theriddleofbringingin  money 
while  preserving  an  affordable  neigh- 
borhood has  not  been  solved. 

Luxury  Towers 
on  TL's  Northern  Flank 

Up  along  Geary  and  Post  streets — an 
area  known  to  some  as  Tenderloin 
Heightsand  others  as  Lower  Nob  Hill — 
residential  hotels  have  disappeared, 
while  tourist  hotels,  expensive  restau- 
rants,and  luxury  apartments  have  taken 
root.  New  apartment  complexes  such 
as  Geary  Courtyard  and  Post  Street 
Towers  offer  luxury  suites  to  long-term 
business  visitors  as  well  as  short-term 
leases  for  six  months  or  a  year. 

Post  Street  Towers,  a  248-unit  com- 
plex at  737  Post  St.  with  two  towers 
continued  next  page 


TRUE  BLUE  CAFE 


522  JONES  rr  SF  CA  94102  ®  415  885.2767 


OVtRAU  *  -k 

FMd  -b  -Ci  ix 

Svrvitt  it  -tt 

AtniQtphtrt  it  H 


Inexpensive 


PltJSIS  Fresh,  wholesome,  care- 

fully mode  breoktost 
ond  lunch  classics 


Dottie's  True  Blue  Cofe 

S22  Jonci  Street  (between  Geary  and 
O'Farrell).  Son  f/oncisca 
885-2767 

Open  7  cm,  to  2  p.m.  Mondoy 
through  Friday;  7  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Sotur- 
doy  and  Sunday.  Beer  and  wine.  No 
credit  cords.  No  reservations, 


BY  PATRICIA  UNTERMAN 
CHitONicii  aiSTAufiANi  aiinc 


Churches  of  Christ,  Scientist  in  San  Francisco 


All  are  welcome  to  attend  a  neighborhood 
Christian  Science  Church  any  SUNDAY 


Catlfornla/Franktin  Sts. 
655  Dolores  -  English 
1250  Halght  St. 
300  Funston  at  Clement 
450  OTarrell  St. 
1984  Great  Highway 
175  Junipero  Serra  Blvd. 
3030  Judah  at  36th  Ave. 


11  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 
11  a.m. 

10  a.m. 

11  a.m. 
9:30  a.m. 
11  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


WE  TEACH  THE  EVERY-AVAILABILITY 
OF  SPRITUAL  HEALING 

n    n»f      ft.    •'A      w  ,^ 

u  u  n  n  B  u  6  u  B  « jj  1  iJ  li  jj  ij  •!  jj  s  c  jj 

Ch(;a(Jn  fSt  ca  quy  vi  rriBi  Chii  Nh|t 
Visitors  are  Always  Welcome  Every  Sunday 
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New  Tendo  or 
Urban  Jungle? 

continued  from  page  8 

rising  16  and  1 7  storiesover  the  Tender- 
loin, is  geared  for  "corporate  executive 
living,"  said  spokeswoman  Sally 
Hansen. 

"This  is  lower  Nob  Hill/'  said 
Hansen.  "Thai's  what  we'd  like  to  be- 
lieve." Rents  at  complexes  like  Geary 
Courtyard  and  Post  Street  Towers, 
which  offer  off-street  parking,  security, 
and  amenities  such  as  a  spa  and  garden 
for  residents,  go  for  nearly  twice  the 
price  of  apartments  nearby.  One-bed- 
room apartments  in  the  Towers  begin 
at  $925  a  month,  studios  start  at  $725, 
and  two-bedrooms  at  $1,300. 

Post  Street  Towers  has  long  been 
under  fire  from  housing  activists  be- 
cause the  owners  have  failed  to  abide 
by  a  six-year-old  agreement  with  the 


Photo:  Phil  Head 

"What  city  living  is  all  about."  proclaims  ttie 
billtward  out  front  of  the  newly-constructed 
Geary  Courtyard  apartment  towers — a 
ditterent  lake  on  life  in  the  Tenderloin. 

city  to  renovate  the  adjoining  Alcazar 
Theater.  An  architectural  gem  in  the 
midst  of  San  Francisco's  theater  dis- 
trict, the  Alcazar  has  stood  vacant  and 
idle  since  1984. 

Trinity  Towers,  on  the  northeastern 
edge  of  the  Tenderloin  at  Polk  and 
O'Farrell  streets,  is  a  sister  to  new  lux- 
ury suites  like  Post  Street  Towers  and 
Geary  Courtyard.  Originally  planned 
as  condominiums  and  fought  bitterly 
during  the  planning  stages  by  NOMPC 
housing  activists,  Trinity  To  wcrs  offers 
rental  apartments  with  short-term,  six- 
month,  and  one-year  leases.  Six  ground- 
floor  retail  spaces  sit  beneath  six  stories 
of  apartments  leased  mostly  to  profes- 
sionals and  college  students,  according 
to  manager  Kathy  Riley.  One-bedroom 
apartments  at  Trinity  Towers  start  at 
$850  a  month,  and  according  to  Riley, 
only  eight  of  its  272  units  are  vacant. 

In  contrast,  across  the  street  at  851 
O'Farrell  St.,  an  older,  four-story  brick 
building,  studios  go  for  $475  and  one- 
bedrooms  for  $550. 

Larkin  Street: 
S.F/s  "Indochinatown"? 

Reality  House  Administrator  Rich- 
ard Livingston,  whochairs  theeconomic 
development  subcommittee  of  the 
mayor's  Tenderloin  Task  Force,  said 
the  Larkin  Street  corridor  is  becoming  a 
new  "Indochinatown,"  with  numerous 
Southeast  Asian  businesses  lining 
Larkin  Street  from  Turk  to  O'Farrell. 

"Southeast  Asian  merchants  1  talk  to 
see  Larkin  as  the  number-one  shopping 
street  in  the  neighborhood,"  said  Liv- 
ingston. "Number  two  is  Ellis  Street." 

Southeast  Asian  markets,  restau- 
rants, and  other  :,mall  businesses  have 
beenlakingoverLarkinSlreelforaboul 
six  years,  according  to  Vu-Duc  Vuong, 
director  of  the  Center  for  Southeast 
Asian  Refugee  Resettlement,  whose  of- 
fices are  located  a  half-block  away  on 
O'Farrell  Street.  Now  that  the  business 
strip  has  established  itself,  Vuong  said 


he  expects  Southeast  Asian  businesses 
other  than  restaurants  and  markets  to 
fill  in  commercial  spaces  along  the 
bustling  four-block  stretch. 

At  the  comer  of  Larkin  and  Eddy 
streets,  the  revamped  Phoenix  Hotel 
and  Miss  Pearl's  Jam  House  restaurant 
have  cultivated  a  steady  business  of 
young,  hip  visitors  to  the  Tenderloin's 
western  flank. 

Chip  Conley,  owner  of  the  Phoenix 
as  well  as  the  Abigail  Hotel  on  McAllis- 
ter Street,  said  the  Tenderloin  must  be 
open  to  an  influx  of  capital  and  the 
inevitable  changes  such  an  influx  will 
bring. 

"If  low-income  housing  activists 
want  to  see  a  cleaner,  safer,  more  pros- 
perous Tenderloin,  they'll  have  to  ac- 
ccptdevelopmcnl,includingnon-profit 
and  some  for-profit  projects,"  he  said. 
"Gentrification  can't  happen  that 
quickly  because  of  rent  control  and  the 
dense  population  of  the  Tenderloin." 

But  long-term  residents  see  the 
changes  as  a  threat  to  the  affordable 
housing  stock,  and  they  are  afraid  gen- 
trification will  eventually  squeezelhem 
out. 

Marie  Ellickcr,  a  federal  employee 
and  McAllisterStreel  resident  who  lives 
on  the  block  planned  for  commercial 
development  by  Hastings  College  of 
the  Law,  fears  thai  one  day  she  may  lose 
the  low-cost  apartment  she  has  lived  in 
for  15  years. 

"It's not  that  thingsare movingahead 
that  quickly,"  shesaidofthelossof  low- 
income  housing  units,  "but  what's  dif- 
ficult is  just  trying  to  maintain  the  status 
quo,  and  I  don't  think  that's  being  done. 

"If  everything  gets  more  prosper- 
ous, people  have  an  incentive  to  gel  rid 
of  these  buildings,"  said  Ellicker.  "But 
nobody  is  talking  about  replacing  them. 
There'sgot  to  beamiddleground,  where 
people  can  live  here  but  still  improve 
the  neighborhood.  It's  like  walking  a 
tightrope." 

In  Ellicker's  corner  of  the  neighbor- 
hood— where  the Tenderloinmeets  the 
CivicCcntcr — a  different  kind  of  change 
is  taking  place.  In  addition  to  Hastings' 
plans  to  develop  the  block  bounded  by 
GoldcnGate  Avenue,  McAllister,  Hyde 
and  Larkin  streets,  a  new  crop  of  cafes 
and  sandwich  shops  have  sprung  up  to 
serve  workers  from  nearby  government 
buildings,  bringing  stability  and  foot 
traffic  to  the  area,  at  least  during  the 
daytime. 

Business  Flight  from 
the  Heart  of  the  'Loin 

In  contrast  to  pressures  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  neighborhood,  something 
entirely  different  is  taking  place  in  the 
neighborhood's  core.  A  recent  study  by 
Tenderloin  Youth  Advocates  revealed 
that  the  number  of  empty  storefronts  in 
the  heart  of  the  Tenderloin  has  doubled 
during  the  last  year. 

"Development  and  displacement  is 
not  asmuchofaproblemascri  me  within 
the  neighborhood,"  said  Livingston  in 
his  office  at  the  Cadillac  Hotel  on  Eddy 
Street.  Pointing  to  people  across  the 
street  sitting  on  parked  cars  and  con- 
duclingan  illegal  transaction,  he  added, 
"That's  the  problem." 

Drug  dealing,  public  drinking,  and 
violence  are  all  taking  an  economic  toll 
on  the  Tenderloin,  Livingston  said.  "If 
the  center  of  the  Tenderloin  becomes 
stronger — if  there's  less  street  crime — it 
will  attract  new  people  from  outside 
the  neighborhood,  as  well  as  people 
inside." 

Randy  Shaw,  director  of  the  Tender- 
loin Housing  Clinic,  believes  the 
changes  to  the  outskirts  of  the  Tender- 
loin are  not  as  threatening  as  economic 
decay  from  within. 

"I  think  it's  essential  that  capital  be 
brought  into  the  Tenderloin,"  saidShaw. 
"The  changes  have  all  occurred  on  the 
borders.  In  the  last  three  years,  there 
has  been  no  deVeTopment  or  gentrifica- 
tion pressures  put  on  what  we  view  as 
the  Tenderloin.  In  fact,  the  Tenderloin 
is  suffering  not  from  gentrification,  but 
depression." 

Advocates  who  call  for  more  subsi- 
dized housing,  homeless  services,  or 
businesses  geared  exclusively  toward 


residents  rather  than  tourists  do  not 
recognize  the  cold  economic  facts,  Sha  w 
said. 

"The  number-one  priority  is  to  keep 
working  people  hero,"  said  Shaw.  "You 
can  talk  about  neighborhood-serving 
businesses,  but  if  no  one  in  the  neigh- 
borhood has  any  money,  that's  just 
rhetoric.  The  Tenderloin  doesn't  need 
more  subsidized  housing.  It  needs  to 
make  the  area  a  safer  place  to  live." 

Deputy  Mayor  Brad  Paul,  formerly 


Surveys  by  The  Tenderloin  Times  show 
that  rents  have  tripled  in  the  Tenderloin 
since  the  late  1970s.  Many  residential 
buildingsintheTenderloin — some  2,500 
of  the  Tenderloin's  15,000  units — are 
owned  and  operated  by  nonprofit 
housing  developers  who  keep  rents 
affordable  in  a  market  gone  wild  in 
recent  years.  Another  1,500  units  re- 
ceive governmental  subsidies  to  keep 
rents  low. 

But  Livingston,Shaw,  and  others  say 

,■  -i 
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Starling  with  the  Diva  and  Oxford  hotels,  real  estate  entrepreneur  Yvonne  Lembi-Delert  is 
determined  to  change  the  Tenderloin's  image  to  a  more  upscale  theater  and  shopping  district. 


executive  director  of  the  North  of  Mar- 
ket Planning  Coalition,  said  the  Ten- 
derloin needs  to  figure  out  how  to  keep 
legitimate  businesses  afloat  without 
destroying  the  residential  quality  of  the 
area.  "The  most  dangerous  thingfroma 
neighborhood  standpoint  is  the  empty 
storefronts,"  said  Paul.  "You  want  ac- 
tive retail." 

Paul  suggested  that  more  Vietnam- 
ese cafes  in  the  Tenderloin  would  boost 
street  traffic  and  help  to  reduce  drug 
dealing  and  street  drinking.  Besides 
serving  residents,  the  cafes  might  also 
be  patronized  by  theater-goers,  who 
now  largely  a  void  the  core  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, Paul  said.  Low-interest  loans 
to  help  small  businesses  thrive  could  be 
a  partial  solution  to  the  problem  of  bring- 
ing stability  to  the  Tenderloin  commer- 
cial sector,  he  added. 

Valuable  Property 


r- 


Some  Tenderloin  activists  feel  ma 
ket-rale  buildings  like  Trinity  Towers 
and  Geary  Courtyard  are  welcome 
additions  because  they  bring  in  people 
with  enough  disposable  income  to  help 
stabilize  the  neighborhood. 

"I  think  a  certain  amount  of  market- 
rate  housing  is  positive,"  Livingston 
said.  "My  only  complaint  about  Trinity 
Towers  is  that  it's  on  the  fringe  of  the 
Tenderloin." 

Over  the  years,  Livingston  has  seen 
the  Tenderloin  change  from  a  virtual 


affordable  in  a  market  gone  wild  in 
recent  years.  Another  1^00  units  re- 
ceive governmental  subsidies  to  keep 
rents  low. 

But  Livingston,  Shaw,  and  others  say 
a  neighborhood  composed  entirely  of 
nonprofit  and  subsidized  housing 
would  not  survive  without  money 
pumped  in  to  create  a  stable  business 
community  and  to  keep  drugs  and  crime 
from  overtaking  the  Tenderloin. 

"I  want  gentrification,"  said  Living- 
ston. "I  want  the  neighborhood  nicer.  1 
want  to  attract  ou  tside  people.  Gentrifi- 
cation isn't  the  problem,  displacement 
is." 

Livingston  said  residents  and  activ- 
ists need  to  be  vigilant  about  whether 
newdevclopmentsdisplace  traditional 
residents  and  neighborhood  services. 
But  David  Baker,  who  has  lived  on 
Taylor  Street  for  15  years,  believes  this 
vigilance  needs  to  go  one  step  further, 
or  the  low-income  families  and  seniors 
who  largely  inhabit  the  Tenderloin 
stand  to  lose. 

"I  think  it's  very  short  sighted  not  to 
be  concerned  with  what  goes  on  in  the 
periphery  of  the  Tenderloin,  because  it 
obviously  hasimpacl,"  Bakersaid.  "The 
long  view  is,  we're  sitting  on  valuable 
property,  and  developers  are  always 
going  to  look  at  us.  The  advent  of  bou- 
tique hotels  Ion  Geary  and  Post  streets] 
puts  pressure  on  the  housing  stock  and 
the  small  business  people  catering  to 
the  neighborhood." 


Holiday  Sole 

•  Pottery  •Sculpture 

•  Cards  •  Paintings 

To  order  Holiday 
Greeting  Cards,  call  749- 
2120  or  776-2102 
Twenty  Silkscreened 
Designs  Available 


Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenwortti  Street 
Open:  Tues.-Fri.  12-5,  Sun.,  12-5  or  by  appointment 


Super  Burritos 
Tocos 

BRSTIN  TOWN 

Open  II  a.m.  -  mxdniv/^t 
T\onda\^  -  Snturcfatf 

JUST  TO  GO 
35  Mason  928-7782 


r 
I 
I 
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RECONDITIONED 
T,V.  &  VCR 

20%  oft  reconditioned  items  it 
you  Hve  in  the  Tenderloin. 

RCA  19"  $129 

I      RCA  VCR  $139  I 

Phones  and  Accessories  . 

I  and  morell  ' 

-  DOWNTOWHTV  I 

'  778  Geary  St.  771-4100 


BUSINESS 
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Hilltribe  Women  Weave 
Their  Crafts  into  Sales 


by  Rhonda  Henderson 

It  was  a  scene  that  could  have  boon 
set  in  highland  Laos:  Mien  women 
dressed  in  intricate  hand-embroi- 
dered traditional  turbans,  cotton 
blouses,  black  pants,  and  purses  gath- 
ered together  to  chat.  Several  squatted 
on  the  floor,  holding  babies  wearing 
embroidered  beanies  with  dangling  red 
pom-poms. 

But  their  Timex  watches  and  K-Mart 
tube  socks  beneath  simple  leather  san- 
dals were  proof  of  a  new  cultural  influ- 
ence. And  the  busy  exchan^  of  green 
American  bills  indicated  that  they  meant 
business. 

The  women — members  of  the  San 
Francisco-based  Mien  Women's  Em- 
broidery Collective — ^had  come  to  cash 
in  on  their  folk  crafts.  Begun  in  1985  as 
a  project  of  the  Refugee  Women's  Pro- 
gram, the  collective  has  enabled  Mien 
women  to  participate  in  and  contribute 
to  American  culture,  while  still  main- 
taining and  practicing  their  traditional 
heritage.  In  addition,  the  collective  gives 
its  35  to  40  members  employment  op- 
portunities which  help  ease  a  difficult 
cultural  transition. 

A  Mien  tradition  that  dates  back 
thousands  of  years,  the  embroidery — 
termed  Congx  Congx  by  the  women — 
has  colorful  geometric  designs  based 
on  plants,  animals,  and  household  ob- 
jects. Nearly  200  years  ago,  the  Mien 
emigrated  to  Laos  and  Thailand  from 
Southern  China.  As  an  ethnic  minority, 
they  were  forced  into  the  rugged  high- 
lands where  they  lived  in  snnall  villages 
consisting  of  10  to  20  bamboo  and  thatch 
houses  nestled  among  high  mountains. 

Working  as  nomadic  farmers,  the 
Mien  people  enjoyed  peaceful  lives  until 
the  Indochina  war  forced  them  to  flee  to 
Thai  refugx*  camps,  where  they  stayed 
for  five  to  six  years  before  emigrating  to 
the  United  Slates  in  the  early  1980s. 


Currently  about  5,000  Mien  live  in  the 
Bay  Area,  approxinutely  200  of  them 
residing  in  the  Tenderloin  and  Mission 
neighborhoods, 

The  members  of  the  collective — all 
mothers  and  grandmothers — are  able 
to  work  at  home,  where  they  balance 
their  needlework  with  rearing  children. 
"The  Mien  women  would  lotherwisel 
need  job  training  and  child  care  in  order 
to  enter  the  oul-of-home  work  force," 
said  Brenda  Dctering,  the  director  of 
the  project.  "The  collective  makes  it 
possible  for  them  to  work  without  going 
out  each  day  to  a  9-to-5  clerical  or  pro- 
duction job." 

One  Mien  woman,  Cheng  Saelee,  said 
she  wanted  to  work  outside  her  home, 
but  language  and  cultural  barriers  left 
her  feeling  helpless.  She  is  thankful  for 
the  embroidery  collective  because  "it 
lets  me  get  my  mind  off  things  [jobs] 
that  I  can't  do,"  she  said. 

When  the  women  sell  their  embroi- 
dery to  Westerners,  Detering  said,  a 
link  is  made  to  their  new  homeland. 
"The  Mien  women  are  exposed  to 
American  culture  and  want  to  connect 
to  it  through  artwork  and  benefit  from 
it,"  she  said.  When  an  item  is  bought, 
the  women's  faces  light  up  with  pride. 

"It  is  a  tradition  that  has  been  passed 
from  mother  to  daughter  for  thousands 
of  years,"  said  Ceng  Yoon  Saephan, 
whose  own  mother  taught  her  to  stitch 
in  the  highlands  when  she  was  10  years 
old.  "We  have  to  continue  it  here  in  the 
United  States." 

In  the  United  States,  which  empha- 
sizes mass  production  and  efficiency, 
Americans  respond  with  awe  to  the 
time-consuming  handiwork  of  the  Mien 
embroidery.  At  a  recent  crafts  fair,  a  girl 
returned  several  times  to  a  display  booth 
to  lay  her  hands  on  a  thickly  embroi- 
dered panel.  Shaking  her  head  in  disbe- 
lief, she  said,  "You  mean  th^  did  this 
by  plain  old  hand?" 
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Huynh  Luong  Thien,  surrounded  by  the  stock  of  his  latest  venture:  Mo  Lang  Bookstore. 

Viet  Entrepreneur  Taps 
Need  for  News  and  Novels 


by  Joe  Tran  and  Julie  Scheff 

AH  Huynh  Luong  Thien  had 
when  he  began  publishing  his 
Vietnamese  magazine  three 
years  ago  was  a  battered  typewriter 
and  enough  money  for  a  couple  of 
months'  rent. 

With  those  few  resources,  Huynh 
has  been  able  to  carve  a  luche  in  the 
Vietnamese  publishing  world  in  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland.  Today  he  is 
publisher  of  the  weekly  Mo  nvigazine, 
and  last  July  he  opened  Mo  Lang  Book- 
store at  774  Geary  St. 

Huynh  seized  the  opportunity  to 
serve  a  burgeorung  Vietrwmese  popu- 
lation in  San  Francisco  and  Oakland — 


40,000  strong — which  had  no  book- 
store or  daily  or  weekly  publication  to 
serve  it. 

With  the  help  of  Grant  Printing, 
which  extended  credit  for  printing  serv- 
ices, and  Thang  Mo  magazine  in 
Oakland,  which  helped  Huynh  build 
an  advertising  base  and  provided  tech- 
nical expertise,  Huynh  launched  Mo 
magazine  as  a  64-page  publication, 
txjginning  in  July  1987  with  a  circula- 
tion of  2,500.  Today,  circulation  has 
reached  4,000  and  the  magazine  has 
reached  120  pages. 

After  a  fire  gutted  San  Francisco's 
only  Vietnamese  bookstore,  Thanh 
Thuy  on  Eddy  and  Hyde  streets,  n^any 
of  Mo  Magazine's  readers  recom- 
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The  handiworks  of  the  members  of  the  Mien  Women's  Embroidery  Collective  garner  admiring 
glances  and  a  source  ol  income  for  the  Laotian  crafts  women. 


A  baby  carrier — the  most  valued 
embroidered  item  to  the  Mien — or  a 
pair  of  traditional  pants  may  take  six 
months  to  one  year  to  stitch. 

"You  can  just  touch  it  and  feel  that  it 
is  quite  an  effort,"  comments  Dctering, 
running  her  fingers  over  the  array  of 
solidly  stitched  bright  por^Is,  each  with 
a  repealing  pattern  of  ^mibols. 

Two  cultures  have  been  meshed  in 
the  collective's  handiwork,  Detering 
said,  showing  how  the  embroidery  has 
been  used  to  provide  a  colorful  accent 
to  American-made  products  like  ties, 
purses,  belts,  and  pillows.  Contact  with 
Western  culture  has  also  opened  up  a 
whole  new  world  of  colors — fluores- 
cent grccris,  yellows,  and  pivAcs — some- 
times sending  the  Mien  women  to  De- 
tering for  advice  in  mixing  the  neon- 
like colors,  which  they  have  never  seen 
before. 

In  addition  to  giving  artistic  sugges- 
tions, Detering  helps  to  market  the 
collective's  work  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
writes  funding  proposals.  The  collec- 
tive succeeded  last  March  in  obtaining 
a  one-year  grant  from  the  Mayor's  Of- 
fice of  Commur\ity  Economic  Develop- 


ment, and  Detering  hopes  the  funds 
will  be  renewed  for  next  year.  She  would 
also  like  to  obtain  other  funds  to  buy 
sewing  machines  for  more  efficient 
assembly  of  material  and  provide  in- 
troductory business  classes  for  the 
women. 

While  currently  the  income  from  the 
sales  "is  nothing  they  can  depend  on," 
said  Detering,  the  goal  of  the  collective 
is  that  the  women  will  earn  enough  to 
consistently  supplement  their  other 
income  and  eventually  take  over  con- 
trol of  the  collective's  business.  Deter- 
ing is  quick  to  emphasize  that  the  pro- 
gram is  not  just  about  economic  devel- 
opment, but  more  importantly,  about 
"human  development." 

The  Mien  Women's  Embroidety  Collec- 
tive mil  offer  its  handiiuorks  for  sale  at  the 
Women's  Building's  12th  Annual  Arts  and 
Crafts  Fair,  on  Dec.  8,  9, 15,  and  26,  Fort 
Mason,  Pier  2,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

In  a  separate  exhibit,  Mien  needlework 
will  be  on  display  throu^  Dec.  31  at  the 
Asian  Resource  Gallery,  3W-8fh  St., 
Oakland,  Mondays  through  Fridays  from  8 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.  The  exhibit  is  free  and  open  to 
the  public. 


mended  that  Huynh  open  a  Vietnam- 
ese bookstore.  As  San  Francisco's  sole 
source  of  Vietnamese  books,  the  store 
attracts  not  only  San  Franciscans,  but 
customers  from  as  far  away  as  Santa 
Rosa  and  San  Rafael,  said  Huynh. 

"Since  we  opened  our  doors,  every 
week  we  have  new  customers,"  he  said. 
'They  come  to  buy  our  products,  but 
also  to  share  with  us  good  ideas  and 
observations.  [At  the  book  store!  we 
discuss  politics,  current  events,  com- 
munity activities,  and  personal  mat- 
ters." 

Mo  Lang  carries  a  stock  of  2,000  dif- 
ferent titles  covering  a  variety  of  topics, 
including  politics,  research,  religion, 
literature,  business,  and  popular  fic- 
tion. Huynh  imports  the  books  from 
Canada,  Japan,  Europe,  and  Los  Ange- 
les. 

The  bookstore  serves  as  a  clearing- 
house for  independent  writers,  many  of 
them  refugees  living  in  countries  of 
asylum.  The  store  also  carries  artwork 
and  paintings  by  Vietnamese  artists. 
Eventually  Huynh  hopes  to  branch  out 
into  book  publishing. 

"We  still  see  a  large  gap  in  educa- 
tional books  for  Vietnamese  to  Icam 
English  or  books  to  teach  Vietnamese  to 
foreigners,"  said  Huynh. 

Merrtoirs  written  by  military  officials 
and  civilians  from  the  Republic  of  South 
Vietnam  are  some  of  the  more  popular 
books  at  Mo  Lang.  Tenderloin  social 
worker  Nguyen  Phuoc  Dai's  (pen  narm 
Hoang  Lien)  "Light  and  Darkness" 
i"Anh  Sang  Va  Bong  Toi")  is  one  such 
memoir.  Nguyen  was  the  mayor  of  Hue 
in  South  Vietnam  until  the  Tet  Offen- 
sive in  1968,  when  he  was  captured  by 
the  Viet  Cong.  Nguyen  spent  many 
years  in  jail,  including  some  time  in 
solitary  confinement. 

Oth«r  noted  Vietnamese  writers  who 
claim  a  wide  readership  at  Huynh's 
bookstore  include  Phan  Nhat  Nam,  who 


was  released  only  a  few  months  ago 
from  a  Vietnamese  jail  after  years  of 
detention,  and  Nguyen  Chi  Thien,  a 
North  Vietnamese  poet  whose  30-year 
imprisonment  has  gained  the  attention 
of  Amnesty  International,  which  has 

"Coming  here  with  empty 
hands,  many  refugees  have 
been  very  successful  after  15 
years  of  hard  ivork.  This  is 
our  pride." 

called  for  his  release.  Thien  is  author  of 
the  poem,  "  Flowers  in  Hell"  ("Hcu  Dia 
Nguc")  about  life  under  the  current  Vi- 
etnamese regime. 

Another  brisk  seller  at  Mo  Lang  is 
'The  Bottom  of  Hell"  {"Day  Dia  Nguc") 
by  San  Diego  resident  Ta  Ty,  which  tells 
of  conmnunist  atrocities  against  dissi- 
dents and  members  of  the  former  re- 
gime who  are  still  detained  in  Vietnam. 

In  his  work  with  Vietnamese  publi- 
cations in  the  Bay  Area,  Huynh  is  re- 
turning to  an  earlier  vocation  as  a  jour- 
nalist in  Vietnam.  In  high  school,  Huynh 
wrote  for  the  Tu  Do  Daily  in  Saigon. 

But  as  a  college  student,  Huynh  left 
journalism  in  1%9  to  study  the  fishing 
industry  in  japan,  hoping  to  return 
someday  to  use  his  expertise  in  Viet- 
nam. He  graduated  with  a  tiacheloi's 
degree  in  fishery  in  1975,  just  when  the 
communists  came  to  power.  Huynh 
became  one  of  thousands  of  Vietnam- 
ese refugees  and  worked  with  the 
UnitcxI  Nations  refugee  orgaruzation  in 
Japan  before  coming  to  the  United  States 
in  1984.  In  1985,  Huynh  started  work- 
ing with  Thang  Mo  magazine  in  San 
Jose. 

"Coming  here  with  empty  hands, 
many  refugees  have  been  very  success- 
ful after  15  years  of  hard  work"  said 
HuyrUi.  "This  is  our  pride." 
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AMERICAN/DINERS 


1 .  Dottle's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522  Jones 
SI.  This  all-American  coffee  house 
makes  all  its  dishes  from  scratch  and 
fresh  to  order,  including  strawberry 
pancakes,  yogurt,  juices,  coffee,  and 
soup.  Lunch  specials  offer  pizzas,  pas- 
las,  and  more.  A  senior  discount  menu 
is  available  from  9:30-11  a.m.  Price 
range:  $1 .25-$8.  Open  7  days,  7  a.m  - 
2  p.m.  Breakfast  served  till  closing. 
Lunches  served  11:30-2  p.m.,  Sats. 
breakfast  only  from  7  a.m.-noon.  885- 
2767. 

2.  Elaine's  Barbecue  -  208  Eddy  St 
This  down-home  barbecue  restaurant 
offers  grilled  chicken  and  ribs  at  very  af- 
fordable prices:  $2.95  for  half  a  chicken, 
$4.95  for  a  pound  of  sparehbs.  Friendly 
atmosphere  and generousseating.  Price 
range:  $.70  -  $5.40.  Open  Mon.-Sat.  7 
a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  Sun.  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 
775-3231. 

3.  SIzzler  -  398  Eddy  St.  American-style 
restaurant.  Fantastic  all-you-can-eat 
salad  bar  for  $5.29.  Sirloin  sleak  for 
$6.99.  lemon  herb  chicken  for  $3.99. 
Senior  citizen  discounts.  Operated  on  a 
nonprofit  basis  by  Reality  House  West. 
Price  range:  $4-$13.  Open  7  days,  11 
a.m.-IO  p.m.  775-1393. 


BURMESE 


4.  Burma's  House -720  Post  St.  Serves 
both  Chinese  and  Burmese  food.  Hot 
wok  cooking  gives  a  sultry,  smoky  fla- 
vor. Delicious  use  of  coconut  milk  and 
thin  flaky  dough  in  variousdishes.  Price 
range:  $3.75-$8,50  with  lunch  specials 
for  $3.75-$4.  Open  7  days,  1 1 :30  a.m.- 
IO  p.m.  775-1156. 


CAMBODIAN 


5.  Phnom  Penh  -  631  Larkin  St.  The  top 
vote-getter  in  this  year's  favorite  restau- 
rant contest.  Specialties  Include  bone- 
less chicken  stir  fried  with  five  spices 
and  sweet  basil  leaves,  shredded  green 
papaya,  diced  cooked  sirloin  pork,  and 
prawns  tossed  with  lemon  dressing. 
Beer  and  wine  available.  Price  range: 
$3.95-$8.95.  Open  f^on.-Sat.  1 1  a.m. -3 
p.m.  for  lunch,  Mon.-Thurs.  5-9:30. 775- 
5979 


CARRIBEAN 


6.  MissPearl'sJamHouse-601  Eddy 
St.  Caribbean  cuisine  with  a  lively  at- 
mosphere and  poolside  dining.  Special 
party  reservations  available.  Price 
range:  $3-$14.  Open  Mon.-Sat.,  11:30 
a.m.-2:30  p.m.  for  lunch,  6-1 1  p.m.  for 
dinner.  775-5267. 


CHINESEl 


7.  Sea  Dragon  Restaurant  -  227  Hyde 
St.  A  new  Chinese  and  American  res- 
taurant sen/ing,  among  other  things, 
wonton  soup,  rice  plates  such  as  Kung 
Pao  Chicken,  broccoli  beef,  and  tomato 


INDIAN 


8.  India  Gifts  and  Foods  -  907  Post  St. 
Indiangroceries,  gifts,  musictapes.  Deli 
serves  hot  entrees  such  as  chicken 
curry,  lamb  Roghan  Josh,  lentils,  chick- 
peas. Price  range:  $2.99-$3.99.  Open 
Mon.-Sat.  11  a.m.-7  p.m..  Suns.  11 
a.m.-6  p.m.  Closed  Wed.  771  -5041 . 

9.  Krishna  Palace  -  700  Post  St.  In  an 
elegant  Indian  setting,  this  restaurant 
serves  a  fabulous  blend  of  North  Indian 
Tandoori  and  Karahi  dishes  and  tanta- 
lizing South  Indian  curries,  including 
such  specialties  as  kabobs,  Johl  Fraizee 
dishes,  and  low  sodium  meals.  Price 
range:  $1.50-$13.95.  Open  Mon.-Fri. 
1 1  ;30  a.m.-3:00  p.m..  Sat.  -Sun.  5:30- 
10  p.m.  775-6708. 


beef  chow  mein.  American  dishes  in- 
clude daily  specials  of  roast  beef  and 
turkey.  Take-out  food,  too.  Price  range : 
$.60-$5.95.  Open  Mon.-Fri.,  7  a.m. -8 
p.m.  and  Sal.  9  a.m.-8  p.m.  775-7381 . 


INTRODUCING 
THE  THAI  RESTAURANT 
SIAM  II 

O^our  support  fias  enaSCedus  to  open 
a  second nifuii  restaurant: 
"Uisit  tfu  neioSI^^d II  at  1298  9dark^t  St.  (at  Larf^n)  or  tfie 
original 51^  (yUT,  at  807  QearySt. 


SIAM  CAFE 
807  Geary  St. 
775-5821 


SIAM  II 
1298  Market  St. 
621-1994 


10.  Original  Joe's  -  144  Taylor  St 
Voted  one  of  the  10  best  by  Times 
readers  in  the  1990  Favorite  Restau- 
rant Contest.  Features  generous  por- 
tionsof  well-prepared  Italian  and  Ameri- 
can food.  Elegant  service  by  friendly 
waiters.  Price  range:  $4-$l8.  Open  7 
days,  10:30  a.m.-1:15  p.m.  775-4877. 


Grand  Opening- 


Krishna  Palace 
Indian  Cuisine 

700  Post  St.  (at  Jones) 
775-6708 


Lunch 
Buffet 

$5.95  Price 

All  You  Can  Eall 

Mon-Fn  11:30 
a  m  .-3  00  p  m 


1/2  Price 
Dinner 

Buy  one  entree  at 
the  regular  price, 
gel  second  entree 
of  equal  or  lesser 
value  at  1/2  pnce 


Please  Bring  this  Coupon 
lor  the  Dinner  Special 

Offer  expire*  12-31-90 


MEXICAN 


11.  Carlos  Goldstein's  -  280  O  Farrell 

S(.  Serves  fine  Mexican  food  including 
carne  asada  and  lajitas.  as  well  as  sea- 
food and  a  weekend  champagne  brunch. 
Full  bar  service  available.  Price  range: 
$4.95-$1 1 .95.  Open  7  days,  1 1  a,m.-1 1 
p.m  for  dinner;  bar  is  open  until  2  a.m. 
397-3356. 


12.  Carlos  Goldstein's  Tijuana 
Taqueria  -  370  Golden  Gale  Ave.  This 
fast  food  establishment  serves  the  best 
nachos  in  town  in  addition  to  such  stan- 
dard South-of-the-Border  fare  as  burrl- 
tos  and  tacos.  Daily  lunch  specials  in- 
clude entree,  salad,  beans,  and  rice  lor 
$5.25.  Price  range:  $2.95-$6.25.  Open 
Mon.-Fri.  10  a.m.-5  p.m.  474-4294. 


THAI 


13.  Slam  Cafe  •  807  Geary  St. 
Specializing  in  Thai  cuisine.  The  least 
expensive  Thai  food  in  town.  Chicken 
curry  over  rice  $3.50.  Pad  Thai  $3.95. 
spicy  &  Sour  prawn  soup  $4.50.  Food  to 
go.  Price  range:  $3.50-$5.00.  Open 
Mon.-Sat.  11  a.m. -9  p.m.  775-5821. 

14.  Slam  Cafe  It  -  1298  Market  St.  - 
Serving  American  breakfast,  featuring 
Thai  delight  omelette  served  with  rice 
and  garlic  pork.  The  least  expensive 
breakfast  special  is  two  eggs  with  three 
strips  of  bacon  or  three  sausage  links, 
potatoes  and  toast  for  $2.99.  Thai  lunch 
specials  include  soup,  house  salad,  and 
entrees  with  rice  for  $4,25.  Also  serving 
chicken  or  pork  satay  and  Thai  barbecue 
chicken.  Food  to  go.  Price  range  $4.25- 
$5.95.  Open  Mon.-Sat.  6:30  a.m. -6  p.m. 
Dinner  and  Sunday  bnjnches  coming 
January  1991.  621-1994. 


VIETNAMESE 


1 5.  Due  Ky  Restaurant  -  491  Ellis  St.  A 
top  vote-getter  in  1989  T/mes  restaurant 
contest.  Items  include  catfish  hot  &  sour 
soup,  seafood  fire  pot.  and  barbecued 
pork  over  rice.  Price  range:  $3-$4.75. 
Open  7  days,  9  a  m. -9  p.m.  928-5188. 

16.  First  Restaurant  -  611  Larkin  St. 
Serves  both  Chinese  and  Thai  dishes. 
Spicy  use  of  beef  and  chicken.  Price 
range:  $3.25-$5.50.  Open  7days,  Mon.- 
Sat  ,  9  a  m. -9  p.m..  Sun..  9  a  m. -5  p.m. 
474-6331. 

17.  Vlen  TIane  -  250  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
Chinese  and  Thai  food,  featuring  Kung 
Pao  chicken,  Mongolian  beef.  Kung  Pao 
shrimp.  Price  range:  $3.50-$5.75.  Open 
7  days,  9  a.m. -9  p.m.  776-8780. 

*  paid  advertisements 


SEA  DRAGON 
RESTAURANT 

CHINESE  &  AMERICAN 
FOOD 


227  HYDE  STREET 
(between  Eddy  &  Tuik) 
775-7381 


LIVING 
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Garden  Paths  to  Legislative  Halls 

Senior  Activist  Champions 
Cause  of  the  Needy 


by  Esther  Merer  and  Julie  Scheff 

When  Tenderloin  resident 
Frank  Salet  retired  in  1976 
after  30  years  as  a  San  Fran- 
cisco gardener,  he  prepared  for  the  big 
event  by  buying  a  comfortable  easy  chair 
and  a  TV  set. 

Salet  still  has  the  chair  and  TV,  but  he 
doesn't  have  much  opportunity  to  use 
them.  He's  too  busy  dashing  off  to  Sac- 
ramento where  he's  a  member  of  the 
Senior  Legislature,  or  hitting  the  streets 


Frank  Salet  with  Gray  Panthers  founder 
Maggie  Kuhn  in  the  earty  1980s. 

for  a  demonstration,  or  working  as  a 
volunteer  for  one  of  dozens  of  neigh- 
borhood organizations. 


For  more  than  a  decade,  73-ycar-old 
Salet  has  championed  the  needs  of  el- 
derly, physically  disabled,  and  low-in- 
come people,  whether  it  be  fighting  for 
better  conditions  in  nursing  homes  or 
lobbying  for  universal  health  coverage. 

Several  years  ago  Salet  joined  Super- 
visors Harry  Britt  and  Nancy  Walker, 

Salet  attributes  his  commit- 
ment to  fighting  for  social 
justice  to  his  father,  who  was 
killed  on  the  waterfront  in 
San  Francisco  during  the 
1934  general  strike. 


and  Walter  Johnson,  chief  of  the  AFL- 
CIO,  in  protesting  the  govem-ment's 
policy  on  AIDS. 

"Several  of  us  chained  ourselves  to 
the  door  of  the  Old  Federal  Building," 
Salet  recalled.  "We  thought  they  were 
not  doing  enough  to  fight  AIDS.  We 
threw  away  the  key.  It  took  half  an  hour 
for  the  guards,  who  had  to  use  metal 
cutters,  to  remove  us  from  the  door." 
He  chuckled  as  though  he  were  de- 
scribing a  prank.  "If  I  see  a  good  protest, 
I  join  it,"  he  said.  "\  like  to  keep  active." 

A  San  Frandsco  native,  Salet  grew 
up  in  the  Mission  District.  He  attributes 
his  commitment  to  fighting  for  social 
justice  to  his  father,  who  was  killed  on 
the  waterfront  in  San  Francisco  during 
the  1934  general  strike.  Waterfront 
workers  and  others  represented  by  the 
Tcan^tcrs  were  striking  for  better  wages 
and  work  conditions  and  had  frequent 
scuffles  with  scabs,  hired  by  the  ship- 


Photo:  Phd  Head 

Painting  and  wood  shop  are  among  the  activities  for  children  at  Raphael  House,  which 
recently  displayed  the  artwork  of  youngsters  who  have  stayed  at  the  shelter. 

Children's  Art  Exhibit 
Brightens  Homeless  Shelter 


by  Greer  Lieu  ad 

Angels,  farmers,  and  whales  are 
currently  vying  for  wall  space 
in  a  children's  art  exhibit  at 
Raphael  House,  a  homeless  family 
shelter  at  1065  Sutter  St.  On  display 
throughout  the  upcoming  year,  the 
shelter's  Fifth  Annual  Children's  Art 
Exhibit  features  the  artwork  of  formerly 
homeless  children  who  have  gone 
throu^  the  shelter's  program  and  now 
attend  the  shelter's  St.  Michael  Family 
School. 

"The  main  reason  we  started  having 
the  art  exhibit  every  year  was  so  that 
the  kids  could  feel  proud  and  re- 
warded," said  Development  Associate 
Anna  Owcrw.  "We  also  want  the  par- 
ents to  feel  proud  of  their  kids  and  have 
the  teachers  tell  them  good  things  in- 


stead of  saying,  'Your  child's  always 
causing  trouble,'  or  'He  doesn't  fit  in 
because  he's  homeless.'" 

Parents  are  also  given  the  opportu- 
nity to  share  in  projects  with  their  chil- 
dren. As  well  as  being  fun,  this  interac- 
tion gives  parents  and  children  time 
together  and  helps  establish  communi- 
cation, areas  that  are  sometimes  stum- 
bling blocks  for  parents  struggling  each 
day  to  find  such  basic  needs  as  food, 
shelter,  and  employment. 

"These  projects  give  families  some- 
thing they  can  take  with  them  when 
they  leave  the  shelter,  the  ability  to  inter- 
act in  a  healthy,  aeative  way,  rather 
than  just  setting  the  kid  down  in  front  of 
the  TV,"  said  Owens. 

In  addition  to  n^aslering  artistic  skills, 
the  children  of  the  program  use  art  to 
Icam.  For  example^  in  one  project  chil- 


Photo:  Beih  Richa/dson 

Tenderloin  resident  Frank  Salet  in  front  of  one  of  his  homes  away  from  home:  City  Hall. 


ping  companies,  and  the  National 
Guard,  who  ostcr\sibly  were  there  to 
keep  the  peace.  In  one  of  these  confron- 
tations, Salct's  father  was  struck  on  the 
head  and  died  from  the  concussion. 

Salet  recalls  the  most  important  les- 
son he  learned  from  his  father  "He  said 
to  always  follow  through.  That's  what 
he  taught  me." 

When  his  father  was  killed,  Salet  was 
16  and  had  to  quit  high  school  to  go  to 
work  to  help  his  mother  support  the 
family's  four  other  children,  the  young- 
est of  whom  was  six  years  old.  He 
worked  as  a  newspaper  boy  at  the  end 
of  the  J-Church  line  on  30th  and  Church 
streets,  and  held  other  jobs  until  he 
enlisted  in  the  Merchant  Marines  when 
Worid  War  II  broke  out.  Salet  said  he 

wanted  to  join  the  Army,  but  because 
he  suffered  polio  since  a  duld,  the  Army 
wouldn't  accept  him.  "I  wanted  to  do 
my  share,"  said  Salet. 

Salet  is  still  driven  by  this  ethos. 
According  to  those  who  work  with  him 
in  various  organizations,  it  is  Salet's 
perseverance  that  brings  about  change. 

"We  have  been  fortunate  to  have 
Frank  as  an  early  warning  system  re- 
garding the  action  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture," said  Joyce  Ream,  director  of  San 
Francisco's  County  Commission  on 
Aging.  Other  organizations  where  he 
has  volunteered  his  time  include  the 
Central  YMCA,  the  North  of  Market 
Plarming  Coalition,  Legal  Assistance  to 
the  Elderly,  and  the  Gray  Panthers. 

As  a  senator  in  the  120-member 
Senior  Legislature,  Salet  b-acks  legisla- 
tion that  affects  seniors  in  the  State 
Assembly  and  Senate.  He  also  lobbies 
for  the  passage  of  laws  that  would 
provide  universal  health  care,  Medi- 
Cal  coverage  for  dental  care,  and  grant 
greater  federal  housing  subsidies  sen- 
iors on  fixed  incomes  and  other  low- 
income  people.  Last  year,  80  percent  of 
the  senior  legislators'  priority  items 
were  passed  by  the  State  Legislature. 

Salet  just  relumed  with  good  news 
from  one  of  his  monthly  trips  to  Sacra- 
mento. He  was  able  to  gpmer  enough 


dren  learned  the  Little  Red  Hen  method 
of  making  a  loaf  of  bread.  Not  only  did 
they  paint  and  label  pictures  such  as 
"The  Sowei^'  and  "The  Mill,"  but  they 
also  planted  their  own  wheat,  gathered 
the  seeds  to  grind  them  into  flour,  and 
made  bread. 

The  art  of  the  children  and  parents  of 
Raphael  House,  and  of  seniors  partici- 
pating in  the  Neighborhood  Senior 
Association,  will  be  sold  at  the  Santa 
Luda  Christinas  Yule  Mart,  Dec.  8,  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.  at  the  Old  Presbyterian 
Church,  1751  Sacran>ento  St 


support  for  one  of  his  proposals  to  take 
it  to  the  State  Legislature  to  find  a  spon- 
sor. His  proposal  would  require  nurs- 
ing homes  which  accept  Medi-Cal  to 
open  their  doors  to  a  minimum  number 
of  Medi-Cal  recipients.  Under  current 
regubtions,  they  can  turn  away  as  many 
of  the  low-income  patients  as  they  wish. 

In  his  capacity  as  an  ombudsman  for 
the  San  Francisco  Family  Service 
Agency,  Salet  visits  nursing  homes  to 

"Several  of  us  chained  our- 
selves to  the  door  of  the  Old 
Federal  Building.  VJe  threw 
away  the  key.  We  thought 
they  were  not  doing  enou<^h 
to  fight  AIDS." 


monitor  their  conditions.  A/ter  visiting 
one  facility,  he  was  compelled  to  write 
to  State  Senator  Gary  Hart,  D-Santa 
Barbara,  who  was  sponsoring  legisla- 
tion aimed  at  increasing  staffing  in 
nursing  homes. 

"One  home  that  I  visited  had  a  really 
beautiful  sunny  room  overlooking  a 
garden  of  beautiful  flowers,"  he  wrote. 
"My  first  impression  was  how  rucc  for 
these  patients  until  I  noted  that  there 
was  very  little  movement  from  the 
patients  sitting  around  that  room,  tied 
up.  Looking  more  carefully,  I  noticed 
that  the  patients  were  not  only  re- 
strained but  medicated  to  such  a  condi- 
tion that  they  were  out  of  this  world — 

into  a  world  of  their  own  Why  is  this 

allowed  in  a  nursing  home?" 

Salet  tries  to  boost  the  confidence  of 
others  who  are  at  first  too  timid  to  speak 
for  themselves.  When  he  meets  some- 
one with  complaints  about  issues  that 
affect  them,  he  phones  and  pesters  them 
two  or  three  times  to  become  more 
politically  active. 

"I  don't  like  to  see  people  sit  and 
squawk,"  said  Salet.  "We've  got  to  go 
out  there  and  do  it.  I  don't  pull  any 
punches." 


Sizzlei: 

Steak  •  Seafood  ■  Salad 


398  Eddy  Street 
(at  Leavenworth) 


SUBSCRIBE  NOW!  776-0700 
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Mexican  Altar  Memorializes  Homeless  Who  Died 


by  Rhonda  Henderson 

Stenciled  with  skeletons  and 
ghosts,  a  1989  article  by  The 
Tenderloin  Times  decrying  the 
numbers  of  homeless  people  dying  on 
the  streets  hangs  at  the  head  of  an  altar. 
Entitled  Anitm  Sola  (Lonely  Soul),  the 
altar  memorializes  the  many  who  would 
otherwise  have  been  forgotten. 

Built  by  Karen  Nunez,  a  nurse  prac- 
titioner with  Healthcare  for  the  Home- 
less, the  shrine  sits  among  several  oth- 
ers at  La  Raza  Graphics,  938  Valencia 
St. — all  constructed  for  the  Day  of  the 
Dead  (Nov.  1st  and  2nd),  a  Mexican 
tradition  that  dates  back  to  pre-Colum- 
bian times  when  indigenous  peoples 
built  altars  and  gave  offerings  of  food 
and  drink  in  honor  of  deceased  loved 
ones. 

For  Nunez,  the  altar  is  an  expression 
of  her  intense  four-year  experience  wilh 
Healthcare  for  the  Homeless.  She  treated 
and  befriended  many  of  those  who  died, 
and  wanted  them  to  be  remembered. 

'Teople  die  on  the  streets  or  in  hospi- 
tals and  don't  have  anyone  to  bury  them, 
so  their  bodies  are  cremated.  No  one 
cares  and  no  one  honors  them,"  she 
said. 

Nunez  learned  the  craft  of  altar  build- 
ing from  Herminia  Albanan,  the  artist 
who  coordinated  the  exhibit  and  acted 
as  curator. 

Mounted  on  the  altar  arc  photo- 
graphs of  three  of  Nunez's  friends  who 
died.  They  are  surrounded  by  bus  to- 
kens, cigarette  butts.  Healthcare  for  the 
Homeless  referral  forms,  and  bottles  of 
vodka  and  Gsco — things  that  surround 
many  street  people. 

"That's  Donald,"  Nunez  said,  point- 
ing to  one  photo.  She  met  him  four 
years  ago  while  practicing  at  Ozanam,  a 
daytime  drop-in  and  detox  program  for 
single  men.  She  often  visited  him  just  to 
talk.  "He  didn't  have  any  family.  I  was 
his  family,"  she  said. 

Donald  died  in  a  hotline  hotel  two 
years  ago  of  cirrhosis,  a  liver  disease 


of  (he  person  you're  honoring,  and 
forces  you  to  come  in  contact  wilh  your 
mortality,  so  you  can't  deny  that  you 
will  die  some  day.  Americans  tend  to 
do  that." 

As  Nunez  had  hoped,  people  were 
moved  by  the  altar.  For  many,  includ- 
ing one  formerly  homeless  man,  it  was 
an  emotional  experience,  and  they 
thanked  and  praised  Nunez  for  her 
work. 

Nunez's  altar  is  nondenominational, 
but  resting  upon  it  is  a  stanza  from  an 
ancient  Aztec  poem  depicting  their 


Photo  Rhonda  Hendefson 

A  rose,  a  snapshot,  a  vodka  bottle,  and  a  memory — these  are  the  elements  of  Karen  Nunez's 
Day  of  the  Dead  attar  dedicated  to  tiomeless  friends  who  died  on  the  streets. 


usually  caused  by  excessive  drinking. 
"Not  even  in  his  death  did  he  look  like 
he  had  peace,"  said  Nunez,  who  was 
asked  by  the  coroner's  office  to  identify 
Donald's  body  after  he  died. 

More  optimistically,  Nunez  pointed 
to  the  other  two  pictures  of  Grade  and 
Alabama,  also  killed  by  cirrhosis,  and 
said  that  they  were  examples  of  hope. 
"The  last  few  years  for  them  were  better 
because  they  were  full  of  love,  support, 
and  attention,"  she  said. 

Besides  serving  as  a  memorial,  Nunez 
said  she  built  the  altar  for  herself.  She 
will  be  leaving  her  job  soon  to  rest  for  a 
while.  "I'm  burned  out,  overwhcln^," 
She  said.  "The  work  is  too  intense. 
Things  are  not  getting  better.  There  is 
more  homelessness,  more  crack,  more 
violence.  The  altar  is  like  a  death  for  me, 
a  way  to  dose  the  work  I've  done  for  the 
past  four  years." 

Nunez  hopes  the  altar  will  open  the 
eyes  of  the  public  to  the  tragedy  of 
homelessness,  and  most  importantly, 
evoke  its  sympathy.  "I  want  people  to 


WEE  CARE  is  more  than  just  a  philosophy  at 
ST.  PAULUS  LUTHERAN 
PRESCHOOL/KINDERGARTEN— 

Its  a  commitment  to  Christian  love 
and  consideration  thats  practiced  every  day, 
to  each  and  every  chUd  in  our  care. 

FULL  DAY  PROGRAM:  $285/month.  8:30  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 
Extended  care  available  until  6:00  p.m. 


For  more  information: 
St.  Paulus  Lutheran  Church 
Wee  Care  Preschool/Kindergarten 

950  Gough  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

(415)  673-8088 
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Most  with  wood  floors,  mini-blinds,  laundry 

facility  &  elevator,  some  very  sunny 
Contact  Manager  at  885-1371  or  621-1 100 
or  Stop  by  Building 

•  415  Jones/Ellis  • 

6  Month  Lease  /Low  Move-in  Cost 


realize  that  over  100  people  arc  actually 
dying  on  the  streets  each  year,"  she 
said.  "Thafs  a  lot.  I  want  people  to 
care." 

At  the  opening  ceremony  for  the 
exhibit,  the  air  was  lit  by  flickering 
candies  and  thick  with  the  aroma  of 
incense  and  the  "pungent  smell  of 
death"  of  dried  marigolds.  These  items 
arc  common  to  all  altars  because  in  the 
pre-Columbian  tradition,  they  guide  the 
spirits  from  their  "other  world"  to  the 
altar.  Offerings  of  fruit  and  pan  de  mu- 
erto  (bread  of  the  dead)  refresh  them 
after  a  long  journey  and  strengthen  them 
for  the  return. 

"The  ceremony  was  mystical,"  said 
Robert  Carrillo,  director  of  La  Raza 
Graphics.  When  the  individual  parts  of 
an  altar  all  come  together,  he  said,  it 
gives  the  viewer  "a  deep  remembrance 
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Nunez  with  her  altar  for  the  homeless. 

bclicf  that  life  is  a  dream  and  death  is 
the  real  world  where  there  exists  no 
pain  or  suffering;  it  offers  hope  to  those 
who  have  not  found  rest  in  this  life. 
We  have  only  seen  sleeping, 
We  have  only  seen  dreaming; 
It  is  not  true.  It  is  not  true 
That  we  have  seen  limng  on  earth. 


Phoio:  Alain  McLaughlin 

Turkey  in  the  Loin:  On  Thanksgiving,  800  volunteers — including  San 
Francisco  49er  Jamie  Williams  (above,  rtghl>— served  more  than  6,000  meals  at  Glide.  At  St. 
Anthony's,  volunteers  dished  out  the  21  millionth  meal  served  in  the  agency's  41-year  history. 


Fine  Mexican  Cuisine 
Fun  Bar 

282  O  Far'ell 
397-3356 
Champagne  Brunch 
Weekends 

370  Golden  Gate 
474-4294 
The  City's  Finest  Taqueria 
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Drug  Store 

•  Medi-Cal.  PCS.  PAID. 
Blue  Cross,  Takecare. 
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•  For  great  values 
pick  up  our  monthly 
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601  Van  Ness  Ave. 
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"Comedy  of  Recovery"  a  Hit 
At  the  Zephyr  Theater 


by  Jennifer  Wright 

Anew  wave  of  belly  laughter  is 
shaking  the  south  end  of  the 
Tenderloin  through  December. 
"Comedy  of  Recovery,  Holiday  Edi- 
tion" is  playing  at  the  Zephyr  Theater 
at  25  Van  Ness  Ave.,  tickling  its  audi- 
ences with  a  now  concept  in  positive, 
heartfelt,  stand-up  comedy. 

Coach/producer  Lee  Glickstein's 
comedians  are  a  talented  group  of  en- 
tertainers who  are  ail  recovering  from 
dependencies,  addictions,  or  tragedies 
in  their  lives.  Most  have  used  12-stcp 
programs — therapy  groups  based  on 
the  popular  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
model  that  started  more  than  50  years 


David  Garfinkel.  founder  of  Adult  Children  of 
Engineers  (left)  and  producer  Lee  Glickstein 

ago — to  help  them  recover. 

The  show  originated  two  years  ago 
from  a  class  Glickstein  teaches  on  com- 
edy for  recovering  people.  "In  class  I 
tell  people,  'Dare  to  be  boring,'"  Glick- 
stein said.  "If  you  go  up  there  trying  to 
be  funny,  it  won't  work.  Just  be  your- 
self, and  people  will  respond  to  you." 

People  growing  up  in  dysfunctional 
families  often  feel  inhibited  from  self 
expression  at  some  point  in  their  lives, 
Glickstein  said.  "For  instance,  people 
who  have  been  sexually  abused  are  lit- 
erallyafraid  that  they'll  be  abused  again 
if  they  express  themselves  fully,"  he 
said.  Glickstein  said  that  there  is  a 
period  when  recovering  comics'  fears 
actually  worsen  for  a  while,  when  they 
realize  that  they  are  good  at  what  they 
do  and  can  therefore  enlarge  their 
audience. 

The  deepest  level  of  humor,  a  poten- 
tial that  exists  in  all  of  us,  is  something 
Glickstein  calls  "core  amusement." 

"When  you're  in  your  core  amuse- 
ment, the  audience  feels  comfortable 
finding  its  own  core,"  he  said.  "It's  the 
true  lightness  of  being.  Every  member 
of  the  audience  comes  in  already  full  of 
laughter;  you  just  make  them  express 
it." 

According  to  Glickstein,  the  humor 
of  "Comedy  of  Recovery"  makes  people 
feel  good  about  who  they  are.  For  in- 
stance, "Reverend"  Dave  Roche, 
founder  of  the  "Church  of  80  Percent 
Sincerity,"  jokesabout  the  strict  rulcsof 
the  Catholic  religion. 

"When  people  laugh  at  Reverend 
Dave,  they're  laughing  in  relief  that 
their  own  experience  with  religion  was 
normal,"  Glickstein  said.  "They  realize, 
'Hey,  I  don't  have  to  harbor  this  toxic 
shame  that  religion  has  given  me.'" 

The  comedy  offers  not  only  enter- 
tainment, Glickstein  said,  but  also  a 
feeling  of  connectedness  among  audi- 
ence members.  He  was  delighted  one 
night  when,after  the  show,  hesawaboul 
10  audience  members  who  hadn't  met 
before  form  an  impromptu  discussion 
group,  which  they  continued  later  over 
coffee. 

"Most  comedians  distance  them- 
selveslemotionallyl  fromtheaudience," 
said  comedian  David  Garfinkel.  "They 
make  pot  shots  at  audience  members, 
which  isall  very  funny  until  it  happens 
to  you.  "Comedy  of  Recovery"  comedi- 
ans let  themselves  get  close  to  the  audi- 
ence." 

Comedian  Joel  "Rut"  Rutledge  has 
wanted  to  be  a  stand-up  comedian  for 


eight  years.  With  Glickstein  as  coach, 
Rutledge  learned  to  control  a  bother- 
some stutter,  which  gave  him  enough 
confidence  to  start  improvising.  "Now 
I  don't  have  to  focus  so  much  on  the 
material  when  I'm  up  there,"  he  said. 

Rutledge  gets  deep  satisfaction  from 
making  his  audiences  laugh.  "I'm 
amazed  at  how  people  are  affected," 
said  Rutledge.  "They  respond  to  me 
because  I  show  my  vulnerability  on 
stage  and  let  them  know  they're  not 
alone,  and  at  the  same  time,  I  know  I'm 
notalone because  I  cansharc  with  them 
thingsabout  myself  I  used  to  think  were 
weird." 

Glickstein  said  the  show  was  delib- 
erately timed  for  the  holidays  since 
"holiday  blues  are  especially  hard  for 
recovering  people  because  family  is- 
sues come  up.  'Comedy  of  Recovery'  is 
a  place  where  people  can  come  back 
and  feci  like  they  belong." 

"Comedy  of  Recovery"  provides  an 
evening  of  high-energy  fun.  A  few  sex- 
ist jokes  mar  someof  the  routines,  which 
areoutofplacein  a  show  that  claims  not 
to  laugh  at  anyone's  expense.  In  addi- 
tion, some  of  the  humor  will  be  lost  on 
people  who  haven't  had  experiences 
with  therapy  or  psychology. 

But  most  of  the  humor  worked  well, 
and  after  two  hours  of  skits,  my  face 
was  tired  from  smiling  and  my  belly 
hurt  from  laughter. 

Some  memorablcmomentsincluded 
"recovering  psychotherapist"  Jeff  Ran- 
dall bringing  a  recorded  laugh  track 
because  he  is  "responsible  for  his  own 
experiences,"  and  "resident-wise 
woman"  Stella  Wirk  describing  a  cult 
she  was  in  where  the  members  never 
said  the  word  "I." 

When  "Rut"  Rutledge  talked  about 
his  inner  voice  that  advises  him  to  take 
Roquefort  dressing  on  the  side,  and 
about  liking  the  "doggie  position"  while 
making  love,  Rutledge  waited  on  stage 
two  full  n-iinutes  while  the  audience 
laughed  hysterically,  then  calmed 
down,  then  laughed  hysterically  again. 

In  themidstof  the  entertainment,  the 
comedians  also  offered  some  memo- 
rable pieces  of  wisdom.  For  instance, 
Wirk  compared  one's  mind  to  a  radio 
left  on  in  the  basement,  and  said  she 
had  decided  that  "i  t's  a  lot  of  fun  listen- 
ing to  that  radio,  as  long  as  you  don't 
believe  in  it."  And  Garfinkel,  describ- 
ing himself  as  an  Adult  Child  of  an 
Engineer,  made  a  touching  gesture 
when  he  removed  his  "pocket  protec- 
tor" covering  his  heart  and  threw  it  into 
the  audience. 

"Comedy  of  Recovery"  plays  Wed- 
nesday nights  at  7:30  through  Dec.  26. 
Tickets  arc  $12.  Call  731-6640. 
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Hoang  Oanh.  a  leading  Vietnamese 
Folksinger,  sang  at  the  Asian  Art  Musuem. 

Musicians 
Sound  Notes 
of  Vietnam 

by  Peter  Saidel 

Inside  the  concert  hall  of  the  Asian 
Art  Museum  last  month,  the  dulcet 
sounds  of  traditional  Vietnamese 
stringed  instruments  rang  in  tribute  to 
women  in  Vietnamese  society. 

The  Nov.  7  concert,  "From  Vietnam; 
A  Lyric  Celebration  of  Women,"  fea- 
tured an  ensemble  led  by  Dr.  Phong 
Nguyen,  an  internationally  renowned 
instrumentalist,  singer,  and  cthnomusi- 
cologist.  Folk  singer  Hoang  Oanh  sang 
love  songs  and  songs  of  praise  for 
women,  as  well  as  "Ru  Con"  lullabies  in 
which  mothers — at  rare  quiet  moments 
alone  with  their  babies — express  their 
sadness,  their  suffering,  and  their  faith 
as  women. 

Of  the  54  ethnic  groups  in  Vietnam 
there  are  many  styles  of  music,  accord- 


ing to  Nguyen,  but  his  studies  have 
focused  on  the  music  of  the  majority, 
the  Viet.  Vietnamese  music  is  an  un- 
usual topic  of  study  even  for  the  Viet- 
namese public,  according  to  Nguyen, 
since  it  is  so  close  to  Vietnamese  life. 

"Sometimes  when  we're  inside  a 
house  we  don't  realize  that  the  house  is 
beautiful,"  he  said. 

Nguyen  emphasized  in  a  lecture/ 
demonstration  prcceeding  the  concert 
that  Vietnamese  musical  melodies  fol- 
low the  linguistic  intonation  of  the 
Vietnamese  language.  One  example  he 
offered  was  the  development  of  the  dan 
rtguyet  (known  in  Southern  Vietnam  as 
the  dan  kirn),  a  two-stringed  lute  which 
is  quite  similar  to  the  Chinese  lute.  The 
dan  nguyet,  however,  has  much  higher 
frets  to  allow  for  increased  ornamenta- 
tion and  a  depth  of  tone  that  reflects  the 
larger  range  of  tones  of  the  Vietnamese 
language. 

While  traditional  Vietnamese  music 
has  developed  in  Vietnam  over  thou- 
sands of  years  from  the  first  stone 
chimes  and  brass  drums,  recent  events 
in  Vietnam — warfare  and  refugee 
flight — have  changed  musical  tradi- 
tions, according  to  Nguyen,  through 
"innovation,  adaptation,and  immigra- 
tion." Nguyen  plays  music  that  grows 
out  of  the  court  tradition,  seen  as  bour- 
geois and  unacceptable  in  a  communist 
state.  Music  of  a  similar  style  is  played 
in  Vietnam  today,  he  said,  but  the  con- 
ten  t  has  been  al  tered  to  adapt  to  nation- 
alist, socialist  intentions. 

In  the  United  Stales,  following  Viet- 
namese court  tradition,  the  music  is 
studied  and  played  in  universities  or 
private  homes,  and  the  language  of  the 
songs  is  often  highly  literate  Vietnam- 
ese. Other  types  of  Vietnamese  music 
continue  as  well  in  the  United  States, 
including  Buddhist  chanting,  Sha- 
manist  chanting,  and  Vietnamese-lan- 
guage Catholic  masses.  In  all  forms  the 
music  thrives  wherever  there  are  Viet- 
namese communities,  from  San  ]ose  to 
Houston  to  Washington,  D.C. 


Neighborhood  Residents 
Share  Experiences  of  Exile 


by  Peter  Saidel 

Whether  it  meant  beingbooted 
out  of,  or  voluntarily  leaving 
one'scountry,  home,  or  com- 
munity, 35  people  came  together  on 
Nov.  3  to  share  their  meaning  of  the 
word  exile  through  song,  discussion, 
and  artistic  expression  at  a  workshop 
called  "Experienceof  Exile,"  sponsored 
by  the  Tenderloin  Reflection  and  Edu- 
cation Center  al  St.  Boniface  Church  on 
Golden  Gate  Avenue. 

Through  the  performances — ranging 
from  a  drama  about  being  evicted  to  a 
sing-a-long  of  folk  and  gospel  songs — 
exile  was  demonstrated  to  t>e  an  experi- 
ence not  limited  to  refugees,  but  includ- 
ing disenfranchised  members  of  any 
community  who  feel  they  are  outsiders, 
suffering  physical  and  psychological 
exile  in  their  own  homeland. 

Participants  included  those  who 
were,  as  one  man  described  himself, 
"cast  in  the  role  of  a  poor  person,"  and 
denied  acceptance  by  "the  ruling  class." 
Others  discussed  the  experience  of  being 
"exiled  from  the  mainstream  into 
homelessness." 

Exile  was  also  described  as  an  expe- 
rience that  can  occur  within  one's  own 
community.  Several  theologians  at- 
tended the  workshop,  including  women 
whoexpressed  the  need  for  "goddesses" 
or  heroines  to  counter  their  feelings  of 
alienation  from  a  church  they  view  as 
being  dominated  by  males.  Two  itiner- 
ant Irish  brothers  and  a  white  worker 
for  black  civil  rights  described  difficul- 
ties in  finding  acceptance  as  outsiders 
and,  once  accepted,  in  dealing  with 
personal  feelings  of  alienation. 

Gospel  singer  Joanne  Henry  opened 
the  day's  event  with  "River  of  Baby- 
lon," which  ended  with  the  line,  "How 
shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a  for- 


eign land?" — a  theme  echoed  through- 
out the  day.  Stanley  Williams  of  the 
Lorraine  Hansbcrry  Theater  recited 
worksby  writers  Langston  Hughesand 
James  Baldwin  that  addressed  the  black 
experienceof  exile  from  Africa  and  their 
forced  role  as  outsiders  in  this  country. 

"I,  too,am  America,"  Hughes  wrote, 
emphasizing  the  right  of  everyone  to 
an  equal  voice.  To  speak  out  and  act,  ac- 
cording to  Hughes,  one  must  know  the 
suffering  of  one's  people,  and  then  look 
ahead  "to  the  stars." 

Other  performances  gave  partici- 
pants a  taste  of  the  experience  of  being 
exiled.  In  a  drama  about  eviction  by 
Karen  Broder,  participants  portrayed 
evictors  and  evictees  in  order  to  t>etter 
understand  how  it  feels  to  be  cast  into 
the  streets.  Tenderioin  poet  Mary  Tall 
Mountain  led  a  poetry  and  story  writing 
session,  which  she  introduced  with  a 
talcof  her  own  experienceof  exile  from 
her  Native  American  community  in 
Alaska. 

Mark  Knego,  resident  artist  at  the 
North  of  Market  Senior  Center,  led  a 
Cambodian  maskmaking  workshop. 
Knego  works  with  Cambodian  elders 
to  transform  Khmer  images  tradition- 
ally shaped  in  stone  into  new  fonms, 
using  materials  such  as  papier  mache. 
The  sculptures  sometimes  incorporate 
xeroxed  photographsofthcmask  maker 
to  enhance  the  individuality  of  the  art- 
work. 

The  day's  events  were  indicative  of 
the  approach  and  goals  of  the  Reflec- 
tion and  Education  Center.  One  of  the 
group's  intentions,  according  to  Ad- 
ministrative Director  Doug  Benbow,  is 
to  bring  together  "the  haves  and  the 
have-nots"  in  order  to  share  different 
experiences  of  common  issues,  and 
perhaps  broaden  people's  sense  of 
community. 
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complied  by  Rhonda  Henderson 

Friday,  November  30: 
World  AJDS  Day:  Women's  AIDS  Network 
(WAN)  sponsors  lestimonies  by  women  with 
HIV.  City  Hall  Rotunda,  noon.  A  benefit 
reception  (or  WAN  at  HIV  Continuum  Treat- 
ment Center,  10  United  Nations  Plaza.  5 
p.m.  Admission:  $10/$15/$25  sliding  scale 
(no  one  will  be  turned  away  for  tack  of 
funds). 

Mien  Embroidery  Exhibit:  Immigrant 
women  from  highland  Laos  will  display  their 
needlework  through  Dec.  31.  Asian  Re- 
source Gallery,  310  8th  St..  Oakland  China- 
town. Mon,-Fri..  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Free. 
"Reasonable  Fear— Fleeing  Oppres- 
sion": Photographs  of  political  asylum 
applicants  in  the  U.S.  and  their  countries  of 
origin  will  be  exhibited  through  Dec.  22.  Eye 
Gallery.  1151  Mission  St..  Tues.-Sat.,  12 
p.m. -5:30  p.m.  Free. 

House  Art:  Come  see  the  exhibits  in  Hospi- 
tality House's  new  space:  American  Zephyr 
Gallery.  25  Van  Ness  Ave..  Mon.-Sat..  10 
a.m.-6  p.m.,  Sun.,  11  a.m.-6  p.m.  Free. 

Saturday,  December  1: 
Victorian  Holiday  Faire:  Come  enjoy  crafts, 
food,  and  entertainment  Victorian-style  at 
the  First  Unitarian  Center.  1187  Frani<lin  St., 
12  p.m.-6  p.m.  Will  also  be  held  Dec.  2. 
Proceeds  will  benefit  the  homeless,  people 
with  AIDS,  and  the  elderly.  Admission:  Adults 
$3.  chiklren  and  ekJerty  (over  65)  Free. 

Monday,  December  3: 
PoetfY  Women:  Poels  from  the  Tenderloin 
Women's  Writing  Workshop  will  read  their 
work  at  the  509  Cultural  Center.  509  Ellis  St.. 
7  p.m.  Free. 

Tuesday,  December  4: 
WomanSplrtt:  All  women  are  invited  to  meet 
Tuesdays  lo  share  their  stories.  Tenderloin 
Reflection  and  Education  Center.  135  Golden 
Gate  Ave..  3rd  Roor  Library,  2-3  p.m.  Free. 

Wednesday,  December  5: 
Discovery:  Gay  men's  discussion  group 
will  cover  the  topic  'Taking  Care  of  Each 
Other."  "Homophobia  Among  Ourselves"  will 
be  discussed  Dec.  12.  A  holiday  celebration 
complete  with  redeshments  and  gifts  wtll  be 
held  Dec.  19.  333  Turk  St..  2nd  Ftoor.  2:15 
p.m.  Free. 

Musicians'  Workshop:  Jazz,  blues,  and 
folk  enthusiasts  can  meet  every  Wed.  at  the 
Tenderloin  Reflection  and  Education  Cen- 
ter. 135  GoWen  Gate  Ave.,  4th  Floor  Com- 
munity Room.  1-3  p.m.  Free. 
Childhood  Stress:  Lecture  on  how  parents 
can  help  children  cope  with  stress,  St.  Paul's 
High  School  cafeteria.  317  29th  St.,  7  p.m. 
Free. 

Thursday,  December  6: 

Pay-What-You-Can  Night:  fvtoney  is  no 
object  at  EXITheatre's  performance  of  Lewis 
John  Carlino's  "Sarah  and  the  Sax."  Per- 
formances held  every  Thurs.,  Fri.,  and  Sat. 
through  Dec.  31.  Admission:  Adults  $8-10, 
senior  citizens  $5. 

Bible  Discussion  Group:  Radical  reflec- 
tbns  on  the  Gospel  with  Tenderloin  home- 
less and  residents  every  Thurs.  Tenderksin 
Reflection  and  Education  Center,  135  GokJen 
Gate  Ave.,  3rd  Floor  Library,  10-11  a.m. 
Fr©«. 

Paint  the  Gospel  on  the  Street:  Meet  Thurs. 
lor  discussion  and  painting  of  Gospel  sto- 
ries. Tenderloin  Reflection  and  Education 
Center.  135  Golden  Gate  Ave.,  3rd  Ftoor,  1- 
4  p.m.  Free. 

Friday,  December  7: 
Chess,  Chess,  Chess!:  Chess  club  for 
children  of  all  ages  meets  every  Friday, 
Main  Library  Children's  Room,  Larkin  and 
McAllister  sts.,  3-6  p.m.  Free. 
Wonrwn's  Writing  Workshop:  Fiction  and 
poetry  workshop  every  Friday  for  women  of 
the  Tenderloin.  Tenderloin  Reflection  and 
Education  Center.  135  Golden  Gate  Ave., 
3rd  Ftoor  Library,  2-4  p.m  Free 
Chrlstnias  Bazaar:  Seif  Help  for  t^e  Ek^erty's 
Annual  Chnslmas  Ba/iar.  445  Grant  Ave.. 
lla.m.-5  p.m.;  982-9.71. 

Saturday,  Decemb-r  8: 

Santa  Lucia  Yule  Mart  and  Craft  Fair:  A 

traditional  village  festival  featuring  handi- 
crafts, toys,  food,  wreaths,  cards,  and  spe- 
cial children's  activities.  OW  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  Sacramento  St.  at  Van  Ness 
Ave..  10  a.m. -6  p.m.  Proceeds  benefit 
Raphael  House's  St.  Michael  Family  School. 
Free. 


Innovative  Housing:  An  renter's  info,  meet- 
ing for  older  lesbians  and  gays.  Sponsored 
by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  EkJers.  Call 
626-7000.  Free. 

Women  Take  Back  the  Night:  Women  only 

are  invited  to  hear  activist  speakers,  and 
march  in  protest  of  violence  against  women. 
Rally  will  be  held  at  Stanyan  and  Oak  sis. 
(the  Panhandle),  5  p.m.  March  will  begin  at 
6  p.m.  Free. 

Tree  Ughting:  A  twilight  ceremony  to  light 
the  Tree  of  Hope  in  recognitton  of  people 
with  AIDS  will  be  held  at  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundalton  Tree  Lot.  1600  Third  St. 
Bring  an  ornament.  Call  864-5855  for  info. 
Free. 

Women's  Crafts  Galore!:  The  Women's 
BuiWing's  12th  Annual  Arts  and  Crafts  Fair 
will  feature  artwork,  food,  entertainment, 
and  provide  child  care.  Herbst  Pavilbn  & 
Cowell  Theater,  Pier  2,  Fori  Mason  Center. 
10  a.m.-6  p.m.  Will  also  be  held  Dec.  9.  15. 
and  16.  Admission:  $4.50-$10  sliding  scale. 
Free  for  children  under  12  and  sentors  65+. 

Sunday,  December  9: 
Men's  Friendship  Group  Holiday  Potluck 
Brunch:  Older  gay  men  (60  +)  shoukJ  bring 
a  main  dish  or  finger  food  (dessert  fur- 
nished) to  share  and  a  gift  to  exchange. 
After  bnjnch  program  will  feature.  "Santa's 
Dilemma"  with  the  1990  GLOEing  Players. 
Francis  of  Assisi,  145  Guerrero  St..  12-3 
p.m.  Free. 

Golden  Gale  Park  Band:  Concert  at  GoWen 
Gate  Park  Band  Concourse.  1  p.m.  Free. 

f^rtonday,  December  10: 
Holiday  Arts  and  Crafts  Fair  through  Dec. 
13.  San  Francisco  State  University.  Student 
Union.  19th  Ave.  and  Holloway,  9  a.m.-7 
p.m.;  Free. 


Lewis  John  Carlino's  "Sarah  and  the  Sax" 
plays  at  EXlTheater  every  Thurs.,  Fri.,  and 
Sat.  through  Dec.  31. 

Tuesday,  December  11: 
Arts  and  Crafts  for  Kids:  Kkis  aged  5-15 
are  invited  to  come  aeate  on  the  2nd  Tues, 
of  the  month  at  the  509  Cultural  Center,  509 
Ellis  St.,  5:30-6:30  p.m.  Free. 

Wednesday,  December  12: 
Tender  Tales:  Film  program  for  children 
aged  3-5  at  Main  Ubrary,  ChiWren's  Room. 
Larkin  and  McAllister  sts.,  10  and  11  a.m. 
Will  also  be  shown  Dec  13.  Free. 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Writers'  Workshop: 
OWer  writers  (50+)  with  any  level  of  experi- 
ence wetoome.  Operatton  Concern,  1853 
Maikel  St.,  6  p.m.  Will  also  be  held  Dec.  26. 
Free. 

Holiday  Fantasies:  KkJs  6  and  older  are 
invited  to  see  'The  Mouse  &  the  Ntotorcycte" 
and  "The  Velveteen  Rabbit,"  Main  Library 
ChiWren's  Room.  Larkin  and  fwlcAllister  sts.. 
3:30  p.m.  Free. 

Woniantalk:  A  discussion  group  for  older 
lesbians  to  be  foltowed  by  a  holiday  party. 
North  of  Market  Sentor  Center,  333  Turk  St., 
2:15  p.m.  Free. 

Christmas  Tree:  Mayor  Art  Agnos  lights  the 
official  San  Francisco  Christmas  tree,  6  p.m., 
McLaren  Lodge,  GokJer  Gate  Park.  Steiner 
and  Fell  sts.  Ree 

Thursday,  December  13: 
Holiday  Film.  I'ds  6  and  otoer  are  invited  to 
see  "Mickey's  Christmas  Carol."  Main  Li- 
brary Children's  Room,  Larkin  and  McAllis- 
ter sts,.  3:30  p.m.  Free. 
Men's  Friendship  Group:  For  older  gay 
men  (60+).  Sponsored  by  GLOE.  71 1  Eddy 
St.,  2:45  p.m.  Free. 

Friday,  December  14: 
La  l_a  Luna  Sea:  Come  see  a  ctown  play 
about  a  musician  searching  for  her  missing 
saxophone  stolen  by  the  moon  at  the  Pickle 
Family  Circus'  Annual  HoWay  Show.  Pal- 


ace of  Rne  Arts,  Bay  and  Lyon  sis..  2  p  m. 
Admisston:  $5-10  (reserved).  Call  826-5678 
for  info, 

Crealh/lty  Explored:  Holiday  Art  Sale,  3245 
16th  St.,  6-8  p.m.  Art  by  disabled  adults; 
reduced  prtoes. 

Saturday,  December  15: 
Holiday  Concert:  S.F.  Recreation  Sym- 
phony and  S.F,  City  Chorus  free  holiday 
concert,  St.  Agnes  Church,  1025  Masonic 
Ave..  7:30  p.m.  387-6098.  Free. 

Sunday,  December  16: 
Caroling  In  the  Tenderloin:  Bring  your 
voce  and  a  dish  to  share  to  the  Cadillac 
Hotel  Ballroom.  380  Eddy  St..  4  pm.  Every- 
one wekxime;  call  989-6097  if  you  plan  to 
join.  Free. 
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Janet  Seaforth's  porcelain  sculptures  are 
available  at  the  Women's  Building  12th 
Annual  Arts  and  Crafts  Fair.  Saturdays  and 
Sundays.  Dec.  8  and  9,  15  and  16.  10  am. 
to  6  p.m..  Fort  Mason  Center.  431-1180 

Volunteer  at  Glide:  Glide  Memorial  Church 
needs  volunteers  to  help  prepare  food  and 
toy  bags  for  low-Income  and  homeless  resi- 
dents of  the  Tenderloin  through  Dec.  20. 
330  Ellis  St.  Call  771-6300  for  info.  Free. 

Thursday,  December  20: 

Holiday  Craft  Program:  Kids  aged  6  and 

older  can  create  beautiful  ornaments  with 

fun  decorations.  Main  Library  Children's 

Room  Larkin  and  McAllister  sts..  3:30  p.m. 

Free. 

Friday,  December  21: 
International  Chess:  A  tournament  for 
chess  enthusiasts  aged  6-18.  Must  sign  up 
by  Dec  19.  Main  Ijbrary  ChiWren's  Room,  3- 
6  p.m.  Free. 

Winter  Solstice  Celebration:  For  older 
lesbian  women  (50  +).  7  p  m.  Call  Pat,  626- 
7000  tor  info.  Free. 


Holiday  Meals: 

Glide  Memorial  Church 
330  Ellis  St.,  441-6501 
Friday,  December  21: 

•  Christmas  food  bags  will 
be  given  away  until  the  early 

afternoon.  Call  441-6501. 
Saturday,  December  22: 

•  Santa  and  his  helpers  will 
give  children  toys  until  early 

afternoon.  Call  441-6501. 
Sunday,  December  23: 

•  Come  enjoy  a  holiday  feast 
with  friends  from  morning 
until  early  afternoon.  Call 

441-6501  for  exact  time. 
Tuesday,  December  25: 

•  A  festive  feast  with  turkey 
and  all  the  trimmings  will  be 

held  until  the  early  after- 
noon. Call  441-6501 
for  exact  time. 

St  Anthon/s  Dining  Room 
45  Jones  St,  552-3838 
Tuesday,  December  25: 

•  A  traditional  Christmas 
dinner  will  be  served  from 

10  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  December  25: 

•  The  YMCA  and  Holiday 
Inn  invite  low-income  sen- 
iors to  a  Christmas  party,  1 1 
a.m.-3  p.m.  at  Holiday  Inn- 
Golden  Gateway,  Van  Ness 
and  Pine  streets.  Call  Karka 

Popovic,  654-8700. 


Monday,  December  24: 
MlstleTow  Service:  The  City  Tow.  San 
Francisco's  Official  Police  Garage,  offers 
rides  and  tow-home  service  for  residents 
who  have  had  too  much  to  drink.  Call  558- 
7400  all  day  and  night  Christmas  Eve,  Christ- 
mas Day,  New  Year's  Eve,  and  New  Year's 
Day.  Free. 


Homeless  Outreach  Worker 
Helped  Others  Escape  Streets 


by  josh  Brandon 

There  are  some  people  who  never 
really  die.  They  live  on  in  the 
memories  of  those  they  touched 
in  their  lives.  They  remind  others  that  a 
human  life  can  rniake  a  difference,  espe- 
cially in  service  to  those  with  little  hope 
or  joy. 

Such  a  person  was  Carol  Vela,  a 
Healthcare  for  the  Homeless  outreach 
worker  who  unexpectedly  and  sud- 
denly died  on  Sept.  28.  More  than  60 
friends  honored  her  memory  and  life 
on  Oct.  27  at  a  memorial  service  held  at 
the  Native  Anvrican  Center. 

Because  of  her  feelings  towards  and 
understanding  of  the  Native  American 
conununity,  the  service  began  with  a 
traditional  sage-buming  ceremony  and 
ended  with  her  two  sof^  and  more  than 
a  dozen  co-workers  and  clients  sharing 
emotional  testimony  about  how  she  had 
improved  and  inspired  others. 

Bob  Prentice,  director  of  Healthcare 
for  the  Homeless,  presented  Carol's  sons 
Bret  and  Billy  with  a  proclamation  from 
Mayor  Art  Agnos  designating  Oct.  27, 
1990  as  Carol  Vela  Remcmbranoc  Day. 

Her  life  had  much  for  others  to  re- 
member. Having  been  through  both 
alcohol  and  drug  addiction  while  living 
on  the  streets,  she  was  able  not  only  to 
survive,  but  also  to  finally  leave  the 
streets  behind  her. 


But  she  never  forgot  where  she  came 
from,  nor  believed  in  hopeless  cases. 
After  finding  the  way  to  sobriety,  she 
had  the  courage  to  help  others — many 
of  whom  were  Native  Americans — with 
similar  problems. 

Her  effectiveness  was  seen  in  the 
testimony  offered  by  those  she  helped 
to  keep  free  from  alcohol  and  drugs. 
More  than  one  cried  unashamedly  in 
front  of  the  rest  of  Carol's  friends,  nruny 
of  whom  said  that  without  Carol  they 
would  be  dead  then\selves. 

One  mourner  tearfully  recalled  how 
Carol  saved  his  life  and  said  he  wished 
that  he  had  died  in  her  place.  Others 
mentioned  how  some  homeless  people 
had  panhandled  money  to  replace  a 
wallet  she  had  lost  on  her  last  day  at 
work.  After  her  death  was  known  on 
the  street,  other  homeless  people  bought 
flowers  for  her  office. 

Stories  of  her  kindness,  understand- 
ing, and  support  are  too  many  to  men- 
tion. One  co-worker,  Dan  Silva,  summed 
up  how  her  many  friends  felt  about  her 
in  a  poigrunt  statement. 

Silva,  a  Vietnam  War  veteran,  said 
Carol  deserved  the  highest  praise  a 
veteran  can  give.  "She  had  the  courage 
to  be  a  fighter  with  feelings,"  he  said. 
"Carol  was  a  soldier  on  the  front  lines 
and  she  has  fallen  while  fighting.  There 
is  no  higher  praise." 

Rest  in  peace,  Carol.  Others  will 
continue  your  fight. 


December  1990 
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Destiny 

When  ignored  or  abused 
to  whom  or  what 
I  first  turn 

for  strength  and  grace 
determines  my  destiny 
unless  I  change 

If  its  food  or  drugs 
work  or  someone 
other  than  God 
that  eventually  fails 
to  be  enough 
from  growing  hate 
I  downgrade  myself 
by  exploiting  others 
with  tormenting  fear 
anger  and  boredom 
while  denying 
to  stop 

which  flaunts  my  insanity 
both  now  and  forever 

If  its  God 

our  inner  star 

my  help  and  guide 

together  from  high  hope 

conquering  fear 

anger  and  hate 

to  grow  in  gratitude 

tor  being  fulfilled 

we  share  all 

by  serving  needs 

with  our  full  and  free  life 

of  tough  truth 

and  gentle  love 

which  is  our  strength  and  joy 

both  now  and  forever 

-Grace  Fitzgerald 


Roommate  Logic 

K  one  man's 
peace  of  mind 
is  another  man's 
edge  of  night, 
then  one  man's 
chariot 

is  another  man's 
wheelchair 

So,  if  one  man's 

millstone 

is  another  man's 

blessing, 

then  one  man's 

alarm  clock 

is  another  man's  lullaby. 
'David  Cornell 


A  Poem  About  Doors 

It  is  anger  which  melts 

through  the  life  of  the  empty 

as  they  sit  crosslegged 

on  benches  staring 

into  the  sky.  The  message 

they  wait  for  has  been 

misplaced  but  one  day 

it  will  t>e  dropped. 

It  is  a  collection  of  words 

engraved  on  doors  receding 

into  the  city  like  waves. 

A  near  accident 

An  onion  love  affair 

This  morning  we  have  forgotten 

to  listen  to  the  wisdom 

of  the  birds.  While  their  song 

has  nothing  new  to  tell  us. 

in  the  melody  exists 

what  we  have  never  been 

able  to  understand. 

'Andrew  Daniel 


Untitled 

He  said.  "Your  injuries      are  old 

from  childhood.  Your  father  had    a  problem. 

"No,"  she  said   "He."  pointing.  Ihey. . . " 

"No.  repeat  after  me.  The  injuries    are  old. .  . 

Exhaustion    Thirst     Pain  Hunger 

Daylight    Darkness  Daylight 

Finally.    Body  rocking  dazedly  in  space — 

"Yes.     My  father.  .  . 

No  one  there  seemed  to  question 

how  a  woman  with  such  injuries 

could  ever  have  become  pregnant. 

Carried  a  healthy  child  to  term. 

■Hiroshima  Gen 


On  Parents  and  Brothers  and  Sisters 

Is  it  them  I  have  been  seeking 
in  my  turnoffs  to  main  highways 
and  fields  that  are  burnoffs 
Do  I  want  to  burn  down 
so  I  can  plant  new  seed 
do  I  want  them  to  need  me 
is  it  them  I  need? 
The  child  not  held, 
the  promise  not  given 
Is  it  these  t  want  to  repair 
before  it's  time  for  heaven 

•Janice  King 


Cognizant  of  Plenty 

feeling  down 
looking  up 
no  more  breaks 
no  more  steaks 
girls  and  money 
kind  of  funny 
brought  me  down 
girls  and  money 

girls  and  money 
brought  me  up  again 
deep  good  luck 

•Joel  Thomas 


My  Soul  Froze 

My  soul  froze  under  a  bridge 
one  afternoon 
I  laid  on  my  back 
against  a  long 
four  sided  pillar, 
and  shivered 
looking  out  over  - 
railroad  tracks 
waiting  for  a  reason 
to  move 
in  45  minutes 

I  had  one; 
I  woni  tell  you; 
I  could  have  gotten 
up 

and  walked 
going  up  bridge 
stairs, 

over  a 

bridge: 

wind  fierce  and 
cold, 

until  time  to  turn 
back 
last  week,  this 
ended 

with 

where  I  was 
going,  it  will  end  this 

walk,  it  ended  under 
a  dark  sky;  rain  on 
support  pillars, 
gray  wet,  almost 
liquid  glow. 

■Jerry  David  Miley 


The  Cup 

Ask  me  the  cause  of  epilepsy 
and  I  will  tell  you  truly  I  have  drunk 
from  a  bitter  cup. 

For  it  is  the  ancient  curse 
of  a  1 .000  deaths. 

■Frosty 


Classifieds 


I  EMPLOYMENT 

Resident  Manager:  The  Chinese 
Community  Housing  Corporation  (CCHC)  is 
seeking  an  applicant  to  oversee  properties 
owned  by  CCHC,  address  basic  needs  of 
ekJerly  tenants,  and  provide  for  the  safety, 
health,  and  welfare  of  tenants.  English/ 
Cantonese  speaker  preferred.  Immediate 
opening.  Please  submit  resume  and  letter  of 
interest  to  Agnes  Lee,  Property  Manager. 
CCHC.  1525  Grant  Ave..  S.F..  CA  94133. 
or  call  984-1470.  EOE. 
Maintenance  Person:  The  Chinese 
Community  Housing  Corporatbn  (CCHC)  is 
seeking  a  part-time  (15  hrs./wk.)  applicant  to 
perform  repairs  on  any  of  CCHC's  projects, 
which  include  but  is  not  limited  to  plumbing, 
electrical,  carpentry,  roofing,  mechanical 
systems,  and  more.  English/Cantonese 
speaker  preferred.  Salary  is  $8/hr.  DOE. 
Immediate  opening.  Please  submit  resume 
and  letter  of  interest  to  Agnes  Lee.  Property 
Manager,  CCHC.  1525  Grant  Ave..  S.F.. 
CA.  94133,  or  call  984-1470.  EOE. 
Janitor  Needed:  The  Chinese  Community 
Housing  Corporation  (CCHC)  is  seeking  a 
part-time  (15  hrs./wk.)  applicant  to  perform 
janitorial  services  on  CCHC's  properties, 
which  includes  but  is  not  limited  to  basic 
cleaning,  washing  of  kitchen  floors, 
vacuuming  hallways,  sanitizing  common 
bathrooms,  and  assisting  in  the  general 
cleaning  of  vacant  units.  English/Cantonese 
speaker  preferred.  Starting  salary  is  $6/hr. 
Immediate  opening.  Please  submit  resume 
and  letter  of  interest  to  Agnes  Lee,  Property 


TENDERLOIN  TIMES 
CLASSIFIED  ADS 

Rates:  Classifieds  cost  S5  for 
25  words  or  less  and  $4  for 
each  additional  25  words  or 
portion  thiereof. 

Call  776-0700  or  send  your 
ad  copy  to  Tenderloir)  7/mes 
Classifieds,  25  Toytor  St.  #718. 
S.F.,  CA.  94102 


Manager.  CCHC,  1525  Grant  Ave.,  S.F.. 
CA.  94133.  or  call  984-1470,  EOE, 
Community  Health  Outreach  Worker  for 
AIDS  Prevention  and  Education  Project: 
Provide  outreach  and  education  to  Southeast 
Asian  refugees  in  Tenderloin  and  throughout 
San  Francisco,  Bilingual  Vietnamese/English 
required-  Knowledge  of  AIDS  and  familiarity 
with  Tenderloin  preferred.  Full-time,  flexible 
hours  required.  Call  885-2743  for  job 
description. 

I  BULLETIN  BOARD 

San  Francisco  Women  Against  Rape: 

Free  confidential  services.  24-hour  hotline, 
in-person  counseling,  support  groups, 
advocacy  with  the  police  and  courts,  and 
prevention  education.  Call  647-RAPE. 

I  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 

Wanted:  Legal  Contingency  Attorney  for 
and  Name  and  Address  of  Insurance 
Company  Insuring  for  Public  Liability,  the 
State  of  California  Crime  Victim  Program, 
and  Compensation  Hearing  Representative, 
Percent  Share  Basis.  Contact  David  Anthony 
Falton.  P.O.  Box  191173,  S.F..  CA,  94119- 
1173.  Note:  Will  Trade  Attorneys  Public 
Liability.  $4,000,000  Insurance  Policies  for 
Any  Policies. 

I  FOR  SALE 

Fish  Tank:  Fifty-five  gallon  (22  x  48  x  13) 
with  eight  Discus  fish.  Thermostat,  light,  jet 
fitter,  pump,  base  cabinet  with  doors.  Used 
six  months,  $295/otfer,  285-3631, 


Freelance  interpreters 
and  translators  needed; 

All  languages,  especially 

Lao,  Cambodian,  Hmong, 

U-Mien,  Vietnamese, 
Burmese,  and  all  Filipino 
and  Chinese  dialects. 

Earn  up  to  $25  an  hour. 
Call  Zack  at  Benemann 
Translation  Center 
982-7658 


Affordable  Housing 

San  Francisco 
Residential  Hotels 


•  Furnished  rooms 

•  Prewired  for  phones 

•  24-hour  on-site  desk  clerk 

•  Laundry  facihties 

•  Close  to  transportation 

•  Handicapped  accessible 

With  private  bath  $265  per  month 

plus  $135  deposit 
With  hallway  bath  $220  per  month 

plus  $110  deposit 
(Rates  quoted  are  for  single  occupancy.) 

Ritz  Hotel  775-9712 
216  Eddy  St.  (near  Taylor) 

Wm.  Penn  Hotel  775-5373 

160  Eddy  St.  (between  Mason  &  Taylor) 

Dalt  Hotel  474-7712 

34  Turk  St.  (between  Mason  &  Taylor) 

1^ 


OFFICE  HOURS: 

Mon.  through  Fri.,  8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


I 


December  1990 


Tenderloin  Times  17 


YOUMA^ 
BE  ELIGIBLE  TO 

OJTA 

CORNER  ON 
ENERGY  COSTS. 


You  could  save  15%  on  your  energy  bills  if  you 
qualify  for  PG&Es  Low-Income  Rate  Assistance 
Program  (LIRA). 

You  Ve  eligible  for  the  15%  discount  if  you  meet 
the  following  income  guidelines: 


Household  Size 


1  or  2  persons 

3  persons 

4  persons 

Each  Additional  Person 


Maximum  Annual 
Household  Income 

$13,600 
$16,000 
$19,200 

Add  $3,200  to  maximum 


Or  if  you  participate  in  one  of  the  following  programs: 

•  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  (AFDC) 

•  Supplemental  Security  Income/State  Supplemental 
Payment  (SSI/SSP) 

•  Food  Stamps 

•  Certain  Veterans  and  Survivors'  Pension  Benefits 

Call  l'800-359'3434  or  fill  out  the  coupon  to 
apply  for  the  Low-Income  Rate  Assistance  Program. 
Mail  the  coupon  with  your  PGiStE  payment  or  bring 
it  to  your  local  PG&E  office. 


K)RMAT1540.  LEVEL  2 

YES,  I'D  LIKE 
TO  KNOW  IF  I'M 
ELIGIBLE 
TO  CUT  A  CORNER  ON 
ENERGY  COSTS. 

Please  send  me  an  application  for  PG&E's 
Uw-income  Rate  Assistance  Program. 


10 

□-□ 


PG&E  ACCOUNT  NUMBER 


Name. 


Address 


City/State/Zip. 


Daytime  phone 


Ai  yourseri'ice. 


9  7 
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We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  •  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  c6  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

•  Hu  ti^u  hay  mi  seafood  •  Lau  seafood 

•  Hu  ticu  hay  mi  xao  thap  cam         •  Com  xuon  bi  cha 

•  Canh  chua  ca  b&ng  lao  •  Bun  cha  gio  thit  nJcfng 

•  Ca  kho  tQ  *    •  cSi  sila  t6m 

•  Tom  rang  mu'8i  •  cSi  ga  xe  phay 


491  ELLIS  STREET 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 
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Open  Daily:  9^)0  a.m.-9:(X)  p.m. 

(415)  928-5188 
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Immediate  openings 
for  low-income 
children,  age  3-5. 
Hours  2  p.m.  to  5 
p.m. 
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800  Presidio  Ave. 
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Nghe  SfBay  T6  C^m  Nghfva 
Kinh  Nghiem  Tha  Hiidng 


bai  cua  Peter  Saidel 


Goi  Ia^3iniJa:bi_3uoi,biIoai,b6 
x\S  s6,  que  hddn^,  lahg  mac, 
nhacifa,bacon3aacn  v'dinhau 
Irong  mql  ngay  hoi  thao  gqi  la  "Experi- 
ence of  Exile"  (Kinh  nghiem  tha  hiJdng) 
Be  tim  hicu*3inh  nghia  cua  danh  tii  "tha 
hifdng  IJu  33y."  Thif  bay  3  thang  1 1  vifa 
qua,  tai  tru  sd  Tenderloin  Reflection 
and  Education  Center  (TREC)  'd  Nha 
thd  St.  Boniface,  so  135  Golden  Gate,  35 
thanh  phan  tii  moi  tang  lop  dan  ch'ung 
3a  Sen  vdi  nhau  chia  se  kinh  nghiem 
"lha  h Jdng  lifu  3a"y"  qua  ban  thao,  van 
nghe,  va  hat  xudng. 

Salima  Rashida  da  trinh  dicn  hoat 
canh  ve  Harriet  Tubman  va  Karen 
Broder  3a  dien  kich  ve  mgt  canh  bi  duoi 
nha,  li/u  3ay  tha  hiJ6ng'3a^thuc  sif  noi 
len  kinh  nghiem  va  y 'ighia  khong  cfii 
gidi  han  cho  Idp  J)gyi6i  di  dan,  nhung 
cho  bat  cii  ai  3a3Jng  ngoai  con^  dong 
va  thJc  sii  cam  thay  minh  la  ke  ngoai 
cuoc,  va  CO  the  bi  day  vb  the  xac  va  tam 
thSh  ngay  trong  can  nha  cua  chinh  minh. 
Thanh  phan  tham  dii  g3m  nhUng  kc 
khong  may  man  da  bi^di  lanhclao  gat 
bo  vi  minh  ngheo.  Nhieu  ngddi  khac'da 
noi  len  kinh  nghiem  bi  x6  i3ay  ra  ngoai 


xa  hoi  va  lam  vao  canh  man  trdi  chiSu 

aa't.  ■ 

Tha  hiidng  Iifu  "aay  cung  3i/dc^ai 
thich  nhif  mpt  kinh  nghiem  co  the  xSy 
ra  ngay  gii?a  cpng  djong.  Nhieu  nha 
than  hoc  cd  mat  tai  buoi  hoi  thao,  ke  ca 
nhung  phu  nil  td  phal  bieu  cho  minh  bi 
xa  each  giao  hoi  ma  trong  do  nam  gicii 
chiemBa  so  va  3ang  can  c6  nhdng  niJ 
than  hay  nO  anh  hung^.  Co  hai  Sd  huynh 
Ai  nhi  Ian  va  mot  My  trang  tranh  aau 
cho  quyen  Idi  cua  ngi/di  My  Phi  chau 
cung  noi  len  cac  kho  khan  khi  khong 
dfibc  chap  nhan  cung  nhil  lhac  mac  ve 
cam  n^hi  ca  nhan  aodng^au  v'6\  du 
kien  cam  thay  minh  biTldng  ngoai. 

Joanne  Henry  da  khai  mac  ngay  hpi 
thao  vdi  ban  nhac  ve  "luucJ^fy"  va  cuoi 
ban  kct  thuc  cau  "How  shall  we  sing  the 
Lord's  song  in  a  foreign  land?"  (Chung 
ta  hat  ban  nhac  cua  Chua  each  nao  tai 
vungHal  la?)  va  36  la  d&^tai  cho  suot 
ngay  hoi  thao.  Stanley  Williams  thuqc 
Rap  hat  Lorraine  Hansberry  da  dqc  van 
ban  cua  Langston  Hughes  va  James 
Baldwin  de  c^p^en  kinh  nghiem  cua 
nhdng  dan  Phi  chau  Uu  vong  xa  que 
hddng  va  song  kiep  Iifu  "day  ngan  each 
taj  phanclat  cd  hoa  nay.  Ong  Hughes 
viet:  'Toi  cung  la  cong  dan  My,"  thco 


36  ong  muon  nhan  ^^nh'a£h  khia  canh 
qujyn  len  tien^3ong3cucua  mqi  ngddi. 
Moi  ngtfdi  phai  noi  Icn,  phai  hanhHqng, 
phii  biet  cai  3au  khoVua  chinh  "dong 
hi/dng  minh  va  ngo  tdi,  ngddc  mat  nhin 
len  cac  vi  sao. 

Thanh  vicn  cua  TREC  hy  vqng  rang 
nhB  suy  tii,  ban  thao,  nghp  thuat,  am 
nhac,  ket  ban  v^  ti/phat  biSu  cam  nghi 
ca  nhan  c6  the  dem  lai  tif  tin,  tifbcnh 
vtic.  Mot  n^ifdi  cho  bi6t  di^m  i^t  quan 
trong  la  phai  htcu  va  chap  nh^n  ngd^i 
khac  nghi  minh  bi  bo  rdi  nhif  the  nao  3^ 
tii  3b  chap  nhan  kinh  nghiem  ca  nhan 
minh.Trpnghoatcanhcua  Karen  Broder 
ve  vu  3u6i  nha,  thanh  phan  tham  dd  c6 
CO  hoi  dat  minh  vao  cho  ngiJdi  bi  ^i^i 
va  chu  nha'dc  hicu  ro  va'nS^hdn  va  lu 
36  nem  mui  chua  cay  cua  nan  nhan  bi 
au?)i  tif  trong  nha  li^ng  ra  ngdai'dulrng 
phb.  Thi  si  Mary  TallMountain  trmh 

xem  Hep  trang  23 

Nhan  nhu 
gi6i  tieu  thu 

bai  cua  Sothy  Ken 

Toi  la  pKoi  trfvicn  cua  Consumer 
Action  phu  trach  lien  lac  vbi  ba 
con  than  chu  vasethddngxuyen 
viet  bai  tren  nguyet  san  The  Tenderloin 
Times  ve^cac  muc  lien  quan  Sen  gidi 
tieu  thu.  Trong  bai  hbm  nay  toi  xin  gidi 


lhieu'3f  A  quy  ba  con  mot  dich  vu  dien 
thoai  giam  gia  3ac  biqt  ma  nhdng  ai  c6 
Idi  iflc  thap  nen  I'l/u  y  tdi. 
Hoi :  Dich  vu  dien  thoai  nao  re  nlii^t? 
Oap :  Dich  vu  dicn  thoai  Universal  Life- 
line d  California  cung  Jng  dicn  thoai  re 
dii^  nua  lien  so  vdi  gia  Ihddng  le,  bao 
gom  nhtfng  Ian  goi  trong  tlia  phUdng 
than  chu,  ngoa,i  trifgoi  vicn  li^n  va  phu 
troi  phai  tra  Ihcm.JHdn  nda  than  chu 
dii^  giam $3.50  moi  thang  ticn  phu  ttbi 
cho  dich  vu  vi^n  lien,  dddc  bdt  50  xu  Ic 
phi  khi  cfafaifdng^giay  m'di. 
Hoi :  Muon  chuy^n  sang  he  thong  Life- 
line phai  CO  dieu  kien  gi  va  le  phi' bao 
nhieu?  ^ 

HDeip:  -Bbi  sang  dicn  thoai  Lifeline  phai 
Ira  $7.50.  Nhi?ng  chi  vai  thang  "du  tiet 
kiem  3e  lay  lai  so  tien  naj^  Di&u  kien 
can  cu  Iheo  Idi  tuc  cua  moi  nam  phan 
phbi  nhif  sau: 

$13,600  Idi  tuc  mbi  nam  cho  3dn  vi 
gia  ainh  1  ngJ6i 

$13,600    2ngd6i 

$16,000    3ngudi 

$19,200  4ngddi 

Cong  $3,200  cho  them  mbi'dau  ngiitfi. 

^  Khong  buoc  cd  chifng  tif  IcTi  tiic  hay 
tinh  trang  di  tru. 

Can  them  chi  tiet  hay  muon  cb  tai 
lieu  mien  phi  xin  lien  lac  v^i  Consumer 
Action,'di&n  thoai  777-9648.  Chung  toi 
CO  nhan  vien  noi  tieng  Pho  Thong,  Tay 
ban  nha  va  Cam-phu-chia. 


Free  G.E.  Clock  Radio  vdien  you 
open  a  Checking  Account 


Ngan  Hang  FIRST  NATIONWIDE  BANK 
h  HALLIDIE  PLAZA  han  hanh  don  tiep 
than  chu  khach  hahj^  khi  9en  nu)  mot 
CHlidNG  MUC  ©AU  TIEN  v(3i  chung 
toi  va  se  TANG  QUY  VI  MOT  OONG  HO 
RADIO  G.E  va  SAFE  DEPOSFT  BOX  miin 
phi  trong  mot  nam. 

Chung  toi  hahh  dien  co  mat  (5  Trun^  Tam 
Thanh  Phb      phuc  vu  quy  than  chu. 


First  Nationwide  Bank  at  Hallidie  Plaza 
is  pleased  to  make  this  special  offer. 

Open  any  First  Nationwide  Bank 
Checking  account  and  we  will  give  you  a 
free  AM/FM  G.E.  Clock  Radio. 

We're  proud  to  be  in  the  Central  City. 


GSims  First  Nationwide^niSl  Hallidie^lWp 

tannun  xuneionstwifisn  tjiudssisasinv 
icfftssitsimstnniutuisi:  tmasaEnsc/Sc/i 


ST  NATIONWIDE 
BANK 


A  FEDERAL  SAVINGS  BANK 


A  Wholly  Owned  Subs^idiary  or  Ford  Motor  Company 


One  Hallidie  Plaza 
San  Francisco 
781-3717 


©  1990  First  Nationwide  Financial  Corp. 


Member  FDIC 
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So  Sanh  ve  ty  le  ciia  Cii 
tri  va  Bo  phieu  6  phu 
canTenderloin 


bai  cua  Rhonda  Henderson 

Ngay  bau  cii  6  thang  11  viia 
qua,  ncu  tat  ca  nhJng  cU  tri 
ghi  danh  bo  phicu  iS  Tender- 
loin, vdi  ty  Ic  CO  25  phah  tram  so  phi(>'u, 
da  thiic  sii  bo  phicu  thi  cu'u  thi  tracing 
Diannc  Fcinstcin  da  daccu  Thong -Doc 
California,  flem  thco  ket  qua  dil  lual 
"Big  Green  128"  diioc  thong  qua  giup 
loai  trii  Stdpc  mot  vai  loai  thudc  sal 
tnihg  nguy  hiem  cho  sifc  khoe  ba  con. 

Trongvung  Tenderloin,  Dianne  Fein- 
stein  vildl  xa  Pete  Wilson.  Ba'dudc  70 
phan  tram  phieu  d  Tenderloin.  Cii  tri 
California  B  ca'c  n6i  khac  da  don  phicu 
cho  Nghi  si  Wilson  chi  vi/dt  each  ba 
Fcinstcin  co  3j>han  tram.  Ung  ho  lap 
Irudng  cua  nhiing  ai  quan  tarn  \di  van 
ae6nhiem,ci/trioTenderloinaa  thong 
qua  dif  luat  Big  Green  128  v'6'\  70  ph^n 
tram,  cam  \\i  dung  mot  so  thuoc  sat 
trung  nguy  hiem  den  siic  khoe  cong 
dan.Nhi/ng  ket  qua  loan  bang  da  thang 
va  loai  d\i  luat  128  vdi  ty  le  64  tren  36 
phan  tram. 

Cu  tri  Tenderloin  cung  thua  ve  so 
phieu  don  cho  dii  luat  134,  danh  thueS 
xu  tren  bia  rUpu3e  lay  tien  giiip  nhJng 
chiiong  trinh  va  dich  vu  giup  phuc  hoi 
cac  nan  nhan  cua  ma  tuy  va  ru'du 
che.Thua  v'6i  ty  Ic  53  tren  47  phan  tram. 
Ket  qua  loan  bang  la  69  tren  31  phan 
tram.  Cu'  tri  b  Tenderloin  dong  y  v6i  cU 
tri  loan  bang  loai  bo  cac  dil  luat  126  va 
136,  ca  hai  du  luat  do  tu'dng'diidng  v&i 
134  ve  thuc  danh  tren  ru'cju  bia. 

cu  Iri  Tenderloin  ung  ho  voi  so  phicu  2 
tren  1.  DU  luM  do  dd  nghi  gay  quy 
cat  mot  Trung  Tarn  Hiidng  Dan  Thanh 
Thieu  Nien  (Youth  Guidance  Center), 
vaSa  diipc  chap  nhan  voi  ty  le  2  phan 
tram.  Cxi  tri  Tenderloin  ung  ho  Dii  luat 
I  ve  van'de  phal  trien  vung  Mission  Bay 
cua  du'  luat  M  tnldc  kia.  Nhilng  cu  tri 
thanh  pho  da  khong  chap  nh^n  voi  ty  le 
diidi  1  phan  tram. 

Ty  Ic  cu  tri  bo  phieu  b  Tenderloin  to 
ra  tha'p,  cd  25  phan  tram.  Su"  thc^  d  cua 
dan  chung  khong  may  ngac  nhicn.  Theo 
thong  ke  loan  bang,  c\i  tri  bo  phicu  clii 
dat  CO  43  phan  tram  long  so  cii  tri.  Khap 
loan  thanh  pho  San  Francisco  nhUng 
gi6i  van'dQng  cua  phe  dong  tinh  luycn 
ai  da  md  ^rong  ky  ngu^cn  van  dong 
chinh  tri  cua  ho  v'di  ket  quadat'diio'c  hai 
gh&'Nghi  Vien  Hoi -Dorig  Thanh  Pho 
cho  Carole  Migdcn  va  Roberta  Achten- 
berg.  Mot  v^n  dong  vien  va  hai  kich 
dong  tinh  luyen  a'i  '^om  Ammiano  da 
dac  of  vao  chiic  vu  Uy  vien  Hoi  Dong 


•Dac  Khu  Hoc  Chanh  San  Francisco. 
Khong  mot  ai  trong  ba  ngii6i  noi  tr§n  da 
dc  cap  den  cac  van  dc  dong  tinh  luycn 
ai  trong  khi  v^n  dong  tranh  cu,  nhu'ng 
da  dac  cii  vi  cac  van  dc  anh  hiidng  ddn 
quyCn  Idi  cua  toan  thanh  ph6  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Thi  TrUdng 
Gap  Ty  Nan 
D6ng  Nam  A 

bai  cua  Sophath  Pak 

Ngay  15  thang  11  vua  qua  hdn 
30aaidicn  caccongddngVict, 
Cam-phu-chia  va  Lao  da  den 
toa  thi  chinh  San  Francisco  hop  rn^t  vdi 
thi  Irildng  Art  Agnos  va  da  liiu  y  chanh 
quycn  v&'  nhicu  van  de  gbm  toi  pham, 
phat  trien  ticu  thU6ng,  thanh  thicu  nien 
bo  ngang  trung  hoc  cung  nhii  nhu  cau 
tao  lap  mot  trung  tam"da  van  hoa  cho 
cong  dong.  Van  phong  Thi  tnidng  da 
de'cap  tri^u  tap  cupc  gap  gd  de  lang 
nghe  tieng  ndi  cua  cong  dong  -Dong 
Nam  X  ve  ca'c  quan  tarn  cua  ba  con. 

Ricng  cong 'dong  Lao  ty  nan'da'co 
mot  buoi  hop  rieng  triidc  ngaycJo  vada 
diJa  ra  nhieu  y  kiciS"dc  dao  dal  len  Thi 
tru'dng  Agnos  mot  danh  sach  cac  V5n 
de,  3ac  bict  la  nhu  cau  c6  them  cong 
vien  va  giup  tai  chanh  "de  Ihict  lap  mot 
trung  tarn  (3a  van  hoa -Dong  Nam  A. 
MSki  lUian  -vtSi»-Ka  K5*-  toi-Teneterloin 
ChanthanomOunkco  phat  bieu:  "Trung 
tam  3a  van  hoa  la  ilu  ticn  so  mot  cua 
chung  toi.  Mot  khi  cd  trung  tam  nay, 
chung  toi  CO  the  hoat  dqng  rat  nhieii  d? 
giup  cong'ddhg:  d^y  hoc,  dich  vu  van 
hoa  ,gayquy  vadaycacngon  ngti-Dong 
Nam  A."  Co  Dung  Nguyen,  nhan  vien 
thuoc  van  phong  thi  tnidng  va  la  phoi 
tri  vien  cua  buoi  hop  cho  biet  tuy  Thi 
trudng  Agnos  khong  hi^a  giVe  tai  chanh 
dc  lap  trung  tam  nhiing  dng  se  lifu  tam 
den  cac  nguon  tai  chanh  co'  the  deh  tu 
cac  to  chuc  ricng  tu  hay  tieu  bang. -Dap 
lai  cau  hoi  ve  vicc  mB  them  con^  vien 
trong  khu  Tenderloin  thi  tnidng  cho 
bict  la  thanh  pho  hy  vong  hoan  tat  kc 
hoach  tap  dung  vifdn  chdi  cho  tre  em 
trcn"dudng  Ellis  vao  thang  9  nam  tdi. 

Mot  s6  lanh  tu  cong  dong  than  phicn 
i/c  van  d?  khong  co  tn/o'ng  tieu  hoc  kc 
can  khu  vuc  Tenderloin.  Vi  con  em  phai 
di  xe  buyt  den  hoc  d  ca'c  tnidng  ben 
Treasure  Island  hay  cac  tnidng  xa  x6i 
Xem  ti£ptrang24 


Vi  trung  HIV  mang  den  bjnh  AIDS  cho  nhieu  s5c  dan 
nhu  TrSng.  Den,  La  Tinh,  A  Chau  Va  Da  06. 

Neu  ban  lo     ve  bjnh  tren,  hay  den  thi> 
nghi^m 

HIV  TEST 


MIEN  PHI  VA  BAO  MAT 


Gpi  de  lay  h^n  —  KHONG  CAN  XITNG  TCN 

(415)  621-4858 

KHI  OUV  VI  GQl.  NHAN  VIEn  TRA  LOI  OlgN  THOAI      TRA  lOi  BANG 
TICNG  anh  NHLfNG  KHI  QUY  V|  OCn  lAy  H^N,  GUY  V|  CO  TH£  Y6U  CAu 
CHUNG  TOi  TIm  cho  QUY  V|  MOT  THOjG  D|CH  VIEN 


N6u  bgn  da  giao  hop  m&  khdng 
mang  do  mua  (condom)  {S/iri  ddn 
6ng,  ddn  bd.  gay),  —  ho$c 


dung  Chung  kim  chich  bgn  c6  th^ 
c6  vt  trung  HIV.  Ban  ndn  trj  li^u 
s&m. 


Chi/ong  irlnh  bAo     v&  thu  nghi^m  HIV  cua  v^n  dQi  hoc  Calllomia  di/oc  t4'  tro 

b6\  ph6ng  y  i6  San  Francisco 


Pholo:  Phil  Hud 

Phy  ni/sac  toe  Mien  ti/  mien  sdn  cuWc  vi/dng  qu3c  Lao  bien  cai  ky  nghejheu  det  cong  tac 
viichddng  trinh  Refugee  Women's  PrqgramrfSan  Francisco.  HdpTacXaTheu  Det  g^m30 
dSh  40  phu  nii  Mien  uong  vung  vJa  giup  ho'dong  gop  vao  van  hoa  My  va  cung  luc  pho  bien 
va  duy  tri  van  hoa  cua  chinh  que  hudng  minh. 


Hoat  Canh 
Lilu  day 

ti^  theo  trang  22 

bay  bai  thd  va  cau  chuyen  noi  v&'  kinh 
nghicm  ca  nhan  bi  luu  day  ra  ngoai 
cong  dong  My  goc  Da  do  cua  minh  6 
Alaska. 

Mark  Knego  flieu  khidh  bufti  lam 
mat  na  Cam-phu-chia.  Knego  lam  vice 
v^i  phu  nii  Cam-phu-chia  bien  cac  hinh 


tac  tren  da  cua  Khmer  dc'in  sang  gi^y. 
Cac  nha  di&u  khac  d6i  khi  diing  nhung 
hinh  chup  pho  ban  cua  ngiidi  lam  mat 
na  de^a  nhan  hoa  nghe  thuat  thco  mot 
hinh  thifc  mdi  ^ii/a  mot  the  gidi  mcJi.  ^ 
Ngay  hoi  thao  hom  "do  la  dau  chi 
dil6hg  hiJdng  va  muc  clich  cua  TREC. 
Theo  Giam  "doc  Doug  Bcnbow  TREC 
nham  dem  "hai  phan  nifa  nay  va  nua 
no"  lai  vdi  nhau  dcchia  se  kinh  nghicm 
khac  bict  ve' nhiing  van  de'chung  va 
nhrfdo  CO  the  m'd  rong  quan  diem  cua 
ba  con  ve  gia  dinh  va  cong^ong. 


Nhan  Vien  Tranh  Dau  b  Trung 
Tam  Gia  Tre  Tenderloin 


bai  cua  Julie  Scheff 

Thang  trudc  d^y  cac  nhan  vien 
lam  viec  o  trung  tam  giii  tre 
Tenderloin  da  xuong  diidng  va 
Irddng  bien  ngii  phan  doi.  Chu'ng  10 
thanh  vien  nghicp  ddan  da  ban  chinh 
thuc  tuah  hanh  triidcco  sci  gi  if  tre  North 
of  Market  Child  Development  Center 
(NMCDC)  so'  177  Golden  Gate  giong 
lennhiingdicu  kienla^mvi^canh  hiidng 
khong  lot  den  cac  nhan  vien 'd  trung 
tam.  H9  gid  cac  khau  hicu  va  bien  ngii: 
"North  of  Market  bat  cong  voi  nhan 
vien"  va  "Chung  toi  muon  co  khc  udc 
bay  gid." 

Nhan  vien  than  phicn  la  ban  giam 
doc  cua  trung  tam  da  chan  cHd  khong 
chju  chap  nhan  thoa  ddc  ve  cac  dieu 
kicn  lam  vice  de  27  nhan  vien  lam  vice 
khong^giao  keb  tu  2  nam  nay.  Ban  Giam 
"Doc  cua  North  of  Market  Child  Devel- 
opment Center  (NMCDC)  cong  nhan 
Nghiep  doan  District  65-United  Auto 
Workers  thang  12, 1988,  sau  hai  than^ 
gii/nguyen  ludng  bong,  va  khe  utJc  do 
con  hi9u  liic  tdi  bay  gid.  Nghicp  doan  va 
ban  giam  "doc  lai  bat  dau  thildng  lhao 
giao  keo  tu'  thang  10, 1989. 

Phia  nghiepdoan  thong  cam  cac  kho 
khan  tai  chinh  cua  trung  tam  ncn  khdng 
yeu  cSu  tang  lUdng  nhu'ng  cHi  mu'&n 
giai  quyet  ngay  cac  yeu  sach  ve  y  t6,  siic 
khoe  va  an  loan  cuing  nhif  cac  chinh 
s«»ch  ve  nhan  vien.  Mot  gi^o,  vien  ^6 
trung  tam^Jade  Travers  len  tieng:  "C3 
day  chung  toi  lam  vice  trong  mot  nganh 
tra  lUdng  tha'p  va  khong  dudcdanh  gia 
dung  miic  Chung  toi  khong  the  lam 
theo  y  ban  quan  tri  .  Khong  co  kh?  uWc  la 
mot  thict  thoi  va  kliong  gi  bao  dam  cho 
chiing  toi."  Trong  khi  do  dng  James 
Armstrong,  chu  tich  Ban  giam  doic  cho 
biet  ho  da  tdng  co  gang  di  d^  mot  thoa 
hiep  ma  theo  ong  g(5m  liJ  22  den  24 
trang  danh  may,  va  ong  cung  cho  biet 
them  la  n^hi&p'do'an  va  ban  giam  ddc 
da  dong  y  vdi  nhau  dude  mot  phan  ba 
trong  cac  van  de  cua  giao  keo.  Ong  noi: 


"Toi  nghi  rang  tat  ca  ehiing  ta  dcu  cong 
nhan  vice  ban  thao  giao  keo  nay  da  qua 
moi  met,  nhicu  khi  rat  phuc  tap,  va  dicu 
nay  tat  ca  chung  ta  deu  mu6n  ket  Ihiic 
thoa  man." 

Phia  nghicp  doan  thay  cham  tre\eo 
dai  thi  muon  ban  giam  doc  ky  giao  keo 
thang  nay  de  co  the  di3a  ra  cac  thu  tue 
khic"u  nai  giup  doan  vien  khoi  bi  ddn 
phuong  sa  thai  va  bot  thiet  thoi  cho  lien 
he  thay  tro  cung  nhu  cac  v'dn  'dc  khac 
ngoai  lanh  vijc  kinh  te.  Theo  Chu  tich 
Armstrong  thi  dii  mot  phan  ba  cac  van 
'dc  trong  giao  keo  da'diidc  thong  qua 
giua  doi  ben,  han  chot  cua  nghiep  doan 
3c  ket  thuc  va  chap  nhan  giao  keo  thang 
12  nay  thi  co  thcla  qua  s'dm  dc  ket  thuc 
vSn'dc  thudng  thao.  Ong  noi:  "Toi  se 
khong  ngac  nhicn  ncu  tai  phicn  hop  cua 
chung  toi  hpm  27  thangU  nay  ban  giam 
36c  cho  bict  y  muon  chap  nh^n  m5t  gidi 
han  thdi  gian.  Neu  chung  ta  di/a  ra 
nhi/ng  mong  muon  khong  thi/c  te  thi  se 
tai  h^i." 

Ly  do  cham  trerthco  ong  Armstrong, 
la  ban  giam  doe  va  nghiep  doan  khong 
ddhg  y  ve  ban  thi^dng  thuy^  nghi?p 
doan  dai  dien  cho  ai.  Ban  giam  doc  cd 
thien  chi  muon  ban  thao  mqt  ^ao  keo 
cho  nhan  vien 'd  trung  tam,  chii  khong 
phai  cho  cac  dich  vu  phu  thuoc  d  do. 
Them  vao  ehiidng  trinh  cfd lidng Golden 
Gate,  NMCDC  co  giao  keo  vdi  van 
phong  bien  ly  d^'cung  ung  dich  vu  gid 
tre  va  mot  chiidng  trinh  khac  ma  cac 
nhan  vien  giii  tre  thi  hanh  cong  tac  tham 
cacgiadinh.Bangiam"docc6ngnh|in  18 
nhan  vicn'd  trung  tam  nam  trong  phaW 
thil<^ng  thao  cua  nghiep  ^o'an,  nhi/ng 
khong  lien  he  den  7  nhan  vien  lam  vice 
cho  hai  chiicfng  tnnh  khac.  Ban  giam 
ddc  cung  cho  biei  mot  so  nhan  vien 
khong  muon  nhap  nghiep  doan  va  hq 
phai  dU(Jc  ddi  x\i  khac  vi  hp  lanh 
cua  cac  nguon  tai  trd  khac  v6i  cac  nhan 
vien  khac  cua  NMDC. 

-Dai  dien  cho  NMCDC  de^thOdng 
thaogiaokec^Stella  Robinson  noi:  "Cac 
nhan  vien  deu  thu6c  North  of  Market. 


TIN  TUC  CCWG  EMDNG  NGUdi  VIET  ooS??5'^ 
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Photo:  Phil  Head 

Huynh  LJdng  Thien  trudc  hieu  sach  Mo  Lang'd  774  Geary  St..  San  Francisco. 

Thiidng  gia  dap  ling  Nhu 
Cau  Van  Hoa  Viet  c5 
Tenderloin 


hAi  cua  Joe  Tran  va  Julie  Scheff 

Van  sil  kh'(5i  Sau  nan.  Trtfcfc3ay 
ba  nam,  khi  bii^c  chan  vao  lanh 
vi/c  lam  bao  lii  lap  ong  Huynh 
Liidng  Thicn  chi  von  vcn  c6  hai,  ba 
ngan  von,  mot  so  ticn  vifa  Su  trang  irai 
vai  thang  tich  nha  va  mot  may  chi^  cu 

V8i  m^i  hanh  trang  3dn  gian  36,  nhd 
sang  kicn,  thong  nrynh  va  tinh  than  can 
cu  lam  viec  b^t  ke  ngay  gid,  si/  kicn 
nhan  va  cogangSa  la3QngIucdiJa  ong 
Huynh  tao  lap  cd  s6  va  xay  to  la'm  ncn 
mong  ph5  bien  sach  bao  va  an  loat  Vi^t 
ngi/  tai  San  Francisco  va  Oakland^3ong 
Ihdi  ciTng  Ian  tcJi  Stockton  va  Sacra- 
mento. OngBa  phat  hanh  luan  san  MO 
San  Francisco  va  thang  7  vua  qua  3a 
phat  trien  md  hicu  sach  MO  LANG  d 
774  GEARY,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  v5i 
con  so  gan  40,0(X)  Viet  ty  nan  quanh 
day,  khong  cd  n^ycl  san,  tap  chi  cung 
nhif  sach  bad  Viet  3c  thoa  man  nhu  cau 


tinh  than  cua'dong  hudng,  6n^  Huynh 
nhan  thay  cd  hoi  thuan  Idi  a&  lam  myt 
cai  gi  3ap  lai  nguycn  lidc  cua  moi  gioi 
3ia  phiidng  tr6n  lanh  vdc  van  hoa. 

Thco  ong  Huynh  cho  biet,  nhd  anh 
cm  va  cac  3dn^  "g^i^p  THANG 
MO  San  Jose  tiep  sifc  ve  phiidng  ticn  ky 
thu^tvabaivd  cung  nhii  nha  in  Grant 
ung  ho  bang  each  cho  thieu  tien  in  bao 
ong  da  cho  MO  SAN  FRANCISCO  ra 
ddi  th5ng7, 1987  vQi  mot  so' an  ban  han 
hep  2,50Q  va  noi  dunked  64  Irang.  €)a 
phat  Iricn  gia  tang,  quang  cao  va  bai  v'3 
sung  tuc,  an  nhip  voi  sU  ung  ho  cua  moi 
gidi,  MO  San  Francisco  da  tanglen  120 
trang  v'di  4,0(X)  so  moi  ky. 

Sau  vu  hoa  tai  lam  sap  tiem  sach 
Thanh  Thuy  d  gdc  Eddy  va  Hyde,  nhieii 
than  hufu  va  doc  gia  nhijt  liet  khuyen 
kh'ich  dn^  Huynh  ra  mot  tiem  sach  Viet. 
Lamottiqms^chVictduynh&thiennay 
o'  San  Francisco^  MO  LANG  khon^ 
nhtfng  thu  hut  ba  con^dia  phudng  rna 
con  nhicu  khach  xa  xdi  Ben  viJi  MO 


Trinh  dieh  ea  nhae  cd 
Truyen  Viet  Nam 


bai  cua  Peter  Saidel 

Thang  tnidc  tai  Vicn  Bao  Tang 
Ngh^Thuat  AChau  (Asian  Art 
Museum)  cung  giong  ai  oan 
cua  phim  dan  tranh  da  ngan  vang  ca 
ngoi  vai  trd  phu  nu  Vict  Nam  tron§  xa 
hoi  dan  locDai  Nhac  Hqi  ngay  7  thang 
11  vUa  qua  v'di  chu  de:  "Tii  Vict  Nam: 
Ca  ngdi  docao  vai  trd  phu  nu,"  Nh^c 
si/Tien  si  Nguyen  Phong,  mot  nhan  vSt 
quoc  tc  noi  tidng  ve  dan,  nhac  cu  cung 
nhi/  ve  ca  nhac  va  nhac  thieu  so',  Nu  ca 
si  HoangOanhdathanhthdt  trinh  dicn 
nhi/n^  ban  dan  ca  va  nhac  ban  3c  cao 
phu  nif.  Bai  ca  "Ru  con"  da'thanh  thot 
ve  len  u  uat,  uan  khuc,  dau  buon  va  tin 
tUdn^  cua  nidt  ngiidi  me,  neildi  vd. 

Vdi  54  sac  d5n  tr^n  giSi  3at  Vi^l 
Nam,  theo  Nhac  si  Phong,  chung  ta  co 
rat  nhieu  loai  nhac.  Nhifng  ri6ng  ca 
nhan  ong  da  chu  trqng  sifu  tSm  ve  nhac 
Viet.  Cung  Iheo  ong,  nhac  Viet  la  mpt 
de  tai  rat  d^c  sac  d&Vghi^n  cub,  ke  ca 
a6i  v&i  ngiidi  Vict,  vi  nd  gan^ien  vdi 
ncpsdngcua  xah^i  Vidt  Nam.  Ong  noi: 
'*€)6i  khi  ci  trong  nha  ma  khong  nh3n 
Ih^y  I^  nha  minh'dcp."  Hay  co  th^  noi 
each  khac:"Gan  chua  goi  but  banganh." 
hay:  "But  nha  khong  thicng." 

Tnid^^d  trinh  dicn  am  nhac,  Gi^o 
sif  Phong  noi  v'di  cu  toa  ve  nhac  Vict. 
6ng  nh3t»3inh  rang  nh^c  Viqt  phu  hdp 
vdi  am  thoai  tram  bon^cua  tiOng  Vi^l. 
Ong  da  dan  chiing  ve  "dan  nguy^t" 


(ma  mien  Nam  gqi  la  "da*h  kim")  mot 
loai  dan  hai  giay  cd  nhieu  phim  cao  va 
cung  cd  nhifng  am  vang  sau  dam  hdn 
phan  anh  nhieu  ain  thoai  va  cung^qng 
cua  ngdn  ngu  Viet.  Trai  qua  nhieu  the 
ky,  nhac  co  truyen  Viet  Nam^a  bien  cai 
tif  chuong  da  den  li^ng'dong.  NhiiVig 


I- 


NCTca  SI  Hoang  Oanh  trinh  dien  dSn  ca. 

cac  bi6h  c3'n>^i  \\i  nhiihg  n*am  chinh 
chicn  den  giai  3oan  di  cu',  ^nh^c  Viqt 
cung  bien  hinh  d^i  the  tif  "cai  each,  ap 
dung  va  hoi  nhap."  Giao  suPhongchdi 
lo^i  nhac  xuat  phat  ti/  truyen  thong 
cungBi^n  ma  cQng  san  cho  la  phong 
kicn,  khong  chap  nhSn.  Ngay  n^y  cun^ 
chinh  nhac  "ad  ^ang  Hddc  pho  bien  d 


LAN(^  Ui  Santa  Rosa,  San  Rafael  chang 
han.  Ong  J^uynh  noi:  'Ti^  ngay  khai 
tnJdn^  MO  LANG,  hang  tuah  chung  toi 
cl^u  CO  them  nhieii  khach  mdi.  Ba  con 
khSng  chi^n  mua  sach  bao  ma  condc 
han  huycn,  j^dp  y,  trao  d6i  tSm  tii  va  Ccic 
nhan  xet  hifu  ich.  T^i  day  chung  toi 
cung  xon  xao  ban  tan  chinh  trj^^chinh 
em,  cac  dien  ticn  Ihdi  cuqc,  nhifng  sii 
kien  nong  bong  cua  the  giifl,  hoat  dQng 
cong  "dong  va  ngay  ca  nhi/ng  chuyen 
long  thonggdrdi,  chuyen  minh,  chuyen 

ngiidV-" 

MO  LANG  hien  co  tren  2,000 sach^du 
loai:  chinh  tri,  sifu  tarn,  ton  giao,  van 
chiiong^^tieu  thuycl,  gi^o  due.  Cac  sach 
cua  MO  LANG  thiidng  d^iidc  cun^  cap 
tii  Los  Angeles  hay  cac  nha  xuat  ban  va 
dai^dng  ty  (i  Gia  na  dai,  Nhat,  Au  chau. 
MO  LANGBdng  vai  phan  phoi  va  pffo 
bien  sach  va  van  pham  cua  cac  cay  viel 
39c  l$p  ma  mot  so  hien  rai  rac  6  nhieu 
nildcdinji  cii  hay  tarn  dung.  Ngoai  sach 
bad  MO  LANG  con  trifng  ban  nhieu  san 
pham  hoi  hoaj^sdn  mai  va  nghe  Ihu^t 
cua  cac  nghe  si  Vict  Nam.  Ong  Huynh 
dvf  tinh  sedi  tdi  ky  nghe  an  loai  vaph'at 
hanh  trong  tUdng  lai.  Theo  ong  thi  con 
mot  thieu  sot  Idn  ve  van  "de  sach  giao 
khoa  trcn  lanh  vifc  giup  ngi/ol  Viqt  hgc 
Anh  van  hay  day  Viet  ngi/  cho  ngoai 
kieu.         ^  ^ 

Cac  "Hoi  Ky"  cua  mot  so  gidi  ch^c 
hanh  chanh  va  quan  si^  thdi  Cjng  Hoa 
Vi^t  Nam  cung  gdp  mat  tai  MO  LANG 
va  cd  mql  so  diidc  cac'dqc  gia  ham  mo 
va  ^c  biet  Ii/u  y.  Cu  Nguyen  Phudc 
HDai,  but  hieu  "Hoang  Li^n"  da  cho  ra 
adicuon  "  AislH  SANG  V  A  BONG  TOI." 
Cu-Dai  la  Tn6\  gidi  chile  cao  c^p  th^i 
Cong  Hoa  Viet  Nam  d  Hue  trvfdc  kia. 
Vu  Mau  Than  1968  cu  bi  Viet  cong  bat, 
bi  tu  lau  nam,  gom  it  nam  trong  cam  va 
biet  giam.  Hien  cu  la"m  viec  trong  vung 
Tenderloin.  -Bay  la'mqt  vinh  d\i  cho 
congdohg  Vict  Namb  Tenderloin  va  ba 
con  dia  phi/o>ig  San  Francisco  vi  "hoa 


nVvUdh  nha."  Cq  la  mSt  thanh  phan 
c6ng  Bong,  lam  viec  vdi  cong  tI6hg, 
khai  sinh  "ANH  SANG  V  A  BONG  lt)\" 
cu  Hoang  Lien  da  thdc  sJ  3dngg6p  Idn 
cho  kho  tang  van  hda  Vict.  M(J  LANG 
rat  han  hanh  dddc  gidi  ttii^u  tac  pham 
cua  cu  Hoang  Lien  3en  vdi  quy  than 
hull. 

Sach  an  khach  v8i  nhung  san  pham 
dUdc  chu  y'nhidii  gom  nhi^ng  tac  pham 
cua  Phan  Nhat  Nam,  Nguyen  Chi  Thicn 
(Hoa -Dia  N^c),Ta  Ty  tDaiyDia  Nguc). 
Bao  chi  va  an  loat  la  sd  tnidng  cua  ong 
Thi^n.  Ngay  khi  con  thieu  thdi  d  Trung 
Hoc  triloc  ngay  xuat  diidng  du  hocdn^ 
da  tiing  cong  fac  vdi  Nhat  bao  TlJ  DO  d 
Saigon. 

Nhilng  khi  rdi  Vict  Nam  nam  1969 
du  hpc^  NhatdngThiQnaach9nnganh 
"Ngi/  Nghiep  va  Thilc  Pham."  L^  do 
chqn  chuyen  mon  nay  vi  hdai  bao  se 
"dem  nhiing  ky  Ihuat  va  chuyen  mon 
cao  cua  Nhat  de  dem  ve  phqc  vu  que 
hifdng  sau  khi  tot  nghiep.  Rat  tiec  la 
"mdu  sii  t^i  nhan,  thanh  sii  tai  thicn." 
Vua  luc  tot  nghiep  "Ky  sii  Ngif  Nghiep" 
dNhat  nam  1975  thi  cung  la  chinh  giai 
doan  cpng  san  chiem  Vict  Nam.  Khong 
dildhg  ve^dng  Thien  Biidng  nhicn  trd 
thanh  ty  nan  "bcltdacchi"  nhd  bao  ngan 
van'dfmg  bap  phai  t>d3at  m?  lim  chon 
dung  than.  Ong  Thicn  <3axung  phong 
tiep  tay  vdi  Lien  Hijp  Qudc  trong 
chddng  trinh  giup  ngifdi  ty  nan  dNhat. 
OngBalrifc  tiep  lam  viec  lo  cho  vjn"3c 
giup  ba  con  ty  nan  Viet  trcn  dal  phu 
tang. -Den  1984  ongBa  nhap  canh  Hoa 
ky.  Viec  "dau  ticn  ong  cong  lac  vdi 
THANG  MO  ^San  Jose. 

Ong  noi:  "-Den  3ay  vdi  hai  ban  tay 
trang,  chi  sau  15  nam  nhieu  ba  con  ty 
nan  3a  rat  thanh  cong  vi  ean  man  lam 
viecDay  la  mot  hanh  di^  Idn  cua  tSng 
3&hg  ngifdi  Viet  chung  t3i." 


Xuhng  dvCdng  (5  Trung  Tam  Gi\i  Tre 
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Khi  ban  giam  d&c  chap  nhSn  chung  toi, 
cac  nhan  vieii  la'm  vi&  vcfi  chi/dng  trinh 
tham  vieng  ^ia  dinh  cung  dif^c  coi  nhd 
mpt  phan  cua  nghi^  3oan,  va  tdi  biet 
North  of  Market  tra  lifdng  nhan  vicn 
la"m  viqc  c?  Fox  Plaza  (trung  tam  gii^  tre 
cua  van  phong  bien  ly)." 

Gi5a  cac  dj  adng  cua  ddi  ben,  ban 
giam  3&  va  nhSn  vien3eu  36r\^  y  tren 
mot  diem  chung:  Van  de  giL?tre  khong 
audc  3anh  gia  Zltlng  nvic.  Theo  ong 
Armstrong  thi  ban  giamlddc  cd  the' gay 

khd  cho  vi^thifdngthciocila  nghiep 
doan  Ui  hai  nam  nay,  nhifngda'khong 
lam  the.'  CiTng  theo  ong  thi^n  giam 
doc  hy  vQng  v3n de'hghiepdoan  hda  cd 


thcfeiupca'cdi^ch  vu  giu*tr<*cd  m^  tiehg 
noi  trcn  dien  San  chinh  tri. 

Cng  Armstrong  noi:  "Cd  nam  sau 
giai  doan  chung  toi  cd  thc^lhdng  qua 
van  d^'  Nhdng  tri^  ly  cua  chung  tdi 
nh^n  thay  cac  dich  vu  giu  tre  khong 
diidc  cdng  nhan  va  chung  tdi  thay  quan 
chung  khong  may  Iiiu  tam3en  van"^ 
m6t  each  thoa3ang.  B6i  hdan^cap  tieu 
bang  khong  "dung  m(fc,  nhat  la  o  mpt 
vung  nhu*  Tenderloin.  Gia  bieli  cung 
chang  kh'ac  gi  so  v'di  Tracy  hay 
Modesto." 


Chiln  thang  cho  ngvL  phu  Viet 


Cac  ngi/  phu  ly.  nan  Vi^t  tif  nay 
khong  con  sd  Tu^  duycn  Hoa  ky 
quSy  ray  vi^ao  lual  m'di  cho  phep  hp 
3anh  ca  Ircn  nhlSn^  ghe  l(?n  co  trqng 
tai  nang.  D\i  luat  cua  Dan  bicu  Nor- 
man Mineta  -thuoc  3ang  Dan  Chu, 
San  Jose  mdi3u'dc  Tdng  thong  Bush 
ky  cham  dut  cac  xung3dt  giua  Tuan 
duyen  My  va  ngifphu  Viet  kcd  dai  ca 
nam  ma  trubt  day  mdfd^o  lu^t  tif 
hdn  200  nam3a  cam  nhung  ai  khong 
phai  la  cong  dah  My  dude  phep  danh 


/   ^      I—  *"    '•>  * 

ca  tren  nhung  ghe  chai  Ion  trqng  tai 

trcn  5  tan. 

-Dao  lu^t  vi/a3Ud.c  Tdng  thong  ky 

da  giup  cho  vu  kien  cua  Asian  Law 

Caucusaudng3dnthang9namngdai 

"dUdc  thuan  Idi  d(?'dang  hdn  vdi  muc 

dich  ngan  chan  yiQC  ap  dung  lu^t 

cam  cac  di  dan  danh  ca  noi  tren.  Vu 

kien  neu  len  ly  le  khdng  hop  hien  cua 

3ao  luattld  va  dang  con  nam  oTda 

Ninth  US  Circuit  thi  dij  lual  cua  Dan 

bieu  Mineta ^raudc  trd  thanh  luat. 


Viet  Nam,  nhung  noi  dung  phai  biSn 
cai  va  siia3oi3c  phu  hdp  v9i  tinh  than 
ai  qudc  va'xu  hiicfhg  xa  hSi  chu  nghia. 

Giao  SU  Phong  cho  bi^,  d  Hoa  ky 
theo  tru^cn  thong  cungdien  Viet  Nam, 
nhacdodudc  nghicn  cx^u  va  trinh  didn 
cho  nhUng  gioi  xuat  sac  nhd  d'Dai  Hpc, 
tai  tif  gia,  va  ngdn  ngu  trong  ban  nhac 


thudng  la  van  chudng  hoa  my  Viet  Nam. 
Giao  sif  cung  nhac  nhtf  la  nhieu  loat 
nhac  Viet  kh^c  cung  tiep  tuc3u'(Jc  phh 
bien  h'  My  nhu"  Nhac  Phat  Giao,  Nh^c 
Shamanist,  Nhac  Cong  giao^va  tat  cS 
moi  loai  nhac  tdng  thu  hulcpn^'dong 
Vict  ti/  San  Jose  tdi  Houston  3en  Hoa 
thinh36n. 


